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Ir nd require ſome Apology, 
bar ſuch 4 Full and Parti- 
| cular Anſwer (fo far as the 
Athanaſian Creed 7s con- 
car's * i here green to the Eſſay for 
a Review of the Book of Common 
Prayer, and the Defence of it. 

A Piece written with fo little Accu- 
racy and Care, or even Regard to the 
Truth of Facts; and afterwards de. 
fended with ſo linie Moderation and 
Temper, could not, in itſelf, deſerve 
any Reply. Bat, as the Subjecb is ſo 
Important, and of fuch Univerſal Con- 
ern; As Thoſe Pieces may tend to un- 
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= ſettle the Minds of leſs- thinking People. 
As an unuſual Freedom bas been taken 
by the Author, of appealing to our Go- 
vernors in Church and State — It is 
therefore become neceſſary, that ſome 
Notice ſhould be taken of them. 
I waited ſome Time, after the Pub- 
lication of the Eſſay, in Hopes that No- 
tice would have been taken of it, by 
ſome more able and learned Hand: 
But finding Nothing of that Kind ap- 
pear d, I reſolved to do my Beſt Endea- 
vour, toward the Defence of ſo good, 
and fo Important a Cauſe. | 
The End and Defign therefore of the 
following Sheets, are to ſatisfy all un- 
prejudiced Perſons, that the Athanaſian 
Creed (whatever unreaſonable Doubts 
and Scruples have been entertain d a- 
gainſt it) is no Other, than an uſeful, 
and neceſſary Illuſtration of Scripture - 
Doctrine That it does not attem 
to Explain Myſteries, as 18 mer 


ſuggeſted ; but only contains what we 2 
are neceſſarily to believe, concerning 
his Father, 
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Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Three 
Perſons and One God, — That it is ſo 
far ſrom being a Brand of Contention 
among True Chriſtians, as the Author 
of the Eſſay Infinuates, that it has 
hitherto proved in the Chriſtian Church, 
an inviolable Bond of Unity and Peace. 
That it has Nothing in it Hard or In- 
comprehenfible: The Sacred Myſtery it- 
ſelf, the Manner How Three Diſtinct 
Perſons are join'd in One Godhead, as 
it is above our Comprehenſion ; ſo, nei- 
ther is it in That Creed Enquir'd into. 
We only profeſs our Belief in the Gene- 
ral Doctrine, as it is taught in Scrip- 
ture; not preſuming to know more than 
is reveal'd to us. 

Great Names and Authorities are 
made Uſe of by This Gentleman, and 
called in, as ſo many Witneſſes againſt 
Us: But Alas! Some of Theſe will be 
found to deſert Him intirely: He puts 
Words into the Mouths of Others, which 
They never - ſpoke Some He has un- 
derſtood by - Halves; and Theſe turn 
rd] 14; Evidence 


Evidence againſt Him. Others, again, 
have plainly fſhewn by their Conduct, 
that their Sentiments in This Point, were 
very different from His; Of All which, 
Inſtances are given in the proper Place : 
So that we might almoſt venture to reſt 
our Cauſe, upon Moſt of thoſe very 
Teſtimonies which He hath produced. 
Tho' It muſt be own'd, that, not mere 
Authorities, but Scripture, and Rea- 
ſon are to have Weight about Articles 
of Faith; The One is to be the Rule; 
The Other to Examine and Conſider 

That Rule. , | 
I think it a little ſurprifing, that our 
Author ſhould make Dr. Taylor, One 
of his Authorities againſt the Athana- 
ſian Creed. But it ſeems, That Gen- 
tleman s Bufineſs was blindly to follow 
Dr. Clarke: For, any One who will 
turn to Scripture Doctrine, We. Part. 
i. Chap. 2. will plainly ſee, that He 
ſpeaks, but out of the Doctor Month. 
Every one knows, who knows any Thing 
of Books, that Dr. Taylor, in his Li- 
| berty 
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berty of Propheſying, in Order zo 
moderate Heats, and to excite Chri- 
ſtians to bear with One Another in their 
different Opinions, makes it his Bufi- 
neſs to ſhew, how much may be plauſe- 
bly pleaded for the wrong Side of every 
Queſtion; and accordingly urges every 
Objection, againſt what He at the ſame 
Time knew to be the Truth; and which 
Objections He could have as eafily Ar- 
{wer'd, as Propoſed, Nay, It ſeems, 
the Doctor had drawn out the Cauſe 
of the Anabapriſts, or Antipædebap- 
tilts, to ſuch Advantage, that, not only 
Dr. Hammond tool the Trouble to Con- 


fute Him; but Dr. Taylor Himſelf 


thought it adviſable, for bis own Fuſti- 
fication, to 4 


in ſuch 4 Book as This, we find Ob- 
jections urged againſi the Athanaſian 


Creed ? or, of what Authority, can 


Paſſages picked out of a Book of ſuch a 


Nature be, which renders it difficult to 
determine, in all Caſes, when the Au- 


thor 


fer his Own Arguments. 
And now, where is the Wonder, If 
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thor ſpeaks his Own Sentiments; or, 
when He is only playing the Part of an 
Objector? As to His Authority then, 
confider d merely as an Authority, It 
ts Nothing worth. And, as to Any Thing 
of Reaſon, which may be contain d in 
his Objections, That Point I have con- 
fider'd in its Place. 

Bin Above All, the Reader will be 
ſurprized to find, that Any One ſhould 
propoſe the Rejecting the Athanaſian 
Creed, as 4 proper Scheme or Method 
of uniting Proteſtants z when, 1 be- 
lieve, not One Proteſtant Church in 
the whole World can be named, which 
hath not acknowledged It. 

The Kirk of Scotland has ſubſcri- 
bed to, and approved It. Whom then, 
can This Gentleman oblige, but the 
Church of Rome, in this Propoſal? 
She, ſurely, would rejoyce to ſee the 
Church of England, differing in this 
Important Point, not only from Her, 
but from All Proteſtant Churches in the 
aſc: wil ers oo nt 
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It is fit alſo, that the World ſhould 
Know, that there is no Difference be- 
tween Us, and the Diſſenters, upon 
This Head. It is now agreed between 
Them, and Us, that Thoſe Clauſes, 
which have been moſt excepted againſt, 
have nothing in Them, when moderately, 
aud juſtly explain d (as they ought to 
be, and have been) contrary either to 
Charity, or Truth--- 1 ſpeak. not This 


raſhly ! but have appealed to the Evi- 


dence given by the Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters Themſelves. 

Now, If This be truly the State of 
the Caſe, as it will ſufficiently appear 
to be; We are not like to find any great 
Ad verſaries to the Athanaſian Creed, 


tunleſs among Thoſe, who are, at the 


ſame Time, Adverſaries to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith; or Such, as are drawn 
away by Them, under other Pretences, 
becauſe the True Reaſon is too ſhocking 


| When I had drawn up the Firſt Part 
of the following Papers, which contains 
| i an 
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X PREFACE. 
an Anſwer to the Eſſay, I met with 
Two Letters in the Weekly Miſcella- 
ny; One of Octob. 19. The Other of 
Octob. 26. containing ſome brief Re- 
marks upon the Eſſay : And, upon Read. 
ing Them, 1 had the Pleaſure to find, 
that Thoſe Letters (which like the Sket- 
ches and Out-lines of ſome great Pain- 
ter, diſcover d a maſterly Hand) were 
intirely agreeable to what 1 had ſaid 
on the ſame Topics. But, As It was 
impoſſible to Handle the ſeveral Points 
fully in ſo ſhort a Compaſs ; And, as 1 
found the Learned Writer had not un- 
dertaken (what indeed could not have 
been done in the Compaſs of ſuch Papers) to 
examine the ſeveral Citations fromthe 
many Great and Learned Hands, which 
the Author of the Eſſay had called in 
to his Affiſtance ; All which Citations, 
as I thought it neceſſary, I had parti- 
\cularly Examin d; I judged. it there- 
fore proper to continue in my Defign, g 
Committing my Papers to the Prefs. 

it mean Time, while they were 5 


ing 
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ing off, The Author of the Eſſay pub- 
liſh'd His Defence : In which he calls 
for An Anſwer to the forementioned 
Citations ; which Confirm'd me in my 
Opinion, of the Neceſſity there was, ſor 
Examining them, that He might not go 
on with his Triumph on That Head. 
Here He will find them All Confider'd : 
And, as He builds ſo much upon Them; 
If He ſhall think It adviſable to Reply 
any Thing to what I have written; It 
is Expected, that He either Defend 
Thoſe Citations, or, Give them up. 
He will find here likewiſe, a Full and 
Particular Anſwer to His Defence ; 
which, As I had undertaken the Subject, 
I thought neceſſary to draw up, and 
Annex-to the other. © 
Our Author has, in his Eſſay, ad- 

vanced ſeveral Things of the ſame Kind, 
with what Dr. Clarke had. ſaid in bis 
Scripture Doctrine; and which were 
anſwer d in Dr. Waterland' Critical 
Hiſtory of the Athanaſian Creed, 
ny Years ago. But this Gentleman. 
a 2 with 
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with Whom ] have to do, takes not the 
leaſt Notice of This ; either, not hav- 
ing read That Book, or defignedly omit- 
ting to own it. I have not ſcrupied there- 
fore, on a proper Occaſion, to make uſe 
of the Sentiments of the Author of the 
Critical Hiſtory (for whilſt Errors are 
Many, Truth is but One) my only 
View being to preſerve the Unwary, 
from being deceived by the Specious Pre- 
tences of the Eſſay; ; and to Contribute 
All the Good in my Power, to the Ca- 
tholic Cauſe. > And, If what 1 have 
ſaid, ſhould have the good Fortune, in 
any Degree, to produce the defir d Effect; 
T ſhall think-my Trouble more than Re- 
compenced. | 

But I muſt not ſorget to En that 
the Retaining ſuch an Explicite Con- 
feſſion of our Faith, 4s the Athana- 
ſian Creed, will, J dare ſay, appear 
more particFularl neceſſary at This 
Time, to all Thoſe who haue an Hearty 
Concern for the Honour of Chriſt and 


bis Church; when They ſee ſuch Open 
0 Attac ks 
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Attacks made upon the Chriſtian Faith: 
4 ſay, upon the Chriſtian Faith ! For, 
whilſt ſome, on the One Hand, are la- 
bouring to pull down, and demoliſh the 
Outworks and Defences; Others are 
boldly 'ffriking at the Faith itſelf. 7 
mean the Author of a Book, Entituled, 


Chriſtian Liberty Aﬀſerted, &c. By ; 
man in the Country; which © 


A Clergyn 
has appear d fince 1 began to draw. up 
theſe Papers. The Author, in this Book, 
is pleas'd to ſtigmatize the Eſtabliſhed 
Doctrine of our Church, among other 
hard Names, with the Titles of, Groſs, 
Irreligious, and Antichriftian Error, 
(p. 1.) An Impious Hypotheſis, (p.39.) 
A monſtrous Syſtem of the worſt 
Hereſies, (p. 39.) Tritheiſm, (p. 2.) 
Blaſphemy, (p. 58.) with a great Deal 
more of the like Calumny, which, He 
ought to know, is No Conviction. Is 
p. 62. The poor Man ſeems to be a 
little beſide Himſelf. For He ends his 
raving Declamation in That Page, as 
fare ;\ ſpraking of Dr. Warerland, 


. 
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If (ſays He) He is ſo infatuated 
« with the Love of Antichriſtian Er- 
« ror, as not to abide the Communion 
„of Faithful Chriſtians, the Door is 
6 open, and he may, with his Deluded 
& Followers, leave That Church, which 
« profeſſeth the Scripture, and the Seri p- 
c ture only, to be the Rule of its Faith; 
« and which has no Concern with His 
« Hypothefis but to Condemn It. As 
if the Dochine We Profeſs was An- 
tichriſtian Error; and Arians only, 
were the Faithful Chriſtians: As if 
the Church Eftabliſh'd was an Arian 
Church; and The Trinitarian Doc- 
trine, An Hereſy of Dr. Waterland, 
and his deluded Followers. Surely, 
This is taking A more than Chriſtian 
Liberty! And, if the Gentleman is 
really in his Senſes, It is a Proceeding 
Highly Culpable, Thus to Libel the 
whole Body of the Clergy; and 
brand the Chriſtian Church, with 
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the Inſamous Character of Arianiſm; 
and cannot but recall to bur Minds, 
How 
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How the Men of that Tribe, for- 
merly, after The Council of Ari- 
minum (Held in 259.) in the ſame 


Manner publiſhed it abroad, that 4 
the Catholic Biſhops who were there + 


aſſembled, were All, Arians. This They 
did; becauſe, by their Clamours and 
Artifices, they had prevailed upon the 
Orthodox, to fink the Word, Conſub- 
{tantial, in their Creed, and to draw 
up a new Creed without It ; yet, as the 
Orthodox Party thought, containing 
the very ſame Doctrine.“ And ſbould 
the Church, now condeſcend to Throw 
out the Athanaſian Creed; If the 
Author of Chriſtian Liberty Aſſerted, 
has preſumed to tax it with being 
Arian, when he has not the leaſt 
Ground for It; How would He Tri- 
umph after ſuch 4 Condeſcenfion ! 
I cannot but think therefore, that no- 
thing can be more Neceſlary than to 

hy as retain 
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retain the Athanaſian Creed in our 
Public Liturgy, to flare this Gentle- 
man in the Face, and convince his de- 


laded Followers, rhat the Doctrine of 


our Church, is the Doctrine of 4 Co- 
equal and Coeternal Trinity; And to 


fand a Laſting Monument, in Oppoſi- 
4 to the ſcandalous Reflection He 


has caſ} on the Chriſtian Church. 
T dare ſay, Tf the Author of the Eſſay, 
is really ſincere in his Profeſſions, 
This Gentleman: Performance, will 
alone be ſufficient to make him change 
his Mind, in Relation to Throw- 
ing out the Athanafian Creed. He 
has now, an Opportunity given him, of 
ſhewing bis Sincerity ; unleſs He can 
Think Þ better, to throw off all Guards 


and Defences of his Faith, at a Time, 


when it is Publicly and Notoriouſly 
Attack d: And to leave All Open, to 


the Attempts of every Bold, and . 
dacious Heretick. 


As to what is contain d in Chriſtian 
* Aſſerted, we. I can find no- 


thing 
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thing in it, but what was ſolidly Con- 
futed, ſome Tears ago; when the Con- 
troverſy was Carried on between Dr. 
Waterland, and Another, or the e Same 
Clergyman in the Country: The 
Truth of the Doctrine has been ſo 
well defended, and our Claim thereto, 
ſo often, and ſo fully made good, a- 
gainſt all the Arts and Arguments that 
could be invented, that ſurely, we are 
not, at This Time o Day, to begin 
anew, and ſet forth our Title! F Men. 
will fall be ſo impertinent, as to bring 
up again, and Endeavour to put off to 
the Public, all the Old and Stale Argu- 
ments, which have been confuted over 
and over; It is unreaſonable to expect, 
that th: Church is obliged to attend 
Them, and Confute them, as often as 
they ſhall pleaſe to be Confuted. Ne- 
 vertheleſs, I dare ſay, that No One is 
afraid to have the Cauſe tryed, over 
and over. Let Ir have as many Hear- 
ings as they pleaſe ; It will only be, 10 
their n Shame and 4 Confuſion And 


* will 
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will bring this Advantage with It ; 

that we Tal ſtill be the more Con- 
firm'd in our Faith, by obſerving how ' 
Weak, and Vain, our Adverſaries Ar · 
tempts prove againſt It. 


E. 
— 


2 
E RR AT A. 
Page. Read. 

7 1, 18. in the Pref. Anſwer 
10. |, 22. lufficient 
1143. Schiſmatical 
52. l, ult. begotten 
78. L. ult. better 
79. U. 1. more 

J. 3. 1. Tarstncis 
64.1, 11. & paſſim. Schiſm 
69.1, 9. | Schiſmaticks 

.1, 9. preſer ve 

7. I. 22. STILLINGFLEET 

tag. in the Marg, Remarks upon Dr. Clarke's Expolitjan &c, 
140. |, 2. + Chriſtian 
152.1, 10. perſuaded 
159.1,6. me. 7: 
170. J. 26. p-18. 
Ibid. I. 27. add p. 154. 
387.1, 11. DeFence 

2. I, 22. Prolazuæus 
193.1, ult. acknowledge 

1. 11. grievous 

196. J, 16. expresſly 
299. |, 2. 2 - 
209. |, 2. - avick 


Ibid. 1 24. A great deal 
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= | ; HAVE lately met with 4 
Piece intitled, An Eſſay for 


Common Prayer: The Title 
— informs us, That it is artempt- 

— by an impartial Hand : But whoeyet 

reads the Book, I am afraid, will be apt 

to imagine the contrary. 

B Auohg 


2 The ATHANASIAN Creed 

Among other Alterations, '« It is ſub- 
« mitted, whether it would not be an 
<« Inſtance of great Wiſdom, Prudence, and 
« Charity in our Governors, was it [the 
« Creed commonly called the Creed of St. 
% ATHANAsS1us] /eft entirely out of the 
« Book, or its Uſe confined to Cathedral 
Churches only, or left to the Miniſter's 
<«<--Diſcretion, as ſome Hymns and Prayers 
« are; and in the Room thereof, to read 
either the Nicene, or the Apoſile's 
“ Creed. 

The Creed, commonly called the Creed 
of St. ArnANAsius, has been aſcribed by 
learned Men to different Authors: Nor is 
there a greater Agreement amongſt them, 
as to the Time when it was compoſed. 

But the Opinion of the judicious and 
learned Author of the Critical Hiſtory of 
that Creed, ſeems to carry very great Pro- 
bability in it; which is as much as can be 
expected, in a Caſe which will not admit 
of full and perfect Evidence. He differs 
indeed, but not without giving good Rea- 


 V 
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ſons for it, from thoſe learned Writers 
who have gone before him; and has ad- 
ded one more to the Number of thoſe Au- 
thors who have been named as Com Poſers 
of this Creed. 

4 It was compoſed in Gavur, and, accord- 
ing to him, by Hirxy, once Abbot of 
. Lxxins, and next Biſhop of Axr Es, about 
the Year 430. It was drawn up for the 
Uſe of the Gallican Clergy, and eſpecially 


for the Dioceſs or Province of Artes; 


and was eſteemed by. all who were ac- 
quainted with it, as à valuable Summary 
of the Chriſtian Faith ; in Oppoſition 
| chiefly to Arzans, Macedonians, and Apol- 
_ linarians.* Its Reception was general, 
and antient. It hath been received by 
. Greeks and Latins,'/all over Europe. It 
has been received into the /acred Offices 
| in, ſeveral Countries, France, Germany, 
\ England, Italy, and Rome itſelf, as ſoon, 


or ſooner than the Nicene; which is a high 


Commendation of it (ſays the learned Wri- 
B 2 ter 
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* See Or. Waterland*s critical Hiſtory of the Alan i 
Creed. * vii, vii. Edit. 2. 
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ter before mentioned) as gaining Ground 
by its own intrinſick Worth, and without 
the Authority of any general Council to 
inforce it. © The Uſe of it, (fays the 
ſame Writer) is to be a ſanding Fence, 
and Preſervative againſt the Wiles and E- 
. quiyocations of moſt Kinds of Hereticks**, 
And for this Reaſon, it is called by Ly- 
THER, 4 Bulwark to the Apoſtles Creed. 
Now, I ſubmit it to the Reader, whether 
that M an, who is for leaving entirely out 
of the Book, this valuable Summary of 
the Chriſtian Faith, which has been ſo 
early, and ſo generally received by Greeks 
and Latine, by all the We ern Churches, | 
not only before, but ſince the Reformat i jon, 
whether he, who is now for breaking down 
that which hath ſo long been eſteemed as 

2 ſanding Fence and Prefervative againſl 
the Wiles and Equrvecations of moſi Kinds 
of Hereticks, and attempting to deſtroy the 
great Bukvark of our Faith; I ſubmit it, I 
ſay,” to the Reader, Feeder he will ſup- 
poſe ſuch an one to write with an impar- 
al Hand; or, whether he will not believe, 


* 
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* See Wat. critical Hiſtory, e. vi. p. 180. Edit. 2, 
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that it was guided by his abundant Zeal to 
promote ſome private Cauſe; and, that 
he was actuated by a Prejudice, in Favour 
of ſuch Principles, But, however this 
may be; he propoſes what he calls Rea- 
ſons for this Attempt. Now, as it is in- 
cumbent upon all who are Profeſſors of 
the Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, as it is laid 
down in the Athanaſian Creed, to contri- 
bute what they are able, againſt all At- 
tempts made upon it; as it is their Duty, 
to endeayour to keep up thoſe Fences and 
. Butwarks, which others are for breaking 
down and deſtroying ; and to preſerve pure 
and uncorrupted that which they eſteem 
to be the true Faith, the Poctrine deli- 
vered by Chrift and his Apoſtles, ſealed 
by their Blood, and the Blood of many 
pious Confeſſors and Martyrs: This is a 
ſufficient Reaſon for bearing my Teſtimo- 
ny in the following Sheets, wherein L ſhall 
examine the Reaſons, propoſed by the Au- 
thor ofthe E/ay for laying aſide the Atha- 
paſian Creed. | 

The Author of the Eſay offers in ge- 
neral, as a Reaſon for laying aſide the Arha- 
naſian Creed, that “ It has been the Oc- 
f. ĩðâv 
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ce caſion of great Strife and Contention, 
& and of very uncharitable Diſputes among 
« Chriſtians.“ As to its having been the 
Occaſion of very uncharitable Diſputes 
among Chriſtians It muſt indeed for ever 
be ſo, as long as Hereticts are reckon'd 
in the Number of Chriſtians, and a De- 
fence of the true Faith is term'd an un- 
charitable Diſpute. But muſt Orthodoxy 
give way to Hereſy ? mult we give up the 
true Faith, becauſe there are Hereticks, 
when that is the very Reaſon why we 
ought more ſtrenuoufly to contend for it: 
For upon this Hinge turns the whole Diſ- 
pute. If the Doctrige contained in the 
Atbanaſian Creed be falſe, or unwatrant- 
able by Scripture, away with the Creed! 
but, firſt, let it be proved to be ſo, for 
hitherto the Truth of that Doctrine, after 
many Aſſaults, remains impregnable. But 
if the Doctrine be true, and important, 
then, its having been the Occaſion of Di- 
putec, is no Reaſon for giving it up; ſince 
the important Truths of Chriſtianity are 
not to be enen to the Peace of Men. 


3 


— 
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Myſteries will always be the Occaſion 
of Diſputes, ſo long as there are Men 
who will not believe them upon any Ac- 
count, unleſs they can comprehend, and 
imagine them; that is, unleſs they were 10 
Myſteries ; for, did they fall under our Ima- 
gination, they would ceaſe to be Myſterzes, 
The Deity is all over myſterious ; it is 
the Property of God to be unſearchable ; 
and have not in Conſequence many of his 


Attributes been the Occaſions of Diſputes? 


as they muſt always be, when finite Crea- 
tures pretend to comprehend the Incom- 
prehenſible; or expect to ſee him Face to 
Face, whilſt it is their Lot to behold him 
only through a Glaſs darkly. Has not 


God's Preſcience of future Contingences + 
occaſioned many Diſputes? But, muſt we 
therefore no longer defend it? nay, has 
not the very Being of a God been diſputed ? + 
and will - this Gentleman argue, that we 


muſt, for that Reaſon, give it up ? Surely 
he will not: And therefore his Reaſon 
would prove a great deal too much: And 
then, I hope, he need not be told, that 
it proves nothing at all. The Reaſon he 

gives 


* 
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gives for /aying aſide the Athanaſian 
Creed, is the very Reaſon I aſſign for re- 
taining it, vig. becauſe there are Hereticks, 
and thoſe who diſputè the Truth of the 
Doctrine contained therein. 

But © Ir has been (ſays he) the Occa- 
« ſion of great Strife and Contention;“ 
very true: But is not every Man obliged 
to ſtrive and contend for the fundamen- 


tal Articles of his Faith, againſt thoſe who 
impugn them ? and is our contending for 


them, any Reaſon why we ſhould give 
em up? Is the Defence of a Fortreſs to be 
aſſigned as a Reaſon for a Surrender ? This 
is ſtrange Sort of reaſoning truly! But if 
our Adverſaries are ſo averſe to Strife and 
Contention in this Matter, why don't they 
give up their Point? and why does this 

pacifick Gentleman throw out a new Bone 
of Contention among us, by propoſing to 
lay aſide the Athanaſian Creed? If it be 
faid, that they cannot give up their Point, 
becauſe they don't belzeve the Doctrine we 
maintain: Then, tis plain they lay no 
Streſs in their own Caſe, upon the Argu. 
ment of Strife and Contention; but upon 
their Ob;ed7ions to the Doctrine; and I 
anſwers 
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anſwer, neither can we give up our Point, 
becauſe we do believe the Doctrine, and 
ſee no Reaſon we have, to compliment 
them with our Principles. It would be as 
criminal in us, to give up the Articles of 
our Chriſtian Faith, as they think it would 
be in them, to admit them as ſuch ; And 
therefore the Matter is reduced to this ; 
vis. Whether we are in the Right, or 
they? Whether the Doctrine we contend 
for, be true and important, of not? And, 
how are we*to judge of this, but by 
what has been ſaid on both Sides? To 
thoſe Works, to Scripture, to Antiquity 
I appeal]! And let the World judge im- 
partially, who has made their Cauſe good. 
If this Gentleman, with whom I have to 
do, thinks our Adverſaries have done it, 
let him ſay ſo; let him reſt his Cauſe 
there; and we know how to anſwer him : 
But, as to his Argument about Strife and 
Contention, it has nothing in it. For, if 
we have ſufficiently ſhewn the Docttine 
we coritend for to be true and important, 
juſtifiable by Scripture, and Antiquity z 
then we ought ſtill to ſfrive and contend 
for it; ; and they alone are to blame, who 


C firive 
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firive againſt the Stream of Antiquity, 
contend againſt os; and kick againſt 
the Price. 

But the Author of the Eſſay deſcends 
to Particulars, and tells us, That his © Rea» 
« ſons for exchanging the Athauaſian Creed 
« for one of the other, are, 

 « Firſt, Becauſe many ſound and or- 
& thodox Chriſtians of our Church, both 
« Clergy and Laity, have _ greatly 
« diſſatisfied: with it. 
„ - Secondly, In regard the true Faith 
ce will be equally ſecured and preſerved 
% among us, by the Uſe. of che Nicene 
« or Apoſites Creed; either of which con- 
« tains the Sum, Subſtance, and funda- 
« mental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith,” * 
To prove his. firſt Aſſertion, he cites 
Paſſages from ſeveral Perſons: Now, ſinee 
any Man's (be he ever fo great and learn- 
ed) being diſſatisfied with the Athauaſian 
Creed, without ſuficient Reaſons for being 
lo, will be no 1 at pag you _ 
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are ſuppoſed to contain the Reaſons of 
ſuch Diſſatisfaction, I ſhall therefore ex- 
amine what Force there is in ſuch Reaſons 
as are there produced. He begins with 
Mr. CHIILIN WORT R, and tells us, that 
He, „in a Letter to Dr. SHELDON, 
« afterwards Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

printed with his Works in the Year 17 19- 
« writes thus: The damning Sentences in 
« St. ATHANASIUS's Creed (as we are 
« made to ſubſcribe it) are moſt falſe, 
* and alſò in a high Degree preſumptuous 
e and ſciſmatical; and therefore I cannot 
© ſubſcribe it to be agreeable to the Word 
& of God, /eeing I believe it repugnant 
” chereta. And which, | continues the 
« Author of the Eſſay] was the principal 
«© Reaſon; that great and good Man per- 
<« ſiſted, not only in his Refuſal to ſub- 
« ſcribe. the Thirty-nine Articles of Re- 
* ligion, but of accepting any Preferments 
de in the Church, Sk often preſſed 
4 bo it.. 


22-9 Now 
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No to this 1 anſwer aide 

First, However ſound and orthodox 
Mr. Chillingworth be ſuppoſed to be, and 
however diſutisfied he was with the 
Athanaſian Creed ; yet, if 'Mr. Chilling- 
worth's Reaſons prove to be inſufficient, 
then Mr. Chillngworth's being diſſatis- 
Fed with that Creed, will do our Gentle- 
man no Service to the End he deſigns it, 
Viz, to its being laid aſide or e 
Nou the Reaſon of Mr. Cn1LtINcwortH's 
being difatisfied appears to be this; vig. 
that © the damning Sentences 5 not 
te agrecable, but repugnant to the Word 
« of Cod. — But what is repugnant to 
the Word of God ? Is it repugnant to 
the Word of God, that Men ſhall be 
eternally puniſhed. for Unbelief in 88 
. fox rejecting the true and right Faith as 
taught in Scripture? This, ſurely, can 
never be affirmed ; when we hear our 
Lord himſelf pronouncing, that he that 
believeth not (hall be damned. It is 
plainly agrecable to Seripture, that he wha 
| rejects 
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rejects the true Faith, in general, ſhall be 
puniſhed hereafter : And, as a learned Au- 
thor writes; „As to rejecting any par- 
“ ticular Branch or Article of it, it muſt 
© of Conſequence be a Sin againſt the 
<« Whole ; againſt Truth and Peace, and 
e therefore damuable in its own Nature, 
« as all wilful Sins are, without Repen- 
© tance. As to the Allowances to- be 
«© made for invincibie Ignorance, Preju- 
« dice, or other unavoidable Infirmities ; 
« as they will be pleadable in the Caſe of 
« any other Sin, ſo may they, and will 
te they alſo be pleadable in this: But it 
« was foreign to the Purpoſe of the Creed 
to take Notice of it in this Caſe, par- 
4 ticularly, when it is common to all Caſes 
« of like Nature, and is always /#ppoſed 
and under ſtood, though not ſpecially 
«© mentioned.“ * 

To reject then the true Faith, either in 
IV bole or in Part, is undoubtedly a dam- 
nable Sin in its own Nature; and conſe- 
quently it is not repugnant, but agreeable 
to 
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to Scripture, to pronounce what Scripture 
itſelf pronounces, ſuch Allowances as are 
aforementioned. being made. It is agree- 
able then to Scripture to ſay, that Except 
every one do keep whole and undefiled the 
Catholick Faith, without Doubt he ſhall 
periſh everlaſtingly. And if the Faith 
contained in the Athanaſian Creed be the 
true Catholick Faith; then it is likewiſe 
as right to ſay, that This is the Catholick 
Faith, which except a Man believe faith- 
fully, he cannot be ſaved. Thus far, then, 
is evidently true: But yet there is no 
Reaſon for ſcrupulous Men to be ſtartled 
at this; for I ſhall obſerve from the 
learned Writer above cited, that “ This 
- is to be underſtood like all other ſuch 
« general Propoſitions, with proper Re- 
« ſerves and qualifying Conſtructions: 

« As for Inſtance, if after laying down a 
6 Syſtem of Chriſtian Morality, it be ſaid, 
« This is the Chriſtian Practice, which, 
« except a Man faithfully obſerve and 
te follow, he cannot be ſaved; it would 
« be no more than right and juſt thus to 
« R But no one could be ſuppoſed 
1 . « hereby 
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ce hereby to exclude any ſuch merciful 
« Abatements, or Allowances, as ſhall 
© be made for Mens particular Circum- 
ec ſtances, Weakneſſes, Frailtics, Igno- 
& rance, Inability, or the like; or for 
their //xcere Intentions, and honeſt 
| & Deſires of knowing and doing the 
« whole Will of God, accompanied with 
&« a general Repentance of their Sins, 
« and firm Reliance upon God's Mercy, 
4 through the ſole Merits of Chriſt Jeſus. 
« There can be no Doubt, however, 
“ but. that Men are accountable for their 
« Faith, as well as their Practice; and 
« eſpecially if they take upon them to 
« inſtru& and direct others, truſting to 
« their own Strength and Parts, againſt 
the united Judgment and Verdict of 
« whole Churches, ancient and modern. 
It appears, then, that if the Doctrine 
contained in the Athanaſian Creed be the 
true Faith, then the damnatory Clauſes, 
with thoſe proper Qualifications and Al- 
lowances as are always to be made, are 


very 
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very agreeable both to Scripture and 
Reaſon; and neither Mr. Chillingworth, 
nor any one elſe, who well conſiders, 
could have any good Reaſon to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with them, if they believe the 
Doctrine of Faith laid down in that 
Creed, to be the Truth: For, if it be, 
why ſhould they deny the damnatory 
Clauſes to be right and juſt, in relation 
to Faith? which, I ſuppoſe, they would 
allow to be ſo, in relation to Practice. 
Therefore, as before, the Merits of the 
Cauſe depend upon this ; viz. Whether 
the Doctrine contained in the Athanaſian 
Creed can be proved by Scripture to be 
the true Faith : For, if it can, then the 
damnatory Clauſes, for the Reaſons before 
given, will be agreeable to Scripture alſo: 
and Mr. Chillingworth's, or any other's 
believing them to be repugnant to Scrip- 
ture, may, indeed, be a Reaſon, though 
a miſtaken one, for their being, diſſatis- 
fed; but is none for what the Author of 
the Eſſay would have it, viz. for laying 
aſide or exchanging the Athanaſf an Creed : 
Nor will it be any, ſo long as our Ad- 


verſaries are unable to make it appear, 
that 


j 
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that the Doctrine is falſe; and we 
always able and ready to maintain = 
prove from Scripture and Antiquity, that 
this is the true Catholick Faith, I may 
obſerye, that it does not appear, by what 
the Author of the Eſay has produced, 
that Mr. Chillingworth was diſſatisfied 
with the Athauaſian Creed, but with 
the damuatory Clauſes ; which, perhaps, 
he underſtood in too ſtrict a Senſe, with- 
out the forementioned Allowances. In 
what Manner they are ſuppoſed to relate 
to the Doctrine of the Athauaſian Creed, 
you may ſee, p. 1 3, and 14, x5. 

But, Secondly, The Author of the Egay 
aſſerts, that * This was the principal Rea- 
4 ſon that great and good Man perſiſted, 
« not only in his Refuſal to /ab/cribe the 
 & Thirty-yipe Articles of Religion, but of 
c accepting any Preferments in the Church, 
thqugh often preſſed to it.. 

This very Aſſertion concerning Mr. 
CHILLINGWQRTH was ſpread ſeveral Years 
/ ago 3 and was as long ago confuted by 
_Dr. WATERLAND, | in his Critical Hl iftory 


of 


* 
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of the Athanaſian Creed, (c. 11.) printed i in 
1724. reprinted in 177 8. Which, in Chart- 
ty, I will ſuppoſe the Author of the Eſſay 
not yet to have read, and therefore I muft 
inform him, as a full and ſufficient Confu- 
tation of this Aﬀertion, that if he will give 
| himſelf the Trouble to conſult the Office 
of Sarum, he will find, it ſeems, upon Re- 
cord, the following Article; vs. 
Ego Gurt Ixus CHILLINGWORTH, 
Clericus, in Artibus Magiſter, ad Can- 
rellariatum Eccleſiæ Cathedralis Beatz 
Mariz Sarum, una cum Præbenda de 
Brinworth, alias Brickleſworth, in 
Comitatu Northampton Petriburgenſis 
Dioeceſeos in eadem Ecclefia fundata, 
et eidem Cancellariatui annexa, admit- 
tendus et inſtituendus, omnibus hisce 
Articulis, et Singulis in eiſdem con- 
tentis volens et ex animo ſub ſcribo, et 
Con ſen ſum meum eiſdem prebeo, viceſi- 
mo die Julii 1633. 
GuLIELMUs CHILLINGWORTH: 


This is the Perſon, who, we are told, 


| perſi ed in his Refuſal to ſubſeribe the 
Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, and of 
accepting 
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accepting any Preferment in the Church! 
The Caſe appears to be this: Mr. Chil- 
lingworth had, it ſeems, once ſome Scru- 
ples about theſe dammatory Clauſes, and 
refuſed to ſubſcribe in the Year 1635- 
But he did not per/ift very long to refuſe 
ſuch Subſcription ; for, I find, that about 
three Years after, when he had well 
weighed and conkidered the Matter, he 
changed his Mind ; his Scruples vaniſhed; 
he found them, no doubt, to be without 
Foundation, and therefore ſubſcribed Fuly 
20th, in the Year 1638, as ſtands open. ; 
Record in the aboyementioned Article, to 
be found in the Office of Sarum, where 
he was inſtituted Chancellor of the Church. 
In vain, therefore, does the Author of the 
Eſſay produce Mr. Chillingworth as an 
Inſtance of one who was diſatis fied with 
the Athanaſian Creed, and as one who re- 
fuſed to ſubſcribe ; ſince it is evident that 
he did ſubſcribe, and (however diſſatis- 
fied he may once have been) thereby plain. 
ly declared he was then very well ſatire 
fied with it, 


D 2 His 
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His next Authority is Biſhop Tavzor, 
who (ſays he) © thus expreſſes himſelf 
concerning the Athanaſian Creed: If 
* It were conſider'd how many People an- 
* derfland it not; how contrary to natural 

© Reaſon it ſeems ; how little the Scrip- 
ture ſays of thoſe Curioſities of Expli- 
cation; and how Tradition was not clear 
on his Side for the Article «ſelf, much 
© leſs for thoſe Forms and Minutes: It 
had not been amiſs, if the final Judg- 
ment had been left to Jeſus Chriſt.”* 
Whether Dr. Tyler delivered theſe as 
his own Sentiments, , or)was/6nly ſhewing 

what tight be pleaded” by an Opponent, I 

ſhall not here enquire : Becauſe, whether 
or no they be the Sentiments of Dr. Taylor, 
*tis. plain they are the Sentiments of the 
Author of the Eſay; and ſince, as they 
here Rand detached from Dr. Taylor's 
Work, they may be ſuppoſed to contain 
ſome Yea! Objections to the Athanaſian 

Creed, I ſhall examine them in that Light, 
leſt others, as well as this Gentleman, 
mould 
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ſhould think there is any Force in them, 
when in Reality there is none. Many 
People under/iand it not; by People muſt 
here be meant either the Learned, or the 
Yulger, or both. If he means the 
Learned; I would ask, what is it which 
they do "not underſtand ? Do they not 
underſtand. that the Athanaſian Creed is 
in Oppoſition to the Hereſies of the 
Arcus, Photinians, Sabellians, Mace da- 
niaur, Apollinarians, Neſfori ans, Eutychi- 
ant ? If they do; they underſtand, ſo far, 
the Deſign of that Creed. I preſume too, 
they underſtand of what Kind choſe He- 
reſies were; and if fo, they will then un. 
derſtand the Paſſages which guard againſt 
them, Further; Do they not underſtand 
what is meant by a Trinity in Unity, in 
the general; vis. that there are three, 
the Father, Sor, and Holy Ghoſt; ſo 
diſtin, as not to be one the other; and 
ſo united, as to be ove (od This general 
Doctrine is clear and plain to be under- 
ſtood; and if they underſtand theſe gene- 
ral Truths, it is ſufficient. As to the 
Modus or Manner, how three Perſons are 


one 


12 The ATHANASIAN Creed 


one God ; that, indeed is what they will 
_ neyer under ſtand; nor is it any where re- 
| quired : But yet this is no Reaſon why 
they ſhould be d:ſatisfied ; for every one 
ought to be ſatisfied with the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Heayen. It hath pleaſed God 
that our Knowledge, whilſt we remain on 
this Side the Grave, ſhould be imperfect; 
that whilſt we dwell below in this earthly 
Tabernacle, the Veil ſhould be drawn be- 
tween us and Heayen. The Revelations 
which are afforded us, are ſufficient for the 
Neceſſities of our preſent State, though 
they reach not far enough te ſatisfy our 
Curioſity : And the natural Concluſion 
from this, is, that we ought to be conten- 
ted that we know ſo much; not impatient 
that we know no more. We ſhould thank 
God that he has been graciouſly pleaſed 
to communicate ſo much of himſelf to us; 
not be d:ſatisfied that he has not given us 
a full Knowledge of every Thing. In 
ſhort, we ſhould be content that he has 
placed us in ſo high a Claſs of Beings ; 
not murmur that he has not placed us 
higher : We ſhould thank him that we 
are 
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are Men; not repine that we are not Au- 
gelt. It is enough then, that we know, 
that the Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity 
in Unity is to be worſhipped. This is 
juſtifiable from holy Scripture, and is 
plain and eaſy to be underſtood, as to the 
General Doctrine; and we are not or- 
dinarily obliged to enquire any further: 
And therefore, whatever Learned Man 
is for rejecting the Athanaſian Creed, I 
am afraid, it is not becauſe he does not uu- 
der ſtand it, but becauſe he does not be- 
lieye the general Doctrine. If it be re- 
plied, that he believes the general Doc- 
trine, but is not ſo well fatisfied with 
the Curioſities of Explication ; I anſwer, 
that, when it is ſaid, He therefore that 
will be ſaved, muſt thus think of the 
Trinity; we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
this is not meant of every little Illuſtra- 
tion mentioned in that Creed ; but of the 


general Doctrine of a Trinity in Unity. 
« I incline (ſays a very learned and Ju- 


© dicious Writer) to the moderate Opi- 
“nion of thoſe who think that the Author 
&« | of the Athanaſian Creed | here does 
not wy the Streſs upon every little 
. * Nicoty 
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« Nicety of Explicat ion before given; 
« but upon the main Doctrine of a C- 
6 equal and Coeternal Trinity ; — as 
c conſiſting of three Perſons Coeternal, 
« and Coequal ; and all one God; diftin& 
“ enough to be three; united enough to 
c be one; diſtinct without Diviſion z uni- 
tc ted without Confuſion. But ſtill, all 
theſe Explications are caſy enough to be 
underſtood in the general, though not as 
to their Modus. The Generation of the 
Son, and Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, are 
Plain as to the general Doctrine; though 
the Modus of them is not fo : They are 
intelligible, (and, I add, taught in Scrip- 
ture) though incomprehenſible. YEE 

It may here perhaps be replied by ſome, 
that a Search into the Modus or Manner 
of the Trinity in Onity, or an Explication 


of the Myſtery, is, what they are as averſe 


to, as we can be: And, that, for that very 
Reaſon it is, they would have the Athana- 
fran Creed laid aſide, becauſe it contains 
ſomeNzcerzes of E 2 1 5 upon which, 

| we 
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we ourſel ves are inclined to believe, that 
the Author of the Creed does not lay ſo 
great a Streſs, as to make our eternal Sal- 
vation depend upon them. 

Now to this I anſwer, Firſt, that if we 
admit that the Author of the Athanaſian 
Creed does not mean to pronounce, that he 
who would be ſaved, muſt think of the | 
Trinity, according to the ſeveral Phraſes | 
of that Creed; then there is no Reaſon 
to object againſt ſuch Explications, out of 
any Fear of incurring ſuch Condemnation, | 
Secondly, that the Explications in the Atha- 
naſian Creed are not, as our Adverſaries 
pretend, ſearching into the Modus of the 
Trinity, os explaining the Myſtery. The 
Author of the Eſay has touched upon 
this String: © The Trinity (ſays he) be- 
ing allowed by all to be a Myſtery, in 
« the Nature of the Thing, it cannot be 
capable of a clear, certain, and defined 
« Rxplication, as to the metaphyſical Ef 
« ſence, Subſtance, and Property of cach 
* Perſon in the Godhead. And yet it 
* is attempted to be done in that Creed, 
though little to the Satisfaction of ma- 

* 2 
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= 0p learned and pious Perſons,” * This 


Gentleman ſeems to be no better a Me- 
taphy/iian, than he is a Reformer : For, if 
he had underſtood what is meant by meta- 
phyſical Eſſence, Subſtance, Ge. he would 
not have made an Objection to the Atha- 


naſian Creed, which hath no Truth in it. 


Let him point out the Paſſages in that 
Creed, wherein the metaphyſical Eſence 


and Subſtance of the Godhead, is pretend- 


ed to be explained farther than Scripture 
teaches, and we may ſhew him his Miſtake. 
There is a Difference between explaining 
the Myſtery, and explaining the Doctrine; 
the latter is what is done in the Athana- 
ſian Creed An Explanation of the Mfte- 
ry is not attempted. Tt is not there pre- 
tended to be ſhewn, how Three Perſons 
are One God, or how God and Man are 
one Chriſt; but the plain, and general 
Truth only is declared in ſuch Terms, as 
are moſt proper to illuſtrate, not the M- 


 ftery, but the Doctrine; and to defend the 


main Doctrine againſt the Miſconſtructions 
of Wen Nen * hd that Greed, 
| hen 
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when laid together, amounts to no more 
than this, vis. That there are three Per- 


ſons in the Godhead, coequal and coeternal, 


ſo diftint?, as not to be one the other 5 
and ſo united, ay, to be one God; 5.and that, 
God and Ma is one Chriſt. This is the 
Sum and Subſtance of the Doctrine there 
laid down. It is ſaid indeed, That the 
Father is made of none, neither created, 
nor begotten. That the Son it of the Fe. 
ther alone, not made nor created, but be- 
gotten. And that rhe Holy Ghoſt is of the 
Father, and of the Son, neither made, nor 
created, nor begotten, but proceeding. But 
this is no farther defining the metaphyſi- 
cal Efence of the Perſons in the God - 
head, than is wholly juſtifiable from Scrip- 
ture. The Terms are general; the Modus is 
not enquired into. And I may add, that the 
ſame Terms of Begotten and Proceeding, : 
are uſed in the Nicene Creed, which this 
Gentleman is for retaining: And therefore: 
it cannot be this Part of the Creed, where he 
means that the metaphyſical Efſence, Kc. of 
the three Perſons in the Godhead, is attempt - 
ed to be explained. I apprehend it to be 
in the Doctrine of the Tucarnation. It is 
there faid, That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 

E 2 God 
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God and Man ; God, of the Subſtance of 
the Father, begotten before the Worlds : 

and Man, of the Subſtance of his Mother, 
born in the World : But I ſee here no Me- 
faphyſicks 5 all that is aſſerted, is, That 
he is God and Man: As to any farther 
metaphyſical Eſſence, than what is thus laid 
down, there is none. All that was aim'd 
at in the foregoing Paſſage, and thoſe which 
follow, was only an accurate Explanation. 
of the general Truth, not the metaphyſi- 
cal Eſſence; and to ſhew, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
was perfect God, and perfeet Man, of a 
reaſonable Hul, and human "Fleſh ſubſiſt- 
ing; who, although he be God and Man, 
Jet he is not tuo, but one Chriſt ; one, not 
ty Converſion of the Godhead. into Fleſh, 
but by taking of the Manhood into God; 
ene altogether, not | by Confuſſon of Sub- 
ſtance, but by Unity of Perſon. If theſe 
are Metaphyſicks, they are ſuch as Scrip- 
ture will juſtify ; us in: And thoſe Meta- 
phyſicks which are agreeable to Scripture, 
will always be true. If the Author of the 
Eſffay.has reſpect to that Paſſage,” where 
the Union of God and Mau is il luſtrated, 
by the — af the Jou and Body; I 
W anſwer, 
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anſwer, that is ſtill not illuſtrating the 
Myſtery, but the general Doctrine, or ge- 
neral Truth. It is not ſearching into the 
metaphyſical Eſſence, but ſhewing the Po/- 
ſibility of two Subſtances making one Per- 
ſon, by inſtancing in a Matter of Fact, 
which every one muſt aſſent to. In ſhort, 
what is here ſaid of the Incarnation, is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to be ſaid againſt thoſe 
who would corrupt it: Words, the ſtron- 
geſt and moſt expreſliye, ſuch as could not 
eaſily be eluded, were neceſſary to be cho- 
ſen, to ſecure us in this Article from the 
Equiyocations, and Perverſeneſs of Arians, 
Photimians, and Apollinarians : And no 
Wonder to hear Men crying out againſt. 
thoſe Guards which are our Defence againſt 
them; and complaining of the Strength of 
thoſe Bulwarks, which keep them from 
plundering us of the Articles of our Faith. 
The metaphyſical Eſſence of the three Per- 
ſons in the Godhead, are no farther at- 
tempted to be explained in the Athanaſian 
Creed, than is agreeable to Holy Writ, 
and is made neceſſary, by thoſe who would 
otherwiſe per vert the true Faith of Chriſt, 
by cheir falſe Gloſſes and Miſconſtruction: 
1 And 


it is the great Value of it; and thoſe Who 


e Ariiixiiun Oe 
4 therefore, the Ac curacy and 07 nute- 


neſt of the Athanaſian Creed, are io far 
from being a,_7uff Complaint ag ainſt it, that 


ſpeak againſt it on this account, thereby 
plainly ſtew the Uſe of it. "They feel the - 
Force and Strength of it againſt them; and, 
by t their diſliking it, they ſhew us ; how 5 
ly. it is compoſed, and fitted to oppoſe 
their Heretical Tenets. Their thus con. 
of 1 it; 5 25 heit pleading for its being on 
this ; ACCOUNT laid aſide, is a very { Lubſtantial. 
Realon for us tor retain TS 

In ſearching into the Myſtery ng) the, 
Trinity in Unity, this Rule is to be ob- 
ſerved; That We, are to ſearch no farther 
than End taking i in all the Juſt and 
proper Helps, uſeful and necellary, i in or- 
der to un derſtand it rightly; fo far as. 
that will juſtify us, may we 80, and no 
fürther. And therefore, when we blame 
Men for ee into the ok of the 
Trinity in nity ; tis becauſe 1 they there- 
by go. beyond chis Rule. They defire to 
be wiſe, above what is written, and refuſe 
to believe the Tyutb of the Ditlrine, be. 

BHR cauſo 
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cauſe they cannot fully comprehend it in 
ever) Part. But this is not our Ca aſe. 


The Athanaſian Creed has Scripture to de- 


fend it; it proceeds no farther than it has 
from thence a Warrant. for: It ſearches not 
into the Modus of the Thing, nor endea- 
Yours to explain the Myſtery, but the ge- 
neral Truth, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt ex- 
preſſive Terms: And, ſo long as we are 
able to make this good, the Charge of Cu- 
rioſities of Explication, and 8 in- 
to the metaphyſical Effence, Gc. 
with the leaſt Juſtice be here 1 
To return to the Quotation from Bios | 
T, or — If by People, be meant the Val- 
gar, when it is ſaid, that the People do not 
underſtand the Athanaſcan Creed; let us 
enquire, what it is which hey do not r 
fand. Nov, it will be found, that they un- 
-derfland all that is ordinarily required of 
them to be believed. © Any plain Man 
may eaſily conceive, that Father Son 
and Holy Ghoſt are properly Di- 
« vine, are not one the other, and yet axe 
e one God, by an intimate Union; and that 
« the Son in particular being God end Man, 
. js one Chriſt.— "This is enough f6r 


| any plain Chriſtian to know or believe ; 
MR ""— 
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& and he is not ordinarily obliged to be 
© more minute in his Enquiries, or to un- 
64 derſtand Scholaſtick Terms.”* The 
Vulgar then, we ſay, may underſtand the 
general Doctrine contained in the Atha- 
naſam Creed, and, as to the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances and Appendages, the ſeveral 
Technical Terms and Phraſes, they are not 
required to trouble their Heads about them, 
ordinarily, I mean, at leaſt. The Vulgar 
need not be under any Concern, about ad- 
juſting the Senſe of the Terms, Per ſon, 
Subſtance, Coequality, Kc. For, though 
' theſe Terms are of uſe, and neceſſary to 
| ſettle the Controverſy with greater Accu- 
. racy, amongſt thoſe who underſtand them; 
yet God forbid we ſhould ſay, that the 
| eternal Sal vation of every Plowman and 
Mechanict, depends upon them! No; the 
Doctrine may be under ſtood without them 
And, though they now become neceſſary 
to preſerve the Doctrine pure, and uncor- 
rupted by thoſe who may impugu it; yet, 
no doubt buy we . wing 8 and 
We 
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died in the true Faith of the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, had we never heard any thing of 
ö them; as many did, not only Fulgar, but 
; Learned too, long before thoſe Terms came 


into Uſe. This Caſe is wiſely ſtated by the 
Author of the Importance, Sc. Let Di- 
« vines ſee, that every Article of Faith is 
&« clear and conſiſtent throughout, when 
« traverſed as far as the acuteſt Ob- 
&« je&tor can carry it: But let common Chri- 
ce ſtians be content with every Article in 
its native Simplicity, as laid down in 
« Scriptute, for Edification of the Faith= | 
« ful; and not as it appears in Controyer= \____.,..-- 
« ſal Books, or Confeſſions, with all its J 1 
60 Armour about. it, for the Conviction or 
« Confuſion of Gainſayers. '* But (that 
I may keep the main Point in view) give 
me leave to add here, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the Fulgar, or Common Chriſtians, ate 
not obliged to enquire into the Contro- 
ver ſy, but to content themſelves with the 
Belief of the general Doctrine; yet that 
we may preſerve this general Doctrine, 

F from 
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| from the Corruptions, and falſe Conſtruc- 
; tion of ſubtle and deſigning Hereticks, it 
; is abſolutely neceſſary to retain a ſland- 
| ing Confeſſion of our Faith, as well, as to 
Preterve others from 8 drawn away 
= Into their Errors. It is of the utmoſt Con- 
| ſequence to retain ſuch a Confeſſion of our 


1 4 

3 ee, Faith, with all its Armour about it, when 

; £ Delis we have ſo many Enemies around us rea- 

e dy to attack it. 2 

2 As to the Here ſies guarded againſt in 
$ the Athanaſien Creed, it is true, the Vul- 

li 4 gar underſtand little or nothing of 39 
1 Af; * and may therefor re be ſuppoſed generally 


to be ignorant, what that Creed in ſuch 

Places aims at, and intends: But then, I 

would deſire it to be conſidered, that it is 

no Queſtion but all Hereticks endeavour, 

and hope to make the Yulgar underſtand 

© their Hereſfies and Opinions; to make heir 
Creed intelligible to them; and to ſeduce 

as many as poſſible, from the true Catho- 

lick Faith. And, therefore, it is abſolute- 

1y neceſſary, that the Church ſhould always 

be provided with a landing Form, of ſach 

a Kind, as ſhall be ſufficient to ſecure the 

Vulgar from ſuch Seducers. It is neceſ- 

fary that we ſhould have a true Orthodox 

Creed, 
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Creed, to guard againſt any Heretical one. 
The Vulgar will underſtand the general 
Doctrine ofa Trinity in Unity: That there 
are three, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
and that theſe three are one God: And, 
that the Son being God and Man, is one 
Chriſt : And this (as was obſerved before) 


<na—_— - 


ever there is a Neceſſity for them to ſearch 


into particular Explications, they have 


this Form ready to turn to, where they 


will be ſupplied with true ones. When- 


ever any Heretick ſhall endeavour to im- 


poſe his falſe Explications of the Doctrine 


upon them; the true ones, which they 


will find here, will be of uſe to prevent 


his Deſigns, and to keep them ſteady in 
the true Faith. If the Wotves never ap- 
proach, the Flock will feed in Safety: But, 
it is certainly a neceſſary Care in the Shep- 
herds, to watch over them and guard them 
in the beſt Manner they can, againſt all 
Attacks. If the Vulgar never have any 
Occaſion to ſearch into particular Explica- 
tions, ſo much the better : But then, there 
is no Harm done, in wiſely: providing a- 
gainſt the worſt: And, if eyer they have 
is F 2 Occaſion, 


A 
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Occaſion, here is a proper Clue ready to 
dire& them, to lead them into the right 
Path, and prevent their wandering. I do 
not pretend to ſay, that every one among 
the Vilgar, can fully comprehend every 
Nicety of Explication in the Athanaſian 
Creed; or, are capable of ſeeing through 
the full Inteat and Aim of every Part of 
it; and to what End and Purpoſe every 
Paſſage was deſigned ; But this I fay, that 
every one who is capable of being ſeduced. 
and ſet wrong in any one Article, is as capa- 
ble of being brought back, and ſet right by 
this Form, If they are capable of under- 
ſanding the Creed of Heretzcks, they will 


be equally capable of underſtanding that 
of the Orthodox; and, if they can drink 


the Poiſon they can drink the Antidote. 
And to to this End is the Athana/ian Creed 
retained, to be a Bu/wark of our Faith a- 
gainſt the Beſegers, and an Antidote ready 
at Hand, for all to take, in order to pre- 
ſerve themſclyes againſt thoſe who ſhall 
ſtretch forth the Poiſon to them. 

It is plain then, that beth the Learned, 
and the Vulgar may underſtand the Atha- 
naſian Creed, fo far as it is neceſſary. 


They vaderRand the general Doctrine; and 
| the 
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the particular Explications there to be 
found, are deſigned to guard againſt the par- 
ticular Explications of Heretichs; and, 
when they underſtand the latter, they will 
then be able (and before they have no Oc- 
caſion) to underſtand the former. I would 
ask the Author of the Eſay this plain 
Queſtion, viz. Does he ſincerely and ho- 
neſtly believe the Doctrine of a coequal and 
coeternal Trinity, three Perſons and one 
God, and of a God Incarnate ? If he 
does, he believes all that the Athanaſian 
Creed profeſſes. Theſe are the main Ar- 
ticles contained in that Creed; and the ad- 
ditional Paſſages are deſigned to preſerve 
theſe Articles pure- and free from Corrup- 
tion. They contain nothing new or more 
in them, than what is in the general Doc- 
trine honeſtly underſtood : But their Uſe 
is to defend the prime Articles, by fixing 
and aſcertaining the true Senſe of the 
Terms, and thoſe Propoſitions wherein the 
Doctrine is contained. If then, I fay, the 
Author of the Eſſay ſiucerely believes the 
Prime Articles, he can have no good Rea- 


ſon for endeavouring to take away the 


Fences and Guards of that Doctrine he 


profeſſes, and expoſing it to the Attacks of 
ſubtle 
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ſubtle and deſigning Hereticks, who, no 
doubt, would make their Uſe of it. But 
on the contrary, if he does not believe the 
forementioned Articles, then the Caſe is 
clear, and requires no Oedipus to diſcover 
the Tendency of his Scheme; and his 
urging, that the Athanaſian Creed is hard to 
be underſtood, is only a Diſguiſe, and ſpe- 
cious Pretence to make his Propoſition for 
laying it aſide, paſs the better with thoſe, 
who, ſhould he openly profeſs a Disbelief 
of the Doctrine, would "_— his Propo- 
fals with Horror. 

But in the Paſſage RENE from Biſhop 
Taybr, by the Author of the Eſſay, it is 
further ſaid, that it /eems contrary to na- 
tural Rea ſon. Here! I muft beg leave to 
obſerve, that we ought always to diſtin- 
guiſh between thoſe Things which are con- 
trary to our Reaſon, and thoſe which are 
only above our Reaſon. There are many 
Things above our Reaſon, which yet are not 

contrary to it. The Omnipreſente « of God, - 
the Union of the Soul and Body, are os 
our natural Reaſon; but yet, are by no 
means contrary to it; And theſe are what 
we call Myſteries; by which we mean in 
all ſuch Caſes as the preſent, a Doctrine 


which 
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which is fo above our Reaſon, that we are 
incapable of comprehending it: A Doctrine, 
concerning which our Ideas are, either in- 
adequate, or indeterminate; and conſe- 
quently, ſuch a Doctrine, that we cannot 
in many Inſtances perceive the Connexion 
of its Parts, or be able to anſwer all the 
ſubtle Queſtions, or ſolve the nice Diffi- 
cultics which may be raiſed about it; ſuch 
Doctrines are faid to be above our Reaſon; 
and when revealed, are the proper Matters 
F Faith. Thoſe Doctrines which are con- 
trary to our Reaſon, are ſuch as are repug- 
aant to the evident Knowledge, which the 
Mind has of its own clear and diſtinct Ideas: 
In theſe, Reaſon muſt be hearkened to, 
as to a Matter within its Province. Now, 
the Doctrine of the ever- bleſſed Trinity 
in Unity, as laid down in the Athana/zar 
Creed, is not contrary to, but only above 
our Reaſon: There is nothing in it, which 
is repugnant to the evident Knowledge the 
Mind has, of its own clear and diſtin Ideas. 
For Inſtance, it is not contrary to our Rea- 
ſon, that three, in one Reſpect, ſhould be 
one in another : that, in this Trinity, there 
ſhould be a Coequality, and yet a Subor- 

dination : 


1 
8 
* 
F. 
| . 
q 
4 \ 
{ 
1 
2 


40 The ArnaAxAslAN Creed 
dination: A Subordination of Order, and 


_ Office; and yet a Coequality in Duration 


— — . 


and Diguity. It is not contrary to Rea- 
ſon, to conſider the Father as firſt, the 
Son as ſecond, and the Holy Spirit as third 
in Order : The Father as ſupreme in Of- 
ice: the Son and Holy Ghoſt condeſcend- 
ing to inferior Offices; and yet at the 
fame Time, to conceiye the whole three, 
as coegual in Duration and Dignity; in 
which, none (as the Creed itſelf explains 


it) ic afore or after other; none is greater 


or lefs than another ; but the whole three 


' Perſons are coeternal together and coequal. 


Again, it is not contrary to our Reaſon, 
that the two Natures God and Man ſhould 
be united, but is only above it. It is no 
more contrary to our Reaſon, that God 
and Man ſhould be one Chriſt, than that the 
reaſonable Soul, and Fleſh, ſhould be one 
Man ; and, that the latter is contrary to 
our Reaſon, I preſume none will ſay; 
unleſs that which is contrary to our Rea- 
fon and impoſſible, may, at the ſame Time, 
be known, and acknowledged as a Matter 
of Fact. Theſe Things are not contrary 
to our Reafon, but only above it; They 

are 
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are Myſteries, (i. e. as to their Modus,) but 
not Impoſſibilities ; they are incomprehen- 
.fible, but not #nintelligible. There is a 
Diſproportion between the Object, and our 
rational Faculties; and therefore we can- 
not ſee into the Modus of the Thing, or 
determine any thing about it particularly, 
from merely conſidering the Thing itſelf : 
Whereas, if it was contrary to our Reaſon, 


it ſhould be (as it is plain it is not) ſo far 


level with our Capacities, that we ſhould 
plainly diſcern the Impoſſibility and Con- 
tradition. If then the Truth of the 
Doctrine contained in the Athanaſian Creed, 
be revealed to us, we are to give our Aſ- 
ſent to it; and have no Ground to be 4i/- 
fatisfied with it, though it be above our 
Reaſon : For, as Mr. Locke well obſerves, 
% Whatever is divine Revelation, ought 
« to over. rule all our Opinions, Preju- 
* dices, and Intereſts, and hath a Right 
to be recezved with full Aſeut. Such 
«<a Submiſſion as this of our Reaſcn to 
« Faith, takes not away the Land-marks 
« of Knowledge: This ſhakes not the 
« Foundations of Reaſon ; but leaves us 
4 that Uſe of our Faculties, for which 

| 8 * they 
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« they were given us. And, indeed, 
thoſe Doctrines which are above our Rea» 
ſon, are the only proper Objects of Faith. 
And therefore, if we were not obliged to 
believe any thing which is above our Rea- 


ſon, it would deſtroy the very Meaning 
and Definition. of Faith ; and we ſhould 


not be obliged to have any Faith at all 
For that, of whoſe Truth, our Mind, by 
its natural Faculties can judge, that which 


our Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Revelation, can 


make out, is not the Object of Faith, 
properly ſo called. If then, we were not 
obliged to believe, or aſſent to any thing, 
but what our Reaſon can make out; it 
would follow, that we were not obliged 
to have any Faith at all. It would like- 


wiſe follow, that there would be no ſuch 


Thing as judging of Truth; no ſuch 
Thing as Knowledge, or giving our Aſ- 
ſent to any Thing; but all would be 
Scepticiſm, and perhaps end in down- 
right Atheiſm : For, if we were to aſſent 
to nothing, unleſs we could penetrate into 

by the 


— 
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the Nature of it, and comprehend every 
Thing relating to it; the Eternity, the 
Omnipre ſence, nay, the very Being of a 
God, would ſtand upon a precarious Foun- 
dation; I may ſay, no Foundation at all. 
For, if we were to believe nothing that is 
zncomprehenſible in any Part of it, — the 
Nature of God is all oyer incomprehen- 
fible. Nay, further, there would be an 
End, not only of all divine, but of all 
human Teſtimony too : For, if we were 
not obliged to aſſent to any Thing, unleſs 
we could ourſelves comprehend the whole 
Nature of it, there would be no Room 
for Teſtzmony at all; and we ſhould often 
doubt of thoſe Truths, which are yet known 
to others, to be ſtrictiy demonſtrable. I 
remark this, in Anſwer to thoſe who are 
for crying down the Belief of Myſteries in 

general. : 
From what has been faid upon this 
Point, it appears, Fir/?, That the Doctrine 
contained in the Athanaſian Creed is not 
contrary to, but only above our Reaſon : 
Secondly, That, as it is above our Reaſon, 
it is the proper Object of Faith; and, 
G 2 con- 
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conſequently, if it be a revealed DotFrine, 
is to be aſſented to, as depending upon the 
higheſt Teſtimony. Thoſe Men, there- 
fore, who are for depretiating this Doc- 
trine, ſhould not only /ay, but. ſbew, 
that it is contrary to our natural Reaſon, 
which we defy them to do; or elſe, they 
ſhould make it appear, that it is not a re. 
vealed Doctrine; and anſwer the Argu- 
ments of thoſe learned Men who have ap- 
peared in this Cauſe ; and have ſufficiently 
ſhewn, that the Scriptures, which they 
cite for the Proof of this Doctrine, can- 
not, without the bem lt Violence done to 
all the approved Rules of Grammar and 
Criticiſm, be interpreted otherwiſe than 
they interpret them. Let not our Ad- 
verſaries, when they find they cannot 
evade the Force of Scripture, remove 
their Cauſe to Philoſophy, and run off to a 
quite different Conſideration, the Ratzonale 
of the Thing. This has been the conſtant 
Conduct of thoſe who oppoſe us; & A 
« plain Token as obſerves the Author of 
the Importance, &c. © that the Letter is 
<« againſt them; only they take the Rea- 
« fon of the Thing to plead ſo much in 

« their 
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& their Fayour, that it ought to over- rule 
“ any Force of Expreſſion: So they lay 
© the main Streſs upon Metaphyſical Sub- 
ce Zletzes ; that is to ſay, upon human 
“ Conjectures about Things naturally an- 
« ſearchable, in Oppoſition to the expreſs 
« Declarations of the Word of God. 
They are not fatisfied, that upon God's 
Word it is true, but are for fathoming the 
Depths of the Divine Nature: They are 
for enquiring into the Nature and Man- 
ner of the Thing; and then, where is the 
Wonder, if they find themſelves perplexed 
with a thouſand Difficulties ? Is it ſtrange, 
that they cannot y ſearching find out 
God; that they cannot find out the Al. 
mighty to Perfeclion? The Conduct of 
theſe Men is ſomething remarkable : They 
firſt of all, perplex and entangle the Doc- 
trine with their own Metaphyſical Subtle- 
ties; arid then ask, if it be not difficult, 
and obſcure ? Yes, ſurely ! but then, let 
them remember who made it fo. If 
they will keep to the Scriptures, all is 

plain: 


= 
— 
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# Importance of the Trinity, Chap. 1. P. 33. Edit. 1, 
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plain: The Road there is ſmooth and 
eaſy ; and the Briars and Thorns are of 
their own ſowing. But this Manner of 
oppoſing the Doctrine will do them no 
Service. All that they will ever be able 
to do, will be to ſhew, that the Modus of 
the Thing is above our Reaſon ; which we 
are ready to allow at once; But Reaſon 
„ never has, never can demonſtrate the 
Thing to be zmpoſſible : Aſter repeated 
« Tryals, 1400 Years, upwards, and more, 
« and all to no Purpoſe, That ſhould now 
be looked upon as a Raled Point. 
Our Ad verſaries, therefore, ought to keep 
cloſe to Scripture, and ſhew us, if they 
are able, that thoſe Paſſages on which our 
Cauſe depends, ought not to be interpreted 
as we interpret them. On Scripture we 
Teſt our Cauſe; and © Whoeyer under- 
ce takes to debate this Queſtion, ſhould 
« forbear every Topick drawn from the 
& Nature of the Thing; becauſe ſuch 
“% Arguments belong only to the other 
70 " EE] ; Whether the Doctrine be 
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« poſſihle. * And this ought to be a 
Ruled Point. If then, the Doctrine con- 
tained in the Athanaſian Creed, be not 
(as it is aſſerted in the Quotation from 
Biſhop Taylor} contrary to our Natural 
Reaſon, but only above it; then here is 
no ſufficient Ground for being diſſati cad 
with the Creed, till it ſhall appear that 
the Doctrine be not a revealed Doctrine. 
If the Caſe be as the Author of the 
Importance, &c. ſtates it; vis. that 
« Scripture in its plain, natural, obvious, 
« unforced Meaning, /ays it; and Reaſor 
c does not gain ſay it; * Or if, as Biſhop 
Bol. fixes it, The Antittinitarians can 
« neyer produce a demenſirative Reaſon 
«to prove that this cannot be, and divine 
« Revelation aſſures us that / it zs 3 ***# 
If this, I ſay, be the State of the Caſe, 
as we are perſuaded it is, and indeed as it 
muſt appear to every impartial Man to be, 
who has well conſidered what has been ſaid 

| | | | 8 
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| on both Sides ; then, all Pretences urged 
at this Time, of the Doctrine being con- 
#rary tu Reaſon, are ſtale and impertinent; 
and all Endeavours to evade the Force of 
Scripture, and to intercept its glaring 
Light, by the Veil of Philoſophical Sub- 
tleties, will only ſhew, that the Rays of 
Truth are able to pierce through the 
- thickeſt Clouds; and that the Cauſe of 
Arianiſm is not to be ſupported by all 
the modern Improvements of theſe latter 
Tears in Philoſophy, Logick, and Meta- 
= But I paſs on : 
The Quotation from Biſhop TayLoR 
eds, with "urging that the Scripture 
fays little of thoſe Curioſities of Expli- 
cation, which are found in the Athanaſian 
Creed. To which I anſwer, That there 
is no Doctrine contained in the Athana ſian 
Creed, but what may be proved by moſt 
certain Warrants f Holy Scripture; as 
it is expreſſed in our eighth Article. The 
Scripture indeed, does not deſcend to ſuch 
particular E xplications of the Doctrine, 
as are laid down in the Athanaſian Creed; 
nor is it at all to be wondered at: The plain 


naked Doctrine is laid down in Scripture, 
eaſy 
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eaſy to be underſtood, obyious to all ; and 
ſo would it have remained, had there not: 
in Proceſs of Time, aroſe Men who cor- 
rupted this Doctrine by their 721% Gloſes 
and Mi ſconſtruction, and by their Here/ies 
diſturbed the Church of Chriſt. But when 
this happened, it was the Duty of the 
Church to oppoſe theſe falſe Teachers, 
and with all proper Caution to guard 
againſt them. It was the Method of the 
Primitive Churches to enlarge their Creeds, 
in Proportion to the Growth of Hereſiæs; 
and further to explain ſuch Parts of Scrip- 
tare Doctrine, as were in Danger of be- 
ing corrupted. And had they not been 
thus careful, the true Faith of Chriſt might 
ſoon have been loft, through the Craft of 
Hereticks, and the Artifices of ſubtle and 
deſigning Men. Thus the Scripture Doc- 
trine is, that there are Three, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Gheſt, each of them properly 
Divine But, when SABELLIVS, and his 
Predeceſſors PRAX EAS 5, and Not xus raiſed 
* their Diſputes _ againſt the Church of _ 


— — —— 
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bree God, the c Terms Perſon an . 


| flaiice came into Uſe ; and the Diſſinction 
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was expreſſed by Perſons, and the 'Onzty 

G by one Subſtance : And the Anſwer f | 
"the Catholicks was, that they did not pro- 

fels 7wo Gods, or three Gods; but one | 

God, and two Perſons, or three Per /085.. | 
So again, with reſpect to the Article of 
{ the /zcarnation; as on one hand, the 
| - Arians make of Chriſt a created God, 
15 — allow bim to be God on account only 
) of his (ice, and not of his Nature; 
and as on the other, the > Appollinarians ; 
and other Hereticks pretend, that Chriſt, 
either had no human Body at all, or that 
he brought | it with him from raven, and 
took it not of the Virgin Mother: In 
/ Oppoſition to theſe Hexęſies, we are forced 
._ to be more explicite, and to make uſe of 
2 Paſſage in the Athanaſian Creed; God 


Wen 
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of the Subſtance of the Father, begotten 
before the Worlds, and Man, of the Sub- 
f . flance of bis Mother, born in the World ; 
| thereby expreſſing his Subſlance, as being 
not frail, mutable, periſhing, as the Sub- 
| ſtance of Creatures is; but eternal and un- 
2 | changeable, and all one with the Fathers, 
| in Oppoſition to the Arzans ; and, that he 
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was Man, of the Subſtance of his Mother, 
in Oppoſition to the Appollinariaus. So, 
in like Manner, it is afterwards faid, that 
he is perfef? God, in Oppoſition to the 
Arians, who make him only a nominal, 
tmperfeft God; and that he is perfect 
Man, of a reaſonable Soul, aud human 
Fleſh fubſiſiing ; which is inſiſted on 
againſt the Appollinarians, who pretended 
that he had a human Body only, without 
any rational Soul; imagining the Logos 


to have ſupplied the Place of the rational 


or reaſonable Soul. And ſo further, when, 
becauſe of theſe #wo Natures in Chriſt, 
the Appollinarians urged, that this was 
aſſerting two Chriſts, a divine Chriſt as to 
one Nature, and a haman Chriſt as to the 
other : To guard againit this Calumny and 
Miſconſtruction, tis ſaid, that although he 


be God and Man, yet he is not two, but 


one Chriſt , thereby ſhewing, that the two 
Natures joined in the one God- Man, make 


fill but one Chriſt, both God and Man.“ 
H 2 * This 


* „„ 
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* Conſult Dr. aterland's Commentary on the Athanaſian 
Creed, in Chap. 10, of his Critical Elle of that Creed. 


52 The ATHANASIAN Creed 

This is a ſufficient Account, why there 
are particular .Phraſes and Explications of 
the Doctrine, or (as Biſhop Taylor is 
pleaſed to expreſs himſelf) Curioſſties of 
Emxplication in the Athanaſian Creed, 
which are not expreſſy to be found in 
Scripture. But, ſince what the Scripture 
does ſay, it ſays for them; and, ſince 
there is nothing in the Athauaſian Creed, 
but what is warrantable from Scripture ; 
it is no Objection to that Creed, that Scrip. 

ture /ays little of thoſe arr ties of Ex- 
Dlication. 

But (hinting, I ſuppoſe, at the damna- 
tory Clauſes) © It had not been amils 
« (fays the Quotation) if the final Judg- 
«© ment had been left to Jeſus Chriſt.” — 
God forbid, that we ſhould preſume to 
tanke the final Judgment out of his Hands! 
To him it 1s committed by the Father, and 
at his Tribunal muſt we ſtand or fall! 
We only declare his Will, and pronounce 
what he has pronounged 3 for He' that 
believeth not, is condemned already, be- 
cauſe he hath not believed in the Name of 
rbe only begatton Son of God, John iii. 18. 

5 a To 
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To ſay then, as it is ſaid in the Athanaſian 

Creed, that © whoſoeyer. will be ſaved, it 

« is neceſſary before all Things, that he 

ec hold the Catholick Faith, which Faith 

| « except every one do keep whole and un- 
ce defiled, without doubt he ſhall periſb 
« everlaſtingly ** This, I ſay, is by no 
Means preſuming to ſet on the Tribunal 
of Chrift ; but is only publiſhing his Cove- 7 
nant, and declaring the Will of our Lord 1 
and Maſter. And whether that which is 1 
contained in the Athanaſian Creed, be the 
Catholic Faith, which except a Man be- 
lieve faithfully, he cannot be ſaved, has 
been already ſpoken to. The general 
Doctrine of a Coequal, and Coeternal 
Trinity, and of a God incarnate, is the 
true Catholick Faith, proved from Scrip- 9 
ture, and Antiquity ; and the nicer Ex- oY. 
plications are deſigned to illuſtrate the 
Doctrine; are ſuch as are juſtifiable from 
holy Writ; and are to preſerve the general 
Doctrine, from the Corruptions of He- 
reticks : Yet the damnatory Clauſes are 
not to be ſuppoſed to have Reſpect to 
every minute Phraſe, or Interpretation; 1 
but only to the main Doctrines of a Co- 
5 . equal '1 F 


(c People, landing, inſtead of the Creed, 
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equal and Coeternal Trinity, and the In- 
carnation of Jeſus Chriſt, that is, the 
damnatory Clauſes are to be looked on as 
reſpecting thoſe only, who obſtinately de- 
ny the Subſtance of the Chriſtian Faith 
And this appears to be the Determination 
of thoſe Prelates, who in the Year 1689. 
were commiſſioned to review and correct 
our Liturgy : For they did not, as has 
been often falfly reported, wnanimouſly 
agree, that the Uſe of the Athanaſian 


| Creed ſhould no longer be impoſed ; at 


leaſt, this was not their final Determina- 
tion : For, on the contrary, they prepared 
the following Rubrick, which 1 find in a 
Poſtſcript to the Second Edition of” Dr. 
WATERLAND's Critical Hiſtory of the 
Athanaſian Creed. | 


« Upon theſe Feaſts, CarisrMas- 
« Day, EasTer-Dav, Asctns10N-Dar, 
« Wmr- SUNDAY, (Taixrxv - SUNDAY 
<« and up ALt-SAinTs, ſhall be ſaid at 
« Morning-Prayer, by the Miniſter 4 
% commonly called the AvosTLEs CREED, 
“ this Confeſſion of our Chriſtian Faith, 
| com- 
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“ commonly called The CREED or Sr. 
& ATHANASIUS: The Articles of which 
c ought to be received and believed, as being 
« agreeable to the holy Scriptures. And the 
« condemning Clauſes are to be underſtood 
o« as relating only to thoſe who obſtinately 
8 4 the Subſtance of the Chriſtian Faith. 


« This (gays Dr. WarkRLA MD) Word | 
« for Word, is the Rabrick, as it was 
“ ſettled, and finally agreed on, by the 
e Commiſſioners in 1689. and as it ftands 
ce in the Original Book, now in the Hands 
of my Lord Biſhop of Zonda“ | 

As Dr. WaTExL and's Critical Hiſtory 
may fall only into the Hands of the more 
learned, I have therefore-giyen the above- 
written Rabrict at length; which, as well 
confutes the falſe Report raiſed of the 
Commuſſioners, (and which, I find, ſtill 
continues to be propagated) as it ſhews 
likewiſe; in what Senſe they underſtood 
the conilmmiing Clauſes : And we find the 
forementioned learned and judicious Au- 
thor of the Cxitical Hiftory, agreeing in 
this moderate Opinion, as appears by my 
Quotation from _ m"Page 23. 


To 
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To return to the Quotation from Biſhop 


Tarrox; © Indeed, (ſays that Quota- 


«© tion) it ſeems to me very hard, to put 
« DUncharitablene/s into the Creed. — 


Indeed it ſeems to me very hard, and 
very ſtrange, that any one ſhould uſe ſuch. 
an Expreſhon ! for, from what has been 


before remarked, concerning the Senſe of 


the damnatory Clauſes, the proper Allow 


ances which are always to be made, and 
from a due conſideration of the Whole; we 


are perſuaded that there is no more Un- 


charitableneſs in the Creed, than there is 
in the Go/pe/ - On that is it founded! and 


is no more than declaratory of the Will of 


our bleſſed Lord, which he ſubjoined to 


that Command which he gave the Eleven: 


Go ye (ſays he) into all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. He 
that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be 
ſaved ; but he that. believeth not ſball be 
damned ; one of the laſt Commands he 
ever gave them upon Earth; the laſt Sen- 
tence he pronounced againſt obſtinate Un- 
belieyers ! It greatly r behoves 

us 
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us to be cautious, how we admit a Charge 
of Uncharitableneſs upon the Creed. 
The Author of the Z/ay next tells us, 
c That the great and good Archbiſhop Tir « 
« LOTSON, ina Letter to a Right Reverend 
“ Prelate, dated from Lambeth, Octob. 23. 
4 1694. ſag, — the Account 7 given of Atha- Ahn; 2 
« naſius*s Greed ſeems to me no way ſatis- 
factory; I wiſh we Were well rid of Gas, Hort 
« 1% This Letter appears j in Biſhop Bo R eee. F 


NET*s, Hiſtory of his own Time, Vol. 2. 2 4. ; 


— 779715 the Life of the Author by the 77 — 9 — if 


Edits! Thomas Burnet ; we are there told N 5 
that this Letter was written to Biſhop Bur- Fed a SO 
net, by Dr. Tillot ſon; wherein he gives his 

Opinion of Biſhop Burnet's Expoſition of 

the . thirty-nine Articles of the Church of 

England, which was reviſed, and in many 

Places altered by him. Now the firſt ob- 

vious Queſtion that occurs, is, whether the 

original Letter is extant, and to be ſeen? 

No; it! ſcems it is not, Of what Authority 

then, is this Letter? why, it is a Copy from 

that Original So, that 8 the mn 


> horney , ee, 
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it is at beſt, but a Piece of Secret Hiſtory $ 
a Copy from an Original, which is now in- 
1  wiſible: And therefore, there is no Ab ſur- 
dity in doubting about it; and whether we 
have now the whole Labtec Whether Dr. 
-. ilotfon (confidering his other Writings) 
„h might not expreſs himſelf mote fully, or 
m 7 1 explain his Meaning, of wiſhing to be rid 
Gon 
| 8 of it, in ſome other Senſe, than we can 
: 8 now ſes; But, even ſuppoſing i it to be as 
7 * Mere 1, Pretended; ; yet, ſince we have here only a 
{06.4 were tranſient J//3ſh, in a private Letter, 
3 without any ſubſtantial Reaſon, it can be 
but of little or no Conſequence in the pre- 
| ſent important Queſtion. This will ap- 
_— pear the more reaſonable, if we conſider 
1 that That Prel itt 4 few Years before, in 
15 AV 3, 2 1689, was one of theCommiſ oners ap- 
Pri pointed to review and correct our Liturgy ; 
and with the reſt of the Commiſſioners, agreed 
to the _ Rubrick then prepared, of which 
I have given the Reader a Copy in p. 54. 
wherein the Uſe of the Athanaſian Creed 
is 2mpoſed ; and wherein tis determined 
| that zhe Articles of it ought to be received, 
au beliebed, as being agreeable to the Ho- 
I : de Scrigfures.— And now, let any ratio- 
nal RON Which! is wy beſt Authority, 
and 
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and moſt to be depended upon; a Copy of — 


an Original (now loft) of a Private Let- 
ter to a Friend, publiſhed long after the 
Death of the Perſon who wroze it; and 
which only contains a Wiſh to be rid 
of the Athenaſian Creed; or the Publick 


and deliberate Judgment given among et of 


the Commiſſioners; and the ſolemn Aſ- 
ſent to a Rubrick for retaining that Creed 
in the Liturgy of the Church; and decla- 
ring, that the Articles of it ought to be re- 
ceived and believed, as being agreeable to 
the Holy Scriptures. — This is the Caſe, 
and let the Publick be Judges. 

The Author of the Eſſay proceeds to 


cite Dr. Cave, who (ſays he) informs us, 


“ That the D:ffculties in this Creed, (and 
& which was never ſeen till about the Year 
c $090, near 400 Years after the Death of 
« Athanaſius; nor received in the Church 
e till ſo very late, as about the Year 1000) 
«© have to many learned and conſiderate 
4 Men, ſeemed very great. I may here re- 
mark, that Ca vx does not ſay was never 
een, but only that it was not quoted be- 
fore the Year 800, or nearly (which yet is 

| I 2 2 
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* Eſſay, p. 432 
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a Miſtake) and the Author of the Eſſay 


ſhould have known, that Dr. Cave aſcribes 
that Creed to VIoIIIus Tarstnis, who 
flouriſhed in the Vth Century about the 
Year 484; which is more than 300 Years 
before the Time which this Author makes 
Dr. Cave ſay, that the Creed was never 
ſeen. I am perſuaded this Gentleman ne- 
ver conſulted Cave about it ; but, though 
he has cited the very Page from Dr. Cave's 
Hiſtoria Literaria (vis. ; 'Þ. 146) yet took 
the Obſeryation upon 7 ruft from Dr. 
CrarxtE; who, in the Second Edition of 


his Scripture Doctrine, has the very ſame 


Words which this Author makes uſe of; 
and was taken notice of by Dr. Waterland, 
in his Cyitical Hiſtory, for thus miſrepre- 
ſenting Dr. Cave:* And, accordingly I 


find that Dr. Clarlbe in the Third Edition of 


his Scripture Doctrine, p. 415. has correct- 
ed this Miſtake: It is pity our Author 
had not informed himſelf better in this Af- 
fair: For upon the Whole it appears, that the 
Author of the Efay has taken Dr. Clarke's 


Words, oy, Pe” them or Dr, Cave's, 
ſince 
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dince he is guilty of the very ſame Error 
"*ith Dr. Clarke. But to return. To what 
End is Dr. Cave's Authority brought? 
why, to ſhew that he was of Opinion 
that- the Difficulties in the Athanaſian 
Creed, have, to many Learned Men ſeemed 
very great. But I muſt obſerve, that here 
is another unhappy Miſtake in the Quota- 
tion; for it is not Dr. Cæve, but Dr. Clarke 
who informs us that the Difficulties appear- 
ed. very great, Kc. This Authority is 
therefore Dr. Clarke's, not Dr. Cave's ; 
which the Author of the Efay ſhould have 
known, becauſe Dr. Clarke's Authority in 
this Caſe will have but very little Weight. 
It is no News that Dr. Clarke was 4i/- 
Satisfied with the Athanaſian Creed: And 
the Learned World are very well acquaint- 
ed with his Reaſons. — However, it is ſaid 
that he ' Difficulties in the Athanaſian 
Creed have, to many Learned Men ſeemea 
very great. This may be true: And per- 
haps, it often happens, that a Man may be, 
the more learned, the leſs: a Chriſtian; not, 
_ becauſe he is really wz/er for his Learning; 
but becauſe Learning is too often ſuppoſed 

| to 
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to conſiſt in weraphy/ical Subtheties 5 which, 
when employed about Myſteries, are fixg* 
upon improper Objects And conſequently, 
inſtead of giving any Light, into that 
which is incomprehenſible by all the Fa- 
culties of Reaſon, generally plunge the 
too minute Enquirer, into inextricable Dif- 
Ficulties of his own raiſing: And if 
he will not be ſatisfied, unleſs he can 
ſolve them; that is, if he will not be 
ſatisfied, unleſs he can comprehend My- 
ſeries, he is gone. paſt Recovery! And 
it is worth obſerying, what Dr. Va- 
terland mentions from Hitary of Poic- 
tiers, an honeſt and a knowing Man of the 
IVth Century, vis. That the Populace 
« of that Time, for the moſt part, kept the 
« true and Tight Faith in the Trinity, 
© when their Miniſters, ſeyeral of them, 
« by prying too far into it, had the Mis- 
« fortune to loſe it.. But to the Point; 
are the Difficulties here mentioned, meant 
of the general Doctrine of the Trinity? If 
they are; they are ſuch Difficulties, as Re- 
velat ion teaches: They are the Gaſpel- 
Difficulties : And therefore, if the Author 
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of the Efay would make this, a Reaſon 
for laying aſide the Athanaſian Creed, he 
may, for the ſame Reaſon propoſe laying 
aſide the Goſpel too. If the Difficulties 
reſpe& the nicer Explications ; I would 
ask, whether it is meant, that they are dif- 
ficult to be ander ſtood, or difficult to be be- 
lieved; If the former be ſaid; J muſt ob- 
ſerve, that thoſe who underſtand what He- 
reſies have aroſe in the Church of Chriſt, 
will ſoon underſtand theſe Paſſages which 
are oppoſed to them, and deſigned as Defen- 
ces againſt them: And thoſe who are igno- 
rant of theſe, are to ſatisfy themſelves with 
underſtanding the general Doctrine. If 
it is meant, that theſe Explications are 
difficult to be believed; I anſwer, that 
whoeyer believes the general Doctrines 
of a coequal and coeternal Trinity, and of 
a God incarnate, believes theſe Explica- 
tions, or Illuſtrations of thoſe Doctrines al- 
ſo: For there is nothing more than is con- 
tained in the general Doctrine. The Atha- 
naſian Creed is nothing more than the Ge- 
neral Doctrine guarded : whoever there- 
fore believes the one, will believe the 
other. And the Difficulties will continue 

f to 
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to /eem very great to thoſe only, who res 
Je& the general Doctrine. But, when ſuch 
Men complain of their Diſficulties; fo far 
will that be from a Reaſon, for Jaying a- 
ſide this Creed; that, on the contrary, had 
it eyer been laid aſide, this would have 
been a very good Reaſon for taking it in 
again. 
I now paſs on to conſider, what the Au- 
thor of the Eſſay has cited from Mr, 
HarEs's Tract of Sci/m. The Paſlage is 
this, Were all public Forms of Service 
ce ſo framed, as that they admitted of no 
, e 4. f. particular private Opinions. but contain- 
Tk « ed only ſuch Things, in which all Chri/- 
Wk tians do agree; Sciſms upon Matter of 
Opinion, would utterly yaniſh,”* 

I know not, that our publick Form con- 
tains any oriuats Opinion; for I hope that 
will not be called a private Opinion, the Re- 
ception of which was general and antient ; 
which has been received in F rence Germany. 
England, Italy, and Rome itſelf; by Greeks 
and Latins, by all the Weſtern Churches, 
not only before, but ſince the Reforma- 

tion. 
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mation. — This, I ſay, will not eaſily be 
looked upon as a private Opinion, unleſs 
by private Opinion, be meant an Opinion 
upon which Men difßer, (as Mr. Hales a 
little lower expreſſes himſelf.) But, if this 
be meant, I would ask the Author of 
the Eſe, who ſeems to have ſpent ſome 
Time in reviſing, correcting, and enlarging 
our Liturgy; Whether, after all his Re- 
viſals, Corrections, and Enlargements, he 
thinks he could be able to ſtrike out a 
Form, in which there ſhould be none of 
theſe private Opinions; that is, nothing 
upon which Men differ ? I fancy he will 
acknowledge it impoſſible. Every one 
knows that Men, while they. are Men, 
will think differently: And ſhould the 
Church endeavour to pleaſe Al; fo far 
would it be from having no private Opi- 
nions in it, that, on the contrary, it would 
conſiſt of little elſe. Nay, the Author of 
the Eſſay. in the Preface to his Specimen, 
tells us, that Correcting the Liturgy is 
a Deſign nice and difficult; and con- 
« feſſes, that to render it p/eaſing and 
* agreeable to all, is in. the Nature of 
& the. Thing. 5 ible, conſidering the 
2 * 
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« Variety of Sentiments, different Tem- 
« * pers, Humpurs, and Paſſions of Men.” 
— Why' then does he urge the Dife- 
Yences of Men about the preſent Liturgy, 
as an Argument for altering it; when he 
© grants, that to compile one, about which 
there ſhould be 10 Differences, or which 
mould be agreeable to Al,, is, in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, impoſſible ? The Church 
therefore, is not to regard whether Men 
differ ; but whether they differ upon good 
Grounds and Reaſons ; for there will al- 
ways lie the Merits of the Cauſe, The 
Church is to be guided, not by human 
Differences, but by hol y Scripture ; not 
by the Voice of Men, but the Voice of 
God. So. long as ſhe keeps to this Rule, 
me goes upon ſure Ground ; and, when 
The deviates from it, ſhe is wrong, To 
make human B e the Rule for 
modelling our Liturgy, would make it, 
Jike the Rule itſelf, the moſt fluctuating, 
| uncertain, inſtable Thing i in the World: 
nd would be opening a Floodgate to the 
Toe of all Sorts of Errors, which would 
on overflow the Church, and bear awa) 
9 itlelt. And, 1 {hall here beg 
| Leaye, 
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Leave, with the greateſt Juſtice, to retort 
the Argument, and ſay, that the retaiy- 
ing the At hauaſian Creed is a general, and 
the rejecting it a private Opinion; and 
a private Opinion, is no Reaſon for the 
Church to part with one Article, much 
leſs to throw away whole Creedls. 
But Mr. Hales would have Publick 
« Forms contain only ſuch Re x 
7 which all Chriſtians do agree.” And 
what then ? Why then, it ſeems, © Sciſms 
6 upon Matter of Opinion, would utterly 
de yaniſh” ; ., When this is only meant, 
with reſpe&. to laying. alide Ceremonies 
really ag tou in themſel ves, for the 
Sake of Paas and Unity, could it by 
this Means be ſecured, there would be no 
1 Reaſon to object. But. then, in the 
Place, I muſt remark, that it muſt be 
' thewn, that they are really indifferent in 
themſelyes: For there are ſome Things, 
which may be indifferent in one View, and 
Jet got {9 in another; for Inſtance, a Ce- 
remony may be indifferent wüh " Refoutt 
to qur Eternal Salvation 3 4, e. our Salya- 
tion may not depend upon the Uſe of ſuch 
Cy Ceremony ; ; and yet it may not be indif- 
K 2 ferent 
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ferent with Reſpect to Decency and Order. 
And in the next Place, if they are really 
indifferent in all Views 3 then there is as 
good Reaſon for retaining them, as for re- 
jecting them. And thoſe Seite, which 
would utterly vaniſh upon ſuch indifferent 
Ceremonies being laid aſide, tis plain, are 
Sciſms founded, not upon Reaſon, but Ca- 
Price. For whoever urges, that Ceremo- 
wes indifferent in themſelves, ought to 
be laid aſide to prevent Sci/m, and pre- 
ſerye the Peace and Unity of the Church ; 
muſt be put in Mind, that Ceremonies i 5 
different in them eier, are not a ſufficient 
Ground to build Sciſin upon; to diſtract 
the Peace and Unity of the Church, and 
to divide the Body of Chriſt. Neverthe- 
leſs, I ſay, to preſerye the Peace and Unity 
of the Church, could it be done by lay- 
ing aſide Cerembnies really mndifferent in 
 #hemfetoes ;1 apprehend that no good Men 
would oppoſe it: But, if the Diſeaſe lies 
deeper; if thoſe which are called id 
ferent Rites and Ceremonies, are not the 
true Cauſe of the Seiſin, but only Pre. 
N and ene to w main Ob- 
- Objettian 
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Ogjectiun againſt ſome important Point; 
then, to lay aſide ſuch indifferent Rites 
and Ceremonies, would be all in vain : 
It would by no means prevent the im; 
but only ſhew that it was not really foun- 
ded upon ſuch 2nd:ferent Rites, but up- 
on ſome other zmportant Matter, which 
the Church can never give up; (for Men 
muſt not turn Sc:ſmatzicks to prevent 
Hei in; ) and therefore, it would be only 
more plainly diſcovering the Wound, with- 
out being able to cure it. Again, there 
are ſome Things which Men may call 
Rites and Ceremonies, which are of a 
much higher Character; for Inſtance, 
ſome Men may rank our Creeds, and other 
important Matters, in the Number of mere 
Rites and Ceremonies ; as the Gentleman 
I am now concerned with, ſeems covertly 
to do; which is one general Fallacy run- 
ning through his whole Performance. The 
Book carries Deception in its very Face; 
For the Title Page, by Way of Morto, 
preſents you with the following Paſſage, 
from the Preface to the Book of Common 

| Proper; viz. The particular Forms of 
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“ Divine Worſhip, and the Rrrss and 
© CEREMONIES appointed to be uſed there- 
« in, being Things in their own Nature 
« IN DIFFERENT and ALTERABLE, and ſo 
« acknowledged ; it is but reaſonable, that, 
« ſuch Changes ſhould be made therein, 
ce as to thoſe that are in Place of Autho- 
« rity, ſhould from Time to Time ſeem 
« either neceſſary or expedient.” Here 
the Author of the Eſay would infinuate 
to the Reader, at his firſt Entrance, as if 
he was not pleading for any Thing being 
laid aſide or altered, but what was a 
Matter of 20 Importance, a Thing ef 
mere Ceremony But, when we come a 


little farther into his Book, we find he has 


a far different Aim, than what he here 
pretends to; For, while he would have us 
believe, that he is only for altering Rite: 
and Ceremoniet, he is for laying aſide or 
exchanging Creeds. And, whilſt he would 
ſeem to be pleading only againſt Things 
in ther own Nature DIFFERENT, and 
ALTERABLE, he is attacking the Profeſſion 
of our true Faith in Chriſt, and ſtriking 
at Fundamentals. But it can geyer with 


the 
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the Athanaſian Creed laid aſide, that it is 
an indifferent and alterable Form or Cere- 
mony; ſince it is a ſolemn Explanation and 
Profeſſion of our Faith, and of the utmoſt 
Importance, as being the Guard and De- 
fence of it. But further, — If the Atba- 
naſian Creed, be a Thing in which all 
Chriſtians do not agree, every one knows, 
that it is often upon account of the Ar- 
ticles it contains; and therefore, hen it 
is pleaded, that That Creed, in order to 
prevent vin, ſhould be left out of the 
Publick Form, as being a Thing in which 
all Chriſtians do not agree; the Diſc 
agreement muſt be alſo meant of the Ar- 
Ticles it contains; and conſequently, as the 


Author of the Zfay is pleading for lay- 


ing aſide the Athaunſian Creed ; and, as 


His Quotation from Mr. Hales muſt be 


leyelled againſt that Creed; the Argument 
«grill extend to this; — that, . If all pub- 
iet Forms of Service were ſo framed, 


© as that they-ſhould contain only ſuch 
Articles of Faith, in which all Chriſtians 
te do agree; Sciſms upon Matters of Faith 
“ would utterly waniſn. But this, I con- 
els, is the ſtrangeſt Way to prevent Sciſm 

I have 
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I have ever yet heard of. For was it no. 
ſible to compoſe ſuch a publick Form, 
which ſhould contain only ſuch Things in 
which all Chriſtians do agree, it might 
ſtill be very” defe7zve ; becauſe there 
might be ſome Things left out, which, 
though all - Chriſtians ſhould not agree in, 
might nevertheleſs be the Doctrine of holy 
Seripture, and of great Importance. It 
may ſo happen, that Men may agree to 
the Terms in which a general Doctrine is 
delivered; but yet, underſtanding them 
according to their own private Interpreta- 
tion, may agree to them in a very dzf- 
ferent Senſe, than what the Church means 
by them; and therefore, may only /eem 
to agree with her, when they really 40 
not. They may agree in Sound, but not in 
Senſe : And, by this Means may appear 
to be orthodox, whilſt they are really fa- 
vourers of heretical Opinions. And there- 
fore, if there was nothing in the publick 
Form, but what Men thus /eem to agree 
in; it would be impoſſible to know Truth 
from Hereſy, or diſtinguiſh thoſe who 
would defend, from thoſe who would im- 


Pg. the Catholick Faith. And therefore, 
to 
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to ſecure the Church from entertaining in 
her Communion falſe Brethren, it is high- 
17 neceſſary and uſeful, to have a ſtanding 
Explanation of our Faith, as a Guard 
and a Teſt whereby we da) preſerve the ? 
Flock of Chriſt, pure and free from thoſe y 
who would creep into the Fold, by ap- 
pearing in Shreps Cloathing ; ; whilſt in- 
Wardly, they afe ſixth as would ſubvert 
the true Faith, and perplex the Chureh 
With their Hereſies. SEAN. | 
If then, there were only meh Thinks 
in the publick Form, in which all who 
call themſelves Chriſtians de agree; we 
might, at the fame Time, be very deficiens 
in ſecuring and defending che irue Faith. 
For /Inftance ; if in our Creedt, Jefus 
| "Chriſt was outy: ſaid to be Goa, the Arians 
ö would agree with us; but yet, ſince they 
| would not mean, thar he was ſtr iiFly and 
"properly Divine, but'a fort of a Creature- 
G] it is neceſſary, that we explain the 
1 fa ef the Church, by Hying he is 
od of the "Subſtance F the Father, c C0= 
eternal and with him. And now, 
muſt we Jeave out ſuch à Comment, be- 
— 1 we may haye nothing” but what. all 
* agree 
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agree in? Muſt, our Creed be defeftine 
upon this Account.? Muſt-the Church, to 
prevent Men from differing from her, 
form and model herſelf, according to their 
Wiſhes? Or, that our Faith may not ex- 
- ceed theirs, | maſt. we bring it down to 
their Standard? Muſt we give up the 
true Faith in Chriſt, to prevent a Fein 
in his Church ? Are we to ſubmit to our 
. Adyerſaries, that they may not differ from 
us, or yield to Hereſy, that we may pre- 
ſerve Onion ? This is ſtrange kind of Ar- 
guing, truly! and. vet, tis no leſs than 
what is here pleaded for. For if we were 
to put ſuch Things only into our publick 
Form, in which, all who call themſelves 
Chriſtians Ares we muſt leave out what 
wie think to bee true, neceſſury, and im- 
Sor tant; and that would be, to give up 
the true Faith, and yield to Hereſ. 
And might not a Deiſt argue, from 
= « Parity of Reaſon, for the throwing out 
Ckriſt Jaſar; that ſo both Chriſtians 


2 and Deiſts may. agres in one Liturgy, 


£. direQing all Prayers to one cternal God? 
I it be ſaid,” that neither the Frese: 
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& permit Chriſtians thus to curtail their 


ce Prayers, to oblige the Dezſts , the ſame 
&« J fay as to orthodox Chriſtians, that 
« neither, will the Scripture Rule, nor 
« Apoſtolical Practice, nor the very Rea- 
« ſon of the Thing permit, that they 
& ſhould totally lay aſide the direct Wor- 
« ſhip of God the Son, or God the Holy 
60 Ghoſt. » Remarks on Dr. Clark”s 
E xpoſition on the Church Catechiſm, p- 19. 
Ed. 

The Truth is, in Things of real Indi is 
ferency, for the Sake of Peace and Unity, 
it may be right to comply with thoſe who 
differ from us; but not in Fundamentalr. 
We are to be guided by the holy Scrip- 
tures : They are to be our Rule of Faith; 
and the Practice of the three firſt Cats. 


ries, our Model of Worſhip: And whilſt 


nothing is put into the publick Form as 
Fundamental Doctrine, but what may be 
proyed by the Writings of Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles, we are ſafe, and Juſtifiable. 
i And if others teach a Doctrine which. is 
contrary to Seripture ; if an Angel from. 


Heaven preach any other Goſpel, 3 has 
been preached unto us 12 ada and his 
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Apoſites, we are not to hearken to it. 
And fo far ought we to be from leaving 
out of out publick Form any fundamental 
: Dottrine, which we know. and are. per- 
ſuaded is taught in holy Writ," in order 
that thoſe who preach another Doctrine, 
may not differ from us; that we ought 
on the contrary, to refuſe Communion 
with ſuch, upon any Account, whilſt they 
remain in "Dok a State. Let us hear what 
Inſtructions St. Paul gives in ſuch Caſes; 
— Mark them ( ſays he) which cauſe 
Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the 
Doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them. St, Paul here, does not 
adviſe them to compromiſe the Matter, 6: 

not to inſet upon ſuch Doftrines which 
their Adyerſaries oppoſed ; but, on the 
contrary, to mark, and End out thoſe 
who cauſed ſuch Viritioas: and to fly 
from, and avνα them. The like Advice 
he gives to Timothy. Theſe Things teach 
"and exbort. If any Man ttach otherwiſe, 
Fe. can ent nor zo "hileſtine Words, even 
nd: 4 4 aur Lig e cih, ou 
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to the Doctrine which is according to God- 
lineſs, Cc. — from ſuch withdraw thy- 
ſelfen He does not ſay, leave out thoſe 
wholeſome Words of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to which others will not conſent, 
that you may aſſociate with them; — 0 
withdraw thyſelf from them. 

This then is what we are to do. We are 
to preſeve the true Faith of Chriſt in its 
native Purity and Perfection: We are not 
to curtail, deface it, and leave out neceſ- 
ſary, important, fundamental Doctrines, to 
oblige thoſe who differ from us. And, as 
to thoſe who teach and propagate their 
Hereſies, and adulterate the Faith; we 
are to mark them, avoid them, withdraw 
ourſelves. from them, by the Suffrage and 
Advice of the great Apoſtle St. Paul. 
« To own them (ſays a late learned and 

« judicious Divine) as fe#ow Chriſtians, 
« is to take their Guilt upon ourſelyes, or 
« greater, I ſay greater; becauſe, ſup- 
« poſing them ſo far innocent, as honeſtly 
< to follow their own Judgment, yet, 
« while we are of a contrary J wigment, 
| ie 
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«it cannot but be guilty Practice and 
“ Conduct in us, and very great too, to 


« father our Sentiments ; or, not to bear 


« our Teſtimony in ſuch a Way, as Chriſt 
« has appointed, againſt all notorious Cor- 
&« ruptions either of Faith, or Worſhip, or 


« Dockrine. To leave out of our pub- 


lick Form, what we efteem as a yaluable 


Summary of our Paith, or rather, as a 
Comment, and E xplanation of the Doc- 


trines of our Faith; to lade this out, in 


order to oblige thoſe who dier from us, 
would be to /mother our Sentiments, in a 
Cauſe the moſt important; and to incur 
even greater Guilt than our Ad verſaries 


themſelves. No; fo far ſhould we be 


from conſenting to this, that (at leaſt, if 


they pretend to propagate their Doctrine) 


we ſhould refuſe" to own them as fellow 


Chriſtians. When Porycary, the DiCſ- 


ciple of St. 7ohn, and by him conftituted 


Biſhop of Smyrna, came to Rome, to in- 


terpoſe with Anicetus, (Biſhop of that See,) 


and the Chief of the Weſtern Church, on 
account of the Quartodeciman Controver- 


iy, 
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V. concerning the Time of the Obſer- 
vation of Eaſter (which began to ariſe 
1 1570 during his Stay at Rome, by 
| his Doctrines he recovered many to the 
Church, who had been infected with Er- 
ors, clpeciatly with the Hereſies of Mar- 
cion and Valentinur. Marcion once acci- 
dentally met him in tlie Street; and re- 
ſenting i it, that he di did d not 1 flute e him, called 
out to > him-—Porrcany, own '%us ! but the 
| good Biſhop 1 replied i in a juſt Tndignatign, 


— 2 — 


1 own thee to be the -firſt-born Ly So 

"Tan. S extr emly caurih, "(dds the 
later of this Story) Were the Apoſtles = 
* their Followers, to have 10 Commubion, 
n. not 0 "much as in Di Cour ſe with 
any Man Yor, corriu ted the Truth; at- 
l © cording” zo) St. Paule Rule, Tit. iii. 39. 
Thus are we juſtified, not only by. the 
© Precepts, but che Practice of Antiquity, 
the Pragice of a truly Apoſlolical Biſhop 
and Martyr, in refuſing, to Oy Hereticks 
as fellow Chriſtians : To do this, would 
be to not hen our Sentimente, which is, 
in Effect, factificing the Truths of Chri/ 
k Kane to the Peace of Nen. And what 
is here pleaded for, VIS. the” laying aft, de 


important 


— 


So De Ard ch 


"Important Doftrines, comes under lie 
Cenſure of fnot bering our  Sentiments 3 


and is much the fame, as giving them up : 


But this muſt not be done, even to 7 
vent Fein: N as, if it were done, tis 
_ highly improbable ; it would have the de- 
ee Effect. For, (as it is well remarked) 
.& When ſome. Perſons of more Warmth 
what 

4 © they call beating Methods, in order to 
< reconcile. many (as they fuppoſed ) to 


= „ Chriſtianity: ſhortened and cumailed in 


* its prime Articles, they have heen for 
the moſt part miſerably. diſeppointed: 

| 4 Their unwarrantable Conceſſions, inſtead 
of making more Chr iſianrt (Half. 
*« i, fe, Lihauld - ) have only 
4 © made more Infidels. And 1 it was na- 
2 tural to think, that ſuch would the 

. Reſult Do . For, when, once the Ad- 


e 


© beyond what they have Warrant for, 
4 they give very great Adyantage to the 
Wh . Enemy, WhO af then modeſtly ex- 
<« pe to draw them on 8 KD up 
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« before carried them too far. For if 
« they yield to Importunity, rather than 
c to Reaſon. in one Caſe, why not in 
another? * Since this then is the Caſe, 
we ſhould be very cautious what Conce/- 
ſions we make, and how far we yield to 
Importunity. It behoves us greatly to be- 
ware of laying aſide any important Doc- 
trine, or neceſſary Explication of ſuch 
Doctrine, to oblige thoſe who differ from 
us in ſuch Points ; left their next Requeſt 
to us ſhould be, to pay them a farther 
Compliment, and to inſert their Doctrines 
in the Room. 

- Mr. Hates obſerves farther ; chat If 
« we removed from the Liturgies what- 
“ ſoever is offenſioe to am, the Event 
« would be, that the publick Service and 
« Honour of God would no ways ſuffer.”** 
This is making the Caprice of every ſingle 
Man, a Rule for modelling our Liturgy : 
And when, by ſuch a Rule, the Liturgy 
would be compleated, I leave to thoſe to 
determine, who can foreſee when the Time 

' /%3&. WL? an will 
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will come; that all Men ſhall think alike. 


But I muſt further obſerve, that it is a 


| very great Error to imagine, that, if we 


could remove every thing from the Liturgy 
which is offenſive to any, the publick Ser- 
vice and Honour of God would no ways 


ſuffer : For there may be ſome Things 


in the Liturgy, which may be offen/zue to 
ſome, and yet may nevertheleſs be a high 
and important Doctrine of Holy Scripture, 


Men may be miſtaken in their Fudgments, 


and may take Offence at what they ought 
not. And therefore, ſhould we leave out 
every thing which may be offenſive to any, 
we might leave out a neceſſary and impor- 
tant Doctrine of holy Scripture. Perhaps, 


ſome of the Commandments are offenſive 


to ſome Men; but what then? muſt we 
therefore-abrogate the Law of God ? ſure- 
ly there are few who will pretend to juſtify 
ſuch. a Proceeding: The Honour of God 

would greatly /ifer by ſuch Methods: 
And n no doubt, but they muſt anſwer for 
it, who conſent to ſuch unrighteous Deal- 
ing. But the publick Service and Honour 
of God would manifeſtly /i#fer in another 


View. For 1 we e ſhould laue out of our 


Titurgy, 
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Liturgy, every Thing which ic offenſcve to 
any; this would be, as. it were, granting 
a Licence for the utmoſt Confiſion in our 
Worſbip and openly conſenting to com- 
munitate- "with thoſe, who, we may at the 
ſame Time be ſenſible, differ from us 
even in the Object of Worſhip. It is in 
« yain.( fays a late Writer) to caſt about 
< for any-:far-fetch'd Reaſons, Colours, or 
r Pretences in a plain Caſe. Suppoſing it 
not neceſſary that all Doctrines, even 
though very important, ſhould be ex- 
te preſad in a publick Liturgy, (though if 
* they were, I ſhould not think it at all 
'< improper or amiſs,) yet certainly, the 
<: Liturgy ſhould be fo contrived,” as ef- 
4 fectually to point out the Object of 
<« our Worſpip. If the Supplicants eannòt 
Ido not ſee how they can at all unite 
in one common Liturgy; or, ſo much 
< as bali Communion with each other. 
If then, by leaving out of che Liturgy 
whatſoe ver is R to any, we ſhould 
Nag. £95 G Fa; IPA M's. 4150 | — 4 not 
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* 8 on Dr. Clat's Expoſition of the Church 
5 b. 19, Ediz. 3» 
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not effeFually point out the true Objelt 
N N e woods * SS . 
of. W: orſhip ; this wonld render a reaſonable 


Communion impoſſible. But, nothing: is 
more plain, than that the 2rxe Ohiect of 
 Worſvip would not be effetiually pointed 
out, ſhould we leave, our of our Liturgy 
whatſocyer is offenſroe % any. For, if 
weg were to leaxe out of our Liturgy 
Whatſoever is offemſtve to any; we muſt 
remove from thence every Paſſage, which 
makes Te Jeſus Chri Gad, cu. egual; and 
co-eternal with the Father, in ordet to 
oblige the Ariant x But this would be 
conſenting to Communicate with them; 
when, at the ſame Time we ſhould now. 
that: we differ'd-in the Object f Worſbip'; 
which would moto be effectualiy pointed 
out, becauſe Jeſut Chriſt would not be 
pointed out, as dhe Object of true TEorſbip. 
And; what: Confuſion in the publick Ser- 
vice, what an high Affront to our God 
and Saviour would (and by our Conſent) 
neceſſarily. follow Ie Fot we. ſhould wor- 
ſhip... Feſus Chriſt as truly and praperiy 
God, whilſt the Ariaus would only pay 
him an inferior Worſhip ; and thereby, if 
he be truly God, would diſhonour and 
s * 
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degrade him. If the So and Holy Ghoſt 
be one God with the Father, and the A. 
riaus look upon Both, but as Creatures; 
then, when Ariant and Catholicks join in 
the ſame ſolemn Acts of outward Worſhip; 
thoſe Religious Acts, are, on the Arian 
Side, defiled by an irreligious Meaning; 
and amount rather to a ſolemn Mockery of 
their God and Saviour, than to areſpeftful 
Remembrance of him ; and are in Reality, 
though not intentionally, flat Polytheiſm 
and Idolatry.* To leave out of the Li- 
turgy then, thoſe Paſſages which make Je- 
ſus Chriſt really and truly God, would be 
knowingly to admit this Confuſion of Wor- 
ſbip; which if he be really Divine, is un- 
doubtedly a ſolemn Mockery of God, and 
a Defilement of his Sacred Service. We 
are not therefore to conſider, whether a 
a Doctrine may give Offence, but whether 
it is true and important; for if it be; then 
the publick Service and Honour of God 
may, we ſee, greatly /uffer by leaving it out 
of our Liturgy. What we are to conſider, 
is, whether the Doctrine be true, impor- 
cant, 
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tant and juſtifiable by Scripture; and whe- 
ther the Form it is put into, in the Litur- 


, be the beſt framed, to preſerve the 


Doctrine pure and free from the Corrup- 
tions of falſe Teachers: If it be; we are 
to retain it, againſt all Oppoſition. «< St. 


%% Paul (ſays a Learned and Judicious 
7 0 ne Prelate of our Church) has plainly taught 


« us, how we ought to conduct ourſel ves 
in ſuch Caſes. He knew very well, that 
Jeu and Gentile took great Offence at 
the Doctrine of a Crucified Sauiour; 
and he could not but fee, that Chriſtia- 
<« nity would be more favourably enter- 
4 tained. by both, if that Ofence were re- 
« moved, and the Goſpel reduced to a 
« Scheme of mere Morality; ratified by a 
PFerſon ſent from God; and inforced by 
« ſtronger Aſſurances of Rewards and Pu- 
c niſhments, than eyer had been given be- 
fore. But, notwithſtanding all this, (ſays 
& he) Me preach Chriſt crucified, unto the 
% Jeui 4 ſtumbling Block, and unto the 


©. Greeks Fooliſbnefs. (1 Cor. 1. 23.) * 
And another very learned Writer, taking 


Occaſion 


— 
* 


® Biſhop of Ton den Charge of May 38, 1730. f. 35. £6. 2; 
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Occaſion to mention this Paſſage, remarks 
thus upon it very appoſitely to my preſent 
Purpoſe, viz. © The Reaſon (fays he) is 
plain: For, the Miniſters of Chriſt are 
« under ſpecial Direction, and muſt not 
« dare to prevaricate in their ſacred Em- 
« ployment. They muſt never preſume 
« to betray the Truth of the Goſpel, with 
« any View to prevent Offexce : For, ſuch 
« Ofence is taken, not gi ven, and is there- 
« fore of no Moment. They only are to 
« bear the Blame, who are can/elefly f 
« fended at what they ought to receive 
« with the profoundeſt Reſpect and Vene. 
cc ration. * 

The Author of the Eſay concludes 
Mr. - Hales*'s Obſervations with theſe 
Words — © That putting Things anne 
« ceffary into the Service of the Church, 
« was the firſt Beginning of Superſtition.” 
And then he proceeds to cite Biſhop ST11- 
LINFLEET as follows: — «© Were we 
„ (fays.:the Biſhop) ſo happy but to take 
« off | Things granted #nxecefſary by all, 
« and 2 by many, and judged un- 
| „ lawful 


* Waterland's Imp. c. 5. p. 138. Eair.1, 
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* lawful by ſome ; and to make nothing 
« the Bonds of our Communion, but 
„ what Chriſt has done, vzz. one Faith, 
< one Baptiſm, Sc. allowing a Liberty for 
Matters of Indifferency -— we might | 
indeed be reſtored to a true primitive 
« Luftre. — God will ove Day convince 
« Men, that the Union of the Church, 
« les more in the Unity of Faith and Af- 
« fection, than in the Uniformity of doubt- 
« ful Rites and Ceremonies.” * To what 
Purpoſe is this Quotation from Biſhop 
Stilling fleet, which is plainly levelled a- 
gainſt doubtful Rites and Ceremonies, a- 
gainſt Things granted unneceſſary by all, 
and Matters of Indifferency ; and has no 
manner of relation to the Point in Debate? 
unleſs the Author of the Eſay can ſhew 
us, that Biſhop S?llingfleer reckon'd the 
Athanaſian Creed among the Number of 
doubtful Rites and Ceremonies. This Quo- 
tation from the Biſhop comes in, as a Proof 
of this Gentleman's firſt Reaſon for laying 
aſide the Athanaſian Creed; viz. © Be- 


6 cauſe — ſound and orthodox Chriſ- 


©« tians 
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ce tians of our Church, both Clergy and 
„ Laity, have been greatly diſſatisfied with 
it.“ But, how this receives any Proof 
from the foregoing Paſſage of Biſhop 
Stilling fleet, I know not: Unleſs recom» 
mending an Unity in Faith, and a Liberty 
for Matters of J ndifferency, and doubtful 
Rites and Ceremonies, is being diſſatisfied 
with the Athanaſian Creed, Nor can I 
believe that Dr. Killing fleet meant to ex- 
preſs any Diſſat it faction at that Greed, 
when he himſelf declared, that, not mere- 
our Church, but the Chriſtian World 
owned it to be a juſt and true Explication 
of the Doctrine of the Trinity.“ But what- 
ever Biſhop S:4ling fleet may do, tis plain 
that the Author of the Eſſay would have 
this Paſſage contain a Reaſon for laying 


aſide the Athanaſian Creed. Let us juſt ſee 


then, what Force it has in that View. 
From what has been before ſaid, I hope 
all unprejudiced Men will be convinced, 
that it is no ſound Reaſon for the Church's 

leaving out any Fart of the Liturgy, be- 
cauſe it may be ſuſpefted by man, or 

| * e N For et . 
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cions may be il grounded, and ſuch Judg- 
ments may be miſlaken. The only Force, 
if there be any, lies in the Words granted 
unneceſſaury by all, and allowing a Liber. 
ty for Matters of Indifferency, Ke. But 
here the Gentleman is playing the fame 
Trick as before: He amuſes the Reader 
with an Harangue, about lay ing aſide Things 
granted unneceſſary by all, Matters of In- 
differency; and doubtful Rites and Cere- 
monier; and whilſt this Miſt is raifed be- 
fore his Eyes, his main Deſign is to expunge 
Creeds, and to lip Fundamentals into the 
Number of doubrful Rites and Ceremonies. 
I took notice before, that the Morro to his 
Es was a Piece of formal Deception : 
And give me Leave to remark here, that 
the Motto to his Specimen, is fill a more 
groſs Impoſition upon the Reader, than the 
oy: It is taken from Dr. Pxibeavy, 
and is this, — © Tf that Stiffneſs of Hu- 
& mour, which is now among too many 
4 of us; againſt altering any Thing in our 
« Liturgy, ſhould continue, — all Lan- 
* guage being in fluru, — and our Licurgy 
© remain without any Change or Altera-- 
tion, it would be ds much in an unknown 
— ee Language 5 
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Language, as now the Roman Service is 

Eto the Vulgat of that Communion”. This 
is all yery true, and is fair and plauſible! 
He profeſſes here, only to correct a few 
obſolete Expreſſions in the Language, that 
it may be inreligible. — Who would think 
that this Gentleman had altered whole Co- 
lecke, and ſtruck out Creed? But to return. 
Was the Athanaſian Creed a Thing grant- 
ed anneceſſary by all, or a Matter of Indif- 
ferency, or a mere doubtful Rite or Cere- 
mony, the Argument might be alledged 
with a better Grace: But, when the Caſe 
is directly contrary, it is mere Words. For 
is the Athanaſian Creed a mere doubtful 
Ceremony, or a Matter of Indifferency 2 
No one will affirm this, but thoſe Gentle- 
men, who are ſo complaiſant as to comply 
with Articles of Faith as mere Ceremo- 
nials, and to believe out of good Manners : 
But then again, ſuch welk-bred Gentlemen 
would have no Occaſion to plead for its 


being /aid'aſade. Is the Arhanaſton Creed | 


granted unneceſſary by all? I am ſure it is 
not: And I hope upon Occaſion it will be 
able to find many powerful Adyotates. — 
Put I Pi. 
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fully to this Plea of its being unneceſſary, 
in another Place: I ſhall only hint here, 
that ſo long as the Doctrine contained in 
the Athanaſian Creed, can be proved to be 
Scriptures Doctrine, it can never be unne- 
ceſſary to retain that Creed in our Liturgy ; 
whilſt there are thoſe who publicly plead 
for its being aid a/ide.— But the Plea of 
its being indifferent has this Misfortune in 
it (and indeed the ſame Weakneſs is charge- 
able upon all Pleas in general, for laying 
alide Matters of 1nd:zfferency) vis. If the 
Athanaſian Creed be not a Matter of Indif. 
ferency, the Plea is falſe: And, if it be 
really a Matter of Indifferency, why are 
they ſo ſtrenuous in pleading. for its. being 
laid aſide? - I would only mention one 
Thing more; vig. Though this Paſſage, 
cited from Biſhop STiLLINGeLEET's Jre- 
nicum, does not at all affect the Point here in 
Debate; yet, ſince the Author of the E/- 
ay has cited this with other Paſſages from 
that Book, as ſupporting him in his Deſign 
of altering our Liturgy; it may be proper 


td give the Reader ſome little Information 


concerning that Piece. I find in the Life 


* Nen n the * Pa 
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fage. — © He profeſſes himſelf to have pub- 
«liſhed his Irenicum, hoping by it to bring 
« oyer thoſe to a Compliance with the 
Church of England (then like to be re- 
<« eſtabliſhed) who ſtood off, upon the 
« Suppoſition that Chriſt had appointed, 
* Presbyterian Government to be al- 
« ways continued in his Church; and 
* therefore thought Prelacy was to be de- 
t teſted, as an unlawful Uſurpation; ad- 
« ding moreover, that it did not want Suc- 
“ ceſs that Way, both here and ina Neigh- 
4 pour Kingdom. Ep:/?. Ded. before the 
« Ordination-Sermon at St. Peter's Corn- 
Bill, March 15. 1684-5. and p. 148. of 
« ſeveral Conferences between a Popiſh 
« Prieſt, a Fanatick Chaplain, Kc. where, 
« in the Perſon of P. D. he ſpeaks freely 
« of it, and ſays, I believe there are many 
« Things in it, which if Dr. Stillingfleet 
12 were to write now, he would not have 
« faid: For there are ſome which ſhew 
« his Youth and Want of due Conſidera- 
« tion; others which he yielded too far, zz 
0 Hopes of gaining the Diſſenting Parties * 
to the Church of England; but upon the 

4 rohole Matter, I am fully ſatisfied the 
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« Book wat written with a 8 to 
ee \ſexve the Church of England, &c. — 
I here give the Reader Dr. Stillingfeet's 
own Sentiments of his Jrenicum, as they 
are related by the Writer of his Life; that 
he. may conſider the Paſſages quoted from 


it by the Author of the Eſſay, in their 


true Light; and that the Name of Biſhop 
ST1LEINGFLEET, may not carry more 


Weight in it, than the Biſbop himſelf, if 


he were alive, would deſire it ſhould. 

The Author of the Eſſay ends his Quo- 
tations upon. this Head, with his preſent 
dere ur CANTERBURY : It has never 

« gone well with the Church of Chrift, 
« fſince Men have been ſo narrow ſpirtted, 
ec as to mix. the Controverſies of Faitb 
<« with their publick Forms of Worſbi #þ 3 
« and having made their Liturgies, in 
« ſtead of being Offices of Devotion to 
« God, become Teſts and Cenſures of the 
« Opinions of their Brethren.” — | 

The remaining Part of of this Quotation is 


© a ſufficient Anſwer to the foregoing, vis. 


But yet, when all is done, the Truths 


— «4 of ee muſt not ene to 


dee 


* _ 
2 i 


Life of Dr. Stillingfleer, printed M DCC X. p. 12, 13+ 


/ 


A PAESERVATIVE againſt HeRkksIES. 0 95 


« the Peace of Chriſtiaur; nor the Honour 
« af Gop be given up, to keep up Unity | 
and Communion with one another.“ 

It is here proper to obſerve ( with 
Juſt Deference to his GRACE of CANTER- 
ukw, would I ſpeak it) that Men are by 
no Means to be thought #arrow-fpirzted, 
for defending the true Faith in our pub- 
lick Forms, with its proper and neceſſary 
Cards. It is to fecure us from arrow 
Believers, who would make their Ad- 
vantage, if thoſe Fences were broken 
down. If this be to mix Coutroverſies of 
Faith with Public Forms, They are the 
Occaſion of it, who cauſe ſuch a Contro- 
ver i by oppoſing and corrupting the true 
Faith of Chriſt, Nor do I ſee any Ab- 
furdity in having i in our Liturgy ſuch a 

7 Teſt of the Opinions of our Brethzen, as 
* ſhall ſecure.” us from falſe Brethren, Ui. 
guiſh Heret ericks from Cbriſtians, and pre- 
vent that Cynfuſſon of Worſhip, which 
we ſhould otherwiſe knowingly admit. 
Nay, amongſt others, one U/e of Creeds 
in the primitive Times, was to be ſuch a 
Teſt; and to hinder Hereticks from an un- 
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diſcernible mixing themſelves with ” 
ort hodo Chriſttans.* But however, the 
- Athanaſian Creed is not ſo much a Teſ of 
the Opinions of others, as it is to preſerve 
the true Faith pure and entire; and to re- 
mind Men what is the Cathalick Baith, 
that they may not be led away by Sedu- 
-cers and "falſe Teachers. As his GRAcx 
of CanttrBuRy judiciouſly obſerves, the 
True of Chriſtianity muſt not be facri- 
ficed to the Peace of Chriſtians: - Now the 
Auibanaſſas Creed is deſigned to keep the 
Trutbe of Chriſtianity pure and uncor- 
rupted by Hereſizs And when there are 

ſuch Hereſies abroad, to lay aſide chis 
Guard, would be ſacrificing the Truths 
"of Chriflianity — I will not ſay to Peace 
and Union; becauſe bio believe it 
would be, to Dis TukBance and Dis- 
TRACTION 3 whilſt the Church of Chriſt 
would be divided hd. perplexed by the 
flowing i in of ſo many Hereſies, as would 
then be the Conſequence. Nor indeed 
Sand there TROY. be "any Union or C- 
ls ; | wen, 


ern 
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munion, ſo long as Men would differ fo 
much, in the fundamental: Articles of 
Faith, — nay, even in the very Object f 
Worſhip. _ 

The Author of the Eſſay ſeems to feel 
the Force of the latter Part of the Quota- 
tion from his Grace of CANTERBURY; 
and therefore immediately proceeds with 
his Endeavour to ſhew, that An Ex- 
change of the Athanaſian Creed for the 
« Apoſtles or Nicene, will not be /acr#- 
© ficeng the Truths of Chriſtzanity to the 
% Peace of Chriſtians, or giving up the 
« Honour of God, for the Sake of Unity.” 
This (fays he) „ will appear from my 
« S£coxnD REasoN for ſuch an Exchange.” 
This Reaſon I ſhall examine preſently; | 
but firſt, I ſhall conclude the for 
Head, with obſerving, that, ſince (as I 
hope) I have made it appear, that thoſe 
Reaſons which the Author of the Eſay 
has produced in his ©otations, from the 
foregoing Writers, to ſhew that'they were 
diſſatisfied with the Athanaſian Creed, 
are inſufficient to ground any ſuch Di/- 
ſatisfation upon: Since 1 have ſhewn 
this, I ſay, their being — (thoſe 

O 
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I mean who were diflatisfied, for it does 

not appear that 4 of them were) with 

that Creed, is no Reaſon for our Aying it 

aſide, or exchanging it. For a Mary's be- 

ing merely diſſatisfied, without ſufficient 
Reaſons, is no Argument for our com- | 
plying with his Deſrres-or Wiſhes, except | 
it be in Things of real Indifferency : He 

is to be no otherwiſe regarded, than by 
endeayouring to ſet him right, and give 

him Satisfaction, and, by pointing out 

the /n/ufficiency of his Reaſons, to prevent 

others from falling into the ſame Errors. 

I now return, to conſider what Force 

there is in this Gentleman's SzconD REA. 

80N for laying aſide, or exchanging the 
.Athanaſian Creed. His Reaſon is this, 

wiz. © Becauſe the Apoſtles, and Nicene 

& Creed, one or other of which is pro- 

© poſed to be ſubſtituted in its Place, do 

« contain the Sum, Subflanee, and funda- 

& mental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 

„ And if I: demonſtrate it (fays he) of 

« the Apoſiles Creed, it will be, I pre- 

.« ſume, ſufficient, as the Nicene is yet 
more expre ſs, full, and comprehenſiye.”* 
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He then proceeds to demonſtrate what he 
aſſerts of the Apoſtles Creed, by producing 
ſeveral Writers, who ſay, that the Apoſtles 

Creed contains all thoſe Points of Belief 

| which are neceſſary to be believed ; that it 
| is a perfect Summary of the Fundamen- 

tals of the Chriſtian Faith, Kc. 

Now, in Anſwer to this, I may grant 

his Premiſes, and yet deny his Concluſion. 

I may admit, that the Apoſtles Creed is a 
Summary of the Fundamentals of the 
Chriftian Faith; and that it contains (im- 

plicitely) a the Articles of Faith neceſ- 
ſary to be believed: And yet I ſhall deny, 
that Thit is any Reaſon for /aying aſide, or 
exchanging the Athanaſian Creed. This 
Plea (like That in Relation to Mr. Chil- 
lingworth) was urged many Tears ago, 
and was likewiſe many Tears ago conflted 
in the Critical Hiſtory of the Athanaſian 
Creed, Ch. XI. But, as this Gentleman 
thinks proper to advance it again, it muſt 
be again confuted, _ | 

I would obſerve then, that all learn- 

ed Men know, that the' Creed called the 
Apoſiles,is no other than the Roman Creed, 

the Creed of that particular Ran and 


O 2 pPur- 


| 8. 5 


ee F, W 4 


. 7” 
of CH 
o — —— 


100 The ATHANASIAN Creed 
purpoſely contrived ſhort, for the Eaſe of 


thoſe who were to repeat it at Baptiſin; 


and, that it might be the more eaſily re- 
tained in Memory. And, notwithſtanding 
the Differences to' be found in the Opi- 


nions of learned Men, concerning the Aa- 


ditional Articles; tis generally agreed, 


that the Creed was not always the ſame 


that it is ac, nor always contained the 
ſame Number of Articles: I refer thoſe 
who would be fully and critically informed 
concerning this Matter, to Mr. BIN HAM's 
Origines Eccleſtaſtice, B. x. c. 3, and 4. 
The Critical Hiſtory of the Apoſtles Creed, 
throughout; Dr. WATERTIAN D' Tmpor- 
tance of the Trinity, c. 6. p. 225, c. 


Edit. 1. I ſhall only remark, that Dr. 
Gar thinks that all the Articles of the 


Creed, except theſe three, vig. the Com- 
munion of | Saints, the > Char ch, and the 
Deſeent into „ Hell, were ſolemnly profeſ- 
ſed by the firſt Chriſtians in their Con- 
feſſions of Faith, in the Apoſtles Days, 
by their Authority, or at leaſt their Ap- 
probation.* And Ma BN I ſup- 
— ä ů— 
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poſes with Dr. GRABE, that the Article 
of one God the Father, Maker of Heaven 
and Earih, was origmally inſerted into the 
Creed by che Apoſtles. But Dr. WATER - 
LAND doubts © whether the Words Mater 
« of Heaven and Earth, can be proved 
by any certain Authority, to have come 
ce into that Creed | Roman Creed, which 
&« is what we call the Apaſtles] before the 
VIIIch Century: For | adds he] after 
« the beſt Searches I have been hitherto 
able to make, I can find no Copy (to 
© be depended upon) higher than that 
« Time, which has That Clauſe.”** This 
Article then, in all Probability, was want- 
ing in the Roman Creed, perbaps for ſix 
or ſeven Centuries ; though 1 it was inſerted 
in ſome other Creeds, in Oppoſition to ſuch 
Hereſies as gave Occaſion for it.*** 
The Writer of the Critical Hiftory of the 
Apoſiles Creed has ſumm'd up this Matter 
fully, as follows : © The Authors of i ic 
* Were ſeveral and many ; The Creed was 
A. neither 


— 


> 
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Critical Hiſtory of the 4:hanaſian Cveed, c. 11. p. 384. 
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neither the Work of one Man, nor of 
4 one Day, but, during a long Tract of 
* Time, paſſed ſuccefliyely through ſeve- 

« ral Hands, e're it arrived to its preſent 
“ Perfection: The Compofure of it was 

« gradual, and not inſtantaneous; the Man- 
4 ner whereof, I apprehend to have been 
tc thefe two Ways: Fir, Some of the 
« Articles therein were derived from the 
ce very Days of the Apoſtles: Secondly, 
„ The others were afterwards added by 
* the primitive Doctors and Biſhops, in 
c Oppoſition to groſs Hereſies and Errors 
« that ſprung up in the Church.“ U pon 
the Whole, the old Roman Creed which is 
commonly called the Abpoſiles Creed, was 
not brought to its preſent intire Form, till 
after the Year 600. and was no more than 
This; vVz2. :; 


« J believe in God the Father AJ. 

6 mighty ; and in Jeſus Chriſt his only 
e begotten Son our Lord, who' was 
e borg of the Holy Ghoſt and the 
Virgin Mary, and was crucified un- 
« der 


* 
* * 


— — 


* ent. FIR, Apoll. Creed, 6.1, .34. © 


© Dead, aſcended into Heaven, ſitteth 
« on the Right Hand of the Father, 
«© whence he ſhall come to judge the 
Quick and the Dead. And in the 
« Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Church, the 
«© Remiſſion of Sins, and the Reſur- 
« rection of the Fleſh. - Annen. 


Now from this Creed it is evident, that 
the ſeyeral Articles of God being Creator 
of Heaven and Earth, of Chriſt's bein; 
lead, and of his Deſcent into Hell, of the 
Church being Catholict, of the — 
nion of Saints, and of the Life everlaſt- 
ing, were all wanting, originally, i in the 
© Roman Creed. Nay, it is obſerved by the 
learned Author of the Importance, Kc. that 
even this © ſhorter Form of the Roman 
Creed ſeems to carry ſome Marks of its 
« haying been formerly ſhorter, by its 
„ bringing in the” Artiole of the Holy 
« Ghoſt in this abrupt Manner, - And in 
<«< the Holy Ghoſt : Words which came in 
| TW very 


— 
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4 der Postius Plate, and was buried, 
cc 4nd the third Day roſe again from the 
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* very aptly in the primitive Form [of 
« Creeds which ſeveral learned Men have 
« conceived to be no more than this, vir. 
« believe in God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt ] when they immediately 
« followed and in the Son; but which 
« would appear abrupt, after ſeveral new 
« Tnſertions made between the two Arti- 
« cles. Wherefore, to falve that appear- 
« ing Abruptneſs, the Church afterwards 
« ſtriking out And, inſerted I believe in 
- © that Place, making the Article run, 
as it does at this Day, I believe in the 
« Holy Ghoſt, Nc.“ * 
T be Lie I would make of what I have 
here laid down, is this: I 
It is argued, that the Athanaſian Creed 
may ſafely be laid aſide, becauſe the A- 
poſiler Creed contains the Sum and Subſtance 
of the Cbriſtian Jaith, all the Articles 
neceſſary to be believed. Biſhop Tartor, 
as quoted by our Author, thus writes ; 
The Apoſtles, or the holy Men their 
8 Contemporaries and Diſciples, compoſed 
« a Creed, to be a Rule of Faith to all 
| ” Chriſtians ; 3 
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© Chriſtians ; as appears in Ireneus, Ter- 
&« tullian, St. Cyprian, St. Auſtin, Ruf- 
te fnus, and divers others: Which Creed, 
« unleſs it had contained. all the true Ob- 
« je& of Faith, and the Foundation of 
“ Religion, it cannot be imagined to what 
1 Purpoſe it ſhould ſerve. And that it 
cc was ſo eſteemed by the whole Church of 
« God in all Ages, appears in this: That 
<« fince Faith is a neceſſary Prediſpoſition 
« to Baptiſin, in all Perſons capable of the 
« Uſe of Reaſon; all Caterhnmens.in the 
Latin Church, coming to Baptiſm; were 
60 interrogated concerning their Faith; and 
« gave Satisfaction in the Recitativs of 
« this Creed. — Now, if more were neceſe 
« ſary; than the Articles of the Creed, 
demand why it was made the Ghar ac- 
« eriſtick Note of a Chriſtian from an 
« Feretick, or a Jew, or an Infidel ? or 
© to what Purpoſe was it compoſed ? or, if 
« this was intended as ſufficient; did the 
« Apoſtles or thoſe Churches which they 
„ founded; know any Thing ee to be 
« neceſſary ? If they did not; then, either 
not hing more is neceſſary, (I ſpeak of 
2 Matters of mere or they did 
Na 
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« got know all the Will of the Lord, and 
«< ſo were unit Diſpenſers of the Myſtery 
« of the Kingdom: Or, if they did know 
« more was neceſſary, and yet would not 
« znſert it, they did an AR of public 
« Notice, and conſigned it to all Ages 
“of the Church to 20 Purpoſe. But, if 
this was ſufficient to bring Men to Hea- 
« ven then, why not now ? If the Apoſtles 
« admitted all to their Communion that 
« beheved this Creed, why ſhall we ex- 
« clude any, that preſerve the /ame intire? 
« Why is not our Faith of theſe Articles, 
« of as much Efficacy, for bringing us to 
Heaven, as it was in the Churches Apof- 
« folical? * 

I anſwer, I. Biſhop Taylor goes upon 

a falſe Suppoſition, that the Creed com- 
Wis called the Apoſtles Creed, was com- 
poſed by the Apoſiles, or the holy Men 
their Contemporaries. Whereas (as has 
been obſerved) ſome of the Articles only, 
were derived from the Days of the Apoſtles; 
and the Others were afterwards added 


—— 
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by the primitive Doctors and Biſbops, in 
Oppoſition to groſs Hereſſes and Errors, 
as they ſprung up in the Church.“ | 
IT. Biſhop Taylor has another falſe Sup- 
poſition, much of the ſame Kind with 
the former, for he ſeems to ſuppoſe that 
the Creed called the Apoſtles Creed, was 
always the ſame that it is #ow ; whereas 
it has been ſhewn, that it was not brought 
to its preſent intire Form, till after the 
Year 600. He tells us, that this Creed 
was eſteemed by the whole Church of God 
in all Ages, as containing all the true Ob. 
ject of Faith, and the Foundation of Re- 
ligion. And © That it was ſo eſteemed 
„ (fays he) appears in this, viz. Since 
« Faith is a neceſſary Prediſpoſition- to 
« Baptiſm in all Perſons capable of the 
« Uſe of Reaſon, all Catechumens in the 
Latin Church, coming to Baptz/m, were 
“ interrogated concerning their Faith, and 
&« pave Satisfattion in the Recitation of 
© this Creed. — Now, if more were neceſ- 
* ſary than the Articles of the Creed; I 
BET P'2 + | © demand 


* 


GT” _ 4 _—_y 


* See the Critical Hiſtory of the Apoſtles Creed, and Bingham's 
Orig. Ecel. B. z. c. 3. Fol. Edir. * 


N £ 


\ 


\ 


103 _ The ATHANASIAN Creed 


* demand why it was made the Charas: 
« teriſtick Note of a Chriſtian, from an 
« Heretick, or a Jew or an Infidel ? ” 
Now. in Rios to this Paſſage, I muſt 
obſerve, that the Creeds which were re- 
cited by Catechumens before Baptiſm, 
were purpoſely contriyed ſhort (as I had 
Occaſion. to mention above) that they 
might be the more eaſily retained. in Me- 
mory, and take up the leſs Time in reci- 
ting; and were deſigned for Hints, and 
Minutes of the main Credenda: And for 
this Reaſon it was, that the Catechumens 
were to be inſtructed in the Creed, pre- 
viouſly to Baptiſin, for many Days toge- 


5 Y. tber: and the Creeds were but a kind of 


Recapitulation, of what the Catecbument 
had been taught more at large; the main 
Heags whereof were committed to Memo- 
72, and publickly recited, and ſo became 
a Creed i but, had there been no ſuch 
preparatory Iuſtructions, as pere given 
in their Catechetical Lectures; Creeds, 
containing only Hints and Minutes of 
the main Credenda, and which wanted, 
and accordingly had, a further E xplana- 
Fon, would haye been of ſmall Uſe to 


©. Cate- 
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Catechumens.* Thus the Creed, com- 
monly called the Apoſtles Creed, being 
only the Baptiſmal Creed of the Church 
of Rome, was (not the ſame that it is note, 
but) much ſborter, and deſignedly ſo, for 
the Reaſons before given in Relation to 
all Baptiſmal Creedt. When then, the 


Author of the Eſſay argues from Piſhop | 


Taylor, „That, becauſe all Catechumens 
* in the'Latin Church, when interrogated 
« concerning their Faith, gave Satisfac- 
* 7:0n, by reciting the Creed called the 
as Apofites ; and that therefore that Creed 
« is ſufficient, and that we may reaſonably 
« Jay aſide the Athanaſian Creed When 
the Author of the Eſſay argues thus, his 
Argument, if it has any Force, has more 


| than n perhaps he intended: For it may be 


urged with equal Reaſon, that we ought 
to reſcind all) thoſe Articles that have been 
| Joe @ added to the Apoſtles Creed, and re- 
- duce it to the primitive Shortneſs of the 
old Roman Baptiſmal Creed, fince that is 


ſup- 
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ſuppoſed to be ſafficrent. Biſhop Taylor, 
asks If this was ſufficient to bring Men 
«to Heaven then, why not now # If the 
* Apoſtles admitted all to their Commu- 
“ nion that believed this Creed, why ſhall 
« we exclude any that preſerve the ſame 
entire?“ and therefore (the Author of 
the Eſſfay would add) lay aſide the Atha- 
naſian Creed as unneceſſary. But now, as 
we have ſhewn that the Apoſtles Greed was 
much ſhorter in the primitive Times, than 
in the preſent ; we may retort Biſhop 
Taylor's Words, to ſhew that his Reaſon- 
ing overſnoots the Mark, and proves too 
much; For We may ask, © If that ancient 
* ſhort Form was fuffcient to bring Men 
« to Heaven then, why not now ? If the 
« Apoſtles admitted all to their Commu- 
. nion that believed that brief Creed, 
* why ſhall we exclnde any who ureferve 
te the /ame entire? And therefore we 
may ſtrike out all the additional Articles, 
which have been inſerted into the Apoſtles 
Creed, from their Time, to this Day; and 

among the Reſt, the Article of Life ever. 
laſting may be ex Pungedy . as 10 neceſſary 
e or Ee... 


| Biſhop 
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Biſhop Taylor further asks, If this 
« [the Apoſtles Creed | was intended as 
&« ſufficient, did the Apoſtles or thoſe 
“ Churches which they founded, know 
© any thing elſe to be neceſſary 2 If they 
« did not; then, either nothing more is 
« neceſſary, (I ſpeak of Matters of mere 
« Belief) or they did not know all the 
« Will of the Lord, and ſo were «unfit 
« Diſpenſers of the Myſtery of the King- 
« dom: Or, if they did know more was 
« neceſſary, and yet would ust inſert it, 
« they did an Act of publick Notice, and 
« conſigned it to all Ages of the Church to 
« no Purpoſe.” , © 

Now, fince it is known and acknow- 
ledged by all learned Men, that the Apoſtles 
Creed was originally much ſborter ; if the 
Biſhop's Reaſoning be true, it will prove 
more than he intended: for it will be redu- 
cẽd to this Dilemma, viz. that (ſince this 


Creed was at firſt a much ſhorter Form) / 


that ſhort. Creed compoſed by the Apoſtles, 
was intended as. /ufficzent, then by the 
Biſhop's Way of Reaſoning it will follow, 
that cither all thoſe Articles that have been 
added ſince the Apoſtles Days, are unneſ- 
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fary Articles; or, if they are neceſſary 
Articles, then the Apoſtles either did not 
know all the Will of the Lord, and {© 
were unfit Diſpenſers of the Myſtery of 
the Kindgdom; or, if they did know more 
was neceſſary, and yet would not inſert 
it, they compoſed a Creed to no Purpoſe. 
This, as it happens, muſt be the Conſe- 
quence of the Biſbop's Reaſoning ; and 
what was deſigned to maintain the Honour 
and Sufficiency of the Apoſtles, will acci- 
dentally bear hard upon their Character; 
ſince I believe few will deny, but the 
Articles added ſince the Apoſtles Times, 
are neceſſary Articles of Faith. But the 
Caſe is plain; and it is eaſy to reconcile 
the Neceſſity of enlarging of Creeds, with 
the Honour and. Sufficiency of the holy 
Apoſtles : For Creeds were (fiot deſigned 
to de compleat Catalogues of Fandamen- 
tale; . There being bardly two, which con- 
ſiſt exactly of the ſame Number of the 
ſame Articles, neither more nor leſs: Not 

were they intended to contain in full and 
explicite Terms, all that ſhould be neceſ- 
| Ls for Crs: to believe. « Creeds 
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(ſays the Author of the Critical Hiſtory of 
the Athauaſian Creed) © were never inten- 
« ded to contain, as it were, a certain Quan 
0 city of Faith, as neceſſary to bring Men to 
&« Heaven, and no more than is neceſſary. 
« Were this the Caſe, all Creeds ought 
64 preciſely, to have conſiſted of an equal 
Number of Articles, and the ſame indi- 
« vidual Articles: Whereas there are no 
&* two Creeds any. where to be found, which 
« anſwer to ſuch Exactneſs; and the 
Author of - the Critical Hiſtory of the 
Apoſites Creed obſerves the ſame, © Scarce 
e two Churches, (ſays he) I think I may 
ce ſafely venture to ſay, that not two had 
cc exactly the ſame Symbol without = 
e Variation or Differences © A 5 
cc Argugent. (Gys the former Writer) A 
60. the Church, in forming of Creeds, early 

« and late, went upon no ſach View, but 
« upon Th another Principle,” *** The 
Deſign of Creeds was to preſerye the whole 
Conpege es. 8 the true Faith FU Chriſt, Pure 


1455 e. Hiſt. e- . f. 
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and uncorrupted, as it ſtands in holy Serip- 
ture: And when any Part of it was in 
Danger of being corrupted by the Attacks 
of Hereticks, the Church then thought it 
cheir Duty to uſe all proper Care and Cau- 
tion, to guard againſt ſuch riſing Hereſies: 
And to that End, to inſert in their Creeds 
ſuch Articles, as ſhould be oppoſed to, 
and ſubverſiye of ſuch Heretical Tenets; 
and ſecure the People committed to their 
Charge, from degenerating from the true 
Faith. Thus, the firſt Creed: in the A. 
/ 'poſtolical' Age conſiſted only of the main 
\_ Stamina of the Faith, and particularly the 
8 ne of the 7725 which was not 
enlarged upon, but only briefly hinted, be- 
/ cauſe (as Dr. Waterland obſeryes ) the 
0 Form of Bapt? iſm led to its The other 
Articles were occaſionally introduced, as 
Neceſſity required, to guard againſt the 
 Corruptions and Adulterations of Here- 
"ticks. Whenever any Heretical Notions 
appeared, tlie Church inſerted ſuch Arti- 
cles as ſhould be-Antidotes againſt them, 
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and inform their Flock what it was they 
were to believe, that they might not be 
led away by the falſe Opinions of other 
Men. The Author of the Critical Hi/- 
tory of the Apoſtles Creed has ſumm'd up 
the Whole with relation to that Creed, in 
the following Paſſage 3 © Not long after 
« the Apoſtles Days, and even in the A- 
“ poſtolick Age itſelf; ſeyeral Hereſies 
“ ſprung up in the Church, ſubyerſive of 
ce the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ; to 
« prevent the Malignant Effects whereof, 
« and to hinder ſuch Hereticks from an un- 
cc diſcernible mixing themſelves with the 
& orthodox Chriſtians ; as alſo to eſtabliſh 
“ and ftrengthen the true Belieyers in the 
“ neceflary Truths of the Chriſtian Re- 
ec ligion, the Chriſtian Verities oppolite to 
&« thoſe Hereſies, were inſerted in the 
Creed; and together with thoſe other 
_ Articles, which had without any Inter- 
«© miſſion been conſtantly uſed from the 
« Time of the Apoſtles, were propoſed 
« to the Aﬀent and Belief of all Perſons 
« who came to be baptized : The Gover- 
© nors of the Church judging this a pru- 
dent and an effectual Courſe, to preſerve 

Qz * the 
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<* the Fundamentals of Religion from be- 
ing undermined, and oyerthrown by 
< cunning and ſabtle Hereticks,”* Thus 
the Apoſtles. drew, as it were, the Out- 
liner of the Creed, which afterwards, as 
Occaſion required, were filed up, till ic 
was brought to its compleat Form in 
which we now have it. — From what has 
been faid we may draw the following 
Concluſions, 

Firſt, That the Apoſtles Creed br ng 
been enlarged from Time to Time with 
neceſſary Articles, ſince the Days of the 
Apoſtles, is no Argument, that either they 
did not know all the Will of the Lord; 
or they made a Creed to no Purpoſe. 
"This might be urged, if it could be ſhewn, 
that the Apoſtles intended in their Form 
to give a compleat Catalogue of F unda- 
mentale; to ſet down every Particular that 
Chriſtians were to belieye ; and to explain 
it in the utmoſt Latitude; and that This 
was the Purpoſe, and the only Purpoſe 
they had i in View, in forming their Creed. 
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If this had been their Intention, then in- 
deed it would follow, either, that all the 
additional Articles of the Apoſtles Creed 
are unneceſſary; or clic, that the Apaſtles 
either did not know the whole Will of the 
Lord, or compoſed their Creed to no Pur- 
poſe. And ſince it would be impious, and 
abſurd, to make either of the latter Sup- 
poſitions, of thoſe holy Men, bleſt with 
ſo plentiful an Effuſion of the Spirit; it 
would follow that all the Articles added 
to the Apoſties Creed ſince their Days, 
are unneceſſary Articles, and conſequently 
ought to be expunged, and the Creed re- 
duced to its primitive Form. Bur, as the 
Intention of the Apoſtles was only to lay 
down the main Credenda, the main Ha- 
mina of our Faith, the Creed anſwered 
the End deſigned. The Apoſtles did not p 


intend to oppoſe Hereſies, before they . 


aroſe: No ; that in the Nature of Things 
is hardly poſſible to be done at once; 
Hereſies being as infinite as human Imagi- 

nations; and therefore it was left to the 
Churches in after Ages, to inſert ſuch Ar- 
ticles, as ſhould oppoſe the ſeveral Here- 
ties, as from Time to Time they ſhould 
x ariſe, 
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ariſe. And from hence it appears, that 
the additional Articles, may yet be neceſ- 
fary Articles. For though the Matter of 
Faith cannot vary with Times and Cir- 
cumſtances, Truth being uniform and uni- 
ver ſal, always the /ame ; yet Times and 
Circumſtances may be very good Reaſons 
- for altering, or enlarging Creeds, (as has 
been ſhewn) they being only particular 
5 Forms of Profeſſions, and may either be 
/ / ſufficient, or defective, as Hereſies ceaſe or 
ide Church. Times and Cisum- 
TY ſtances indeed, will never be a good Rea. 
ly neee, ſon for leavin g out, or laying aſide any 
'; x." Fr true and important Doctrine; becauſe its 
1 9 Truth and Importance will | always be ff 
- ficient Reaſons for keeping it n. But, on 

N the contrary, when any Men ariſe who 
propoſe to lay aſide an important Doctrine, 
Cs uch Times, and ſuch Circumſtances will 

N make it the more reaſonable to retazn it. 
5 Secondiy, That, if becauſe the Apoſtles 
C.rced in its preſent Form, contains the 
| Sum and Subftance of the Chriſtian Faith, 
therefore the Athana ſian Creed is unnecefo 
ſary, and may be laid aſide : It may with 
the vow Shew of Reaſon be argued, that 
| the 
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the Apoſiles Creed may be ſhortened and 
curtailed ; all the Articles, added ſince the 
Apoſtles Time, {truck out, and the Creed 


reduced to its firſt Standard; ſince That 
Form, though much ſhorter 3 the pre- 


ſent, contained the main Credenda, the; Is 


e 


Sum and &. ubſtance of the Chriſtian Reli- 4. 
in. But it would be a ſufficient Antwer 
to ſuch a Plea, to ſay; ; that though the 
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ſhorter Form contains the main Credenda, a c,- 7 + 


yet the other Articles are neceſſary to be 
retained, in Oppoſition to Hereſies which 
have ariſen, fince that Time. The ſhorter 
Creed was ſufficient, when ſuch Hereſies 
had not appeared ; and would be the ſame 
ſill, if the Caſe were the ſame : But, 
ſince ſuch falſe Opinions haye been broach- 
ed, propagated, and defended, it is now 
neceſſary to retain thoſe Articles which are 
oppoſed to ſuch Hereſies; and thus, ſuch 
a Creed becomes neceſſary now, which was 
not ſo at firſt. 

 Therdly, From the Whole th * 1 
conclude, that the ſame kind of Anſwer is 
ſufficient, when made to thoſe who plead 
for laying aſide the Athanaſian Creed, be- 
cauſe 
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i the Apoſtles and Nicene Creeds con- 

- tain the Sum and Subſiance of the Chri- 

tian Religion, and are EE ſufficient, 
without any other. 

I admit that the Solis and Nicene 

Creeds contain the Sum and Subſtance of 

& | the Chriſtian Faith; but then T muſt re- 

23 EM 7 7 9 1 mask, that it 1s — Creeds were 

ö rern not equally explicite; and the Reaſon was, 


Fx." becauſe there was not the ſame Occaſion. 
i Hereſies aroſe, and prevailed more or leſs 
| at different Times, and different Places G 
| and accordingly the Creeds varied Dum 
each other, and were more or leſs expli- 
| 


cite. The Eaſt was more infeſted with 
HFereſies than the Vet: And it is ob- 

/ ſeryable that, therefore, the Eaſtern Creeds, f 

; generally ſpeaking, were larger, and more j 

- explicite, than the Weſtern. The Roman k 
Church in particular, was leſs infeſted with 
Hereſies, than others: It needed not there- 
fore, ſo long a Creed; nor was it fo ex- 
Plicite, as ſome others were. For Inſtance, 
The Nicene Creed (a Creed of the Greek 
Church, firſt publiſhed by the Council of 
— Anno 0905) —— by the 
Cou nel 
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Council of Conſtant iuople, Ann. 381) was 
more explicite than the Roman, commonly 
called the Apoſtles Creed. This Creed, 

as formed by the Council of Nice, was in 
Oppoſition to the Hereſy of the Arias. 
After this Creed had been made a Part of 
the Liturgy in the Oriental Churches, the 
ſame Cuſtom was brought from them into 
the Weſt ; firſt in Spain and Gallicia, at 

the Petition of King Recaredus, by the Ay Riel | 
Order of the third Council of Toledo, L 
about the Year 589, when thoſe Churches 25 1 
were newly recovered from the Inundation 1 
of the Arian Hereſy; which Practice was 
then thought a proper Antidote to preſerye 
them from relapſing into their ancient Er- 
or. But though this Creed might be a 
proper Antidote to preſerye Men from 
Arianiſm, in 589 ; yet, it may not be ſo 
in 1734; if Men ſhould have learned the 
Art of reconciling that Creed, with their 
own Arian Sentiments — in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances ſomething more is neceſſary. 
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And as the Apoſtles and Nicene Creeds 
contain implicitely the Sum and Subſtance 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and are, cæteris 
paribus, ſufficient ; ſo this muſt always be 
ſuppoſed to be ſpoken .of them, when 
they are underſtood rightly, and in their 
true Senſe and Meaning. And to in- 
terpret them according to their true Senſe 
and Meaning, we muſt interpret them 
according to the true and certain Meaning 
of the Compilers. I ſhall chuſe to expreſs 
my {elf on this Point, in the Words of the 

learned Author of the Critical Hiſtory of 
the Apoſties Creed — Although nothing 
that is contained in the Creed muſt be 
« beheved any farther, than it agrees with 
“ the Holy Scriptyres ; yet the intended 


"ap « Senſe of the greateſt Part thereof, is not 


e to be fetched from thence, but from 
the Writings of the Fathers, and fr 

« thoſe Hereſies againſt whom it Was, e- 
« ſigned; which Expreſſion may at the 
< the firſt Hearing be perhaps eſteemed 
« by ſome too haſty and inconſiderate; 
but the Nature of the Thing well re- 
4 fleted on, makes it evident and beyond 
F Contradiction; and if * Ae of 
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cc others before me, will be more valued 
cc and better received, it will be no diffi- 
© cult Task to produce ſeveral, who have 
e affirmed the ſame Thing; but at pre. 
“ ſent I ſhall content myſelf with the 

« Teſtimony of Monſieur Jurien, a 
“ French Divine, now living, who writes 
« in expreſs Terms, that for his Part, he 
“i perſuaded, that we muſt not ſeek the 
“ Senſe of the Articles of the Apoſiles 
© Creed in the Scriptures, but in the In- 
© tention of thoſe who compoſed it. 
To this Teſtimony of Monſieur Furien, 
cited by the Author of the Critical Hif- 
tor), Kc. I ſhall add the Authority of 
another very learned and judicious Divine 
of our Church, who writes thus — The 
« Creeds of the Church ought moſt cer- 
4 tainly to be interpreted according to 
* the Mind of the Church, and not by 
any After-tbougbts of Hereticks. For 
though the Scripture, properly, is the 
* Rule for receiving any Creed, or any 
. Doctrine; 


n= 


* Je. ſuis perſuade qu'il faut chercher le ſens des Articles du iY 
Symbole des Apdſtres, non dans Fecriture, mais dans /mre i ; * 
de ceux qui ont compose ce Symbole. Prejug. Legit. cont # i 'Y 
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Doctrine; yet, it is not the Rule of Ia. 
« ter pretation; but Words, Phraſes, and 
$ Formularies, muſt; be. interpreted ac» 
« cording to their received U/e, and the 
« Enbꝛon eſe of the Compilers and Im- 
% poſers. “ And as a Confirmation of 
this, I find that Biſhop, Bull is clearly 
in the "ſame Sentiments. That great and 
learned Prelate thus remarks; © What 
&« (fays he) if any Heretick ſtarts up who 
„is but of Yeſterday, and contends, that 
the Words may de otherwiſe explained? 
Surely the Creeds of the Church ſhould 
e be expounded according to the Senſe of 
'© the Church, not the Fancies of Heretioti. 
& If they were, how ſoon would they not 
. leave us one of all the Articles of our 
0 Faith found: and uncorrupted. That 
„ Perſon does not aſſent to the Creeds of 
« the Church, who underſtands thoſe Creeds 
in a Senſe different um the Church. * 


WIe e 6 1. L424 1 4 * 2 
W * N | Ab 4 T 


© * Dr. Wat. Importance, Sc. 6. 6. þ 236. Bait. 1. 
reſert ſiquis heſteruus -Hereticns, verba aliter expli- 
nts — e contendat ? — clo —.— ex ipſo — — 


| integer — Symbols — non tenet qui aliter 
quam Excleſia intelligit. Bull. Fudic, Eccl. 6. . f. 33d. 
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The Remarks upon Dr. CLarxr's Expo- 
fikion of the Church Catechiſm ſpeak tike- 
wiſe the /ame Sentiments, in relation to 
this Point; viz. © The Church Forms 
cc gughit moſt certainly to be interpreted 
& according to the Mind of the Church 
ce that made them: And, if ſo interpreted, 


they appear not to agree with Scripture, © 
« they are to be rejected as falſe, and elf | 


« ſtrained to a Senſe not their on, in or- 
< der to make them true. The Scriptures 


« in this Caſe, are indeed the Rule of 


«, Tyuth, but not the Rule of I uterpreta- 
« tian. They are the Rule for receiving 
cc any Forms, but not the Rule for ander- 
cc flandimg them. Their Meaning is firſt 
cc to be judged of,. from the natural Force 
« of the Wards the Intent of the Compiler, 
« and the Laws of true Criticiſm : And 
6e then indeed aſter That, their Truth. is 
« to be judged of, by their Conformity 
to Scripture.”* Nothing then is more 


32 


reaſonable, than that the Creeds ought to 
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3 P. 24, 5. Edit. 3. 
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to the Senſe and Intent of the Compilers: 
And when they are ſo underſtood and in- 
terpreted, ( which we are to judge of 
from Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity) then, I ſay, 
the Apoſiles, and Nicene Creeds are /uf- 
fictent to preſerye the Church from thoſe 
Fereſies, which are further guarded againſt 
in the Athanaſian Creed. But when Men 
attempt to corrupt, or falſly to interpret 
this Subſlance of the Chriſtian Faith, they 
ceaſe, ſ far, to be fuſſicient. In ſuch 
particular Circumſtances, a more particular 
Form becomes abſolutely neceſſary. The 
Apoſtles and Nicene Creeds contain all the 
Articles neceſſary to Salvation, :mplicitely, 
and when underſtood rzghtly, and ac- 
cording to the Intent of the Compilers, 
as they always ought to be. But if any 
one preſumes to put his own private Ex- 
Plicationt, and falſe Interpretations upon 
ſuch Articles; it then becomes neceſſary 
to be provided with a true and right Ex- 
plication of them: And to this End, with 
this View, do we retain in our Liturgy, 
the Creed commonly called the Creed of 
St. Athanaſius ; to be a true and ſtanding 
Explication, a juſt and neceſſary Comment 
| upon 
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upon the others; to preſerve thoſe Ar- 
ticles from being falſly explained by He- 
retical Teachers; and to keep That Sub- 
ſlance of the Chriſtian Faith pure and un- 
corrupted. © We can never be too care- 
« ful to preſerve the Purity, and keep up 
© the "Dignity of our Church's Forms, 
% ſuch as our Articles, Liturgy, Creeds, 
« and Catechiſm. And foul Play here 1 in 
% wreſting the Words, and perverting the 
« Meaning, 1s corrupting the ſincere Milk, 

<« and poiſoning the Fountains. The Bab. 
« tiſmal Creed in particular, which is 
« included in the Catechi/m, and is ex- 
« pounded, as to the chief Articles, in 

the Catechiſm itſelf, ought to be kept 
“ ſacred and 7nv70/able againſt all Ar- 
« zempts, either to diſguiſe the Senſe, or 
ce to elude the Truths wrapped up in 
« it.”* Dr. CLARCE's Interpretation of 
ſome of the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, 

in his Expoſition of tlie Church Catechiſm, 
is ſufficient to ſhew, how neceſſary it is to 
retain a more explicite Form. Experience 


ſhews, 
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ſhews, that all Gzards are. uſeful, none 
ſuperfluous. * The judicious Author of 
the Remarks upon that Expoſition of the 
Catechiſm obſerves, That the Apaſtolical 
Creed © contains the ſame Truths brieſy 
« wrapped np, which the larger Creeds 
«© expreſs in more :dire&# Terms. It is 


nat at all clearer, or leſs myſterious as 


ce to the 2 vings themſelves ; and as to the 
&« Words of it, it is, becauſe ſhort, more 
© ambiguous and obſcure, not 0 eaſily 


« teen into at firſt Viet: So that, after 


« all, its boaſted Clearriefs amounts only 


„ to This, that its rea l Senſe is not ſo 
« fully and plainly ex; jrefſed, but is the 


« moſt liable of any t o be miſtonſtrued, 


c and mi ſumder ſtood. The ſame Author 
remarks in another I place, That the 
« ſhorter generally a Creed is, the more 


« obſtare and ambig wous, and the harder 


4 to fix the Senſe, or to know preciſely 
« what the Words mean. To determine 
* for Inſtance, wt tat the Words only Son, 
© or Lord, means in the Non Creed, LY 
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not ſo eaſy or obvious, as in the Eaſtern 
« Creeds; which are larger and more ex- 
« plicite. But it is indeed eaſier to per- 
c vert the Senſe of a ſhort Creed, and to 
« wreſt it to a foreign Meaning, or to 


« what the Interpreter pleaſes to call 


“ eaſy, clear, and intelligible ; that is, to 


cc his own favourite Hypotheſis, clear 


«© to be ſure, and ea/y to himſelf; for 
« whoever ſuſpects his own Judgment, or 
« does. not think his own Notions clear 
& and intelligible?“ And therefore what 
This learned Writer, with great Wiſdom 
obſerves a little before, I think to be a 
very juſt and proper Concluſion from the 
Whole; vis. that It would not be a 
« wiſe Thing in any Church to chuſe the 
& ſhorter, and more general Creeds, when 
the Ancient Faith is endangered by He. 
“ reſies, and wants more explicite Profeſ- 
6 ſions. to ſecure it. Novelifts, without 
«* Queſtion, will commend the ſborter 
“ Creeds, as ſtanding leaſt in their May; 
but They that value the Ancient Faith, 
8 « muſt 
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+ muſt for that very Reaſon prefer the 
< larger.”* And now what I would infer, 
as the natural Reſult of the whole Matter, 
is this, vr. that, although the Apoſtles 
and Nicene Creeds do contain the Sum and 
Subſlance of the Chriſtian Faith, yet this 
is no Reaſon for /aying afide the Athana- 
ian Creed: Becauſe the ſeveral Hereſies 
which have arifen, the ſeveral falſe Inter- 
pretations which have been attempted, 
render it abſolutely neceflary to retain the 
laft mentioned Creed, as a further Expli- 
cation of the Articles contained in the 
other Creeds; which otherwiſe would be 
left wnguarded, to the Attacks of He- 
reticks.” I may obſerve further, that, if 
it be a good Reaſon for laying aſide the 
Athanaſian Creed, that the Apoſtles and 
Nicene contain the Sum and Subſtance' of 
the "Chriftian Religion, all the Articles 
neceffary to be believed; it may, by Pari- 
ty of Reaſon be pleaded, that we may ex- 
punge A Creeds whatſoever. For ſince 
the Boh Scriptures are our Rule of Faith, 
and contain all Artitles neceſſary to be be- 


» Reniatks upon Dr. Clarke's Expoſition of the Church 
Catechiſm, p. 34- W 
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lieved, what need have we of any other 
Creeds . pr why ſhould we refuſe to ad- 
| mit to our Communion, thoſe who aſſent 
to the Scriptures in general, though they \ 
ſhould refuſe to fubſcribe to our Creeds 2 
For, if the Scriptures were ever ſufficient 
to bring Men to Heaven, why not now ? — 
Ir is too plain where ſuch e en would 
tend. 
To Illuftrate what has been aid (if it 
wants any farther Illuſtration) by a Matter 
of Practice We read * that a certain Law- 
yer, that he might find Occaſion againſt 
our bleſſed Saviour, ſtood up and tempted 
him, demanding of him, what he muſt do 
to inherit everlaſiing Lie? Our Lord 
perceiving his Conceit, referred him to the 
Law, asking him, hat he read there? 
The Man readily anſwered out of Derte- 
ronomy, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
« God with all thy Heart, with all thy 
« Soul, with all thy Strength, and with 
« all thy Mind; and thy Neighbour as 
« thyſelf.” Jeſus told him that he had 
nightly anſwer d, and bad him perform 
1 * 


7 


en 
* Tue, g. X. 
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. That, and he ſhould live. Here then 

was a Precept given, which contained All 

that was neceſſary for him to do, the Sum 

and Sub ſtance of his Duty: And yet, 

when the Man, by asking who is my 
Neigbbour? ſeemed not to underſtand the 

full Extent of the Rule, or whom he 

was to account his Nezghbour ; our Lord 
thought it not unneceſſury or ſuper fluout, 

to explain that general Precept, by a par- 

8 ticular Parable of a compaſſionate Samari- 
OA tan, A Stranger, and abhorred by the 
, e. 'W L. Jews, ho kindly relieved a diſtreſſed 
eee, Few, whom he found between Jeraſa- 

lem and Jerico, robbed, ftripp'd, and left 
almoſt dead with Wounds ; whilſt a Prieſt, 
and a Leyite, both of his own Country, 
who paſſed that Way, uncharitably avoid- 
ed him, and gave him ng Aſſiſtance : Our 
Saviour by This, t ching, that Mercy was 

1 due to Ali Perſons, (he we are to do 

' 78 (4 2 , to every one, and that Nezghbours are not 
i 3 2505 wah % confined to Countries, Relations, nor Re- 
lig jons.) Now, becauſe the Precept given 

* A. mw .at "Giſt in the Law of Mo/es was ſufficient 


to everlaſting Life, ,and contained all that 


Was neteſſary to be done, when rightly 
under 


22 
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under ſtood; will any one therefote ſay, 
when the Lawyer by his Queſtion ſhew- 
ed he did not underſtand it, that this 
Explication was unnectſſury? Surely there 
is none who will preſume to affirm This, 
when it was thought neceſſary by our 
Lord and Maſter | The Precept given at 
firſt, did indeed contain the whole Duty 
f Man, all that was requiſite for him to 
do, in order to his Salvation : If he per- 
formed That, he might live : But it was 
ſtill poſſible, that he might miſtale, or not 
underſtand the full Meaning of it: He 


might not apprehend the full Extent of 


the Word Nezghbour ; but might confine 
- bis Charity within too narrow Bounds, as 


ſome, had they only that bare Rule, might 


be apt to do now; and therefore it was 
"neceſſary then to give, as it is now to re- 
"tain, the Explication of that * given 
dy our Saviour. 

Thus ſtands the Caſe, with Relation t to 
Matters of Practice. A General Rule is 
given, which contains a/l that is neceſſary 

to be done: But ſome: may poſſibly act 
under ſtand it, or miſſate it; and others 
3 OO deſignedly pervert and corrupt it; 
Jt | therefore 
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therefore in ſuch Circumſtances, it will be 
highly neceſſary to be more particular ; 


by which Means ſuch Rules may be ex- 
"tended, and enlarged ; but yet it will be 


neceſſary that they ſhould be ſo, and that 
ſuch Explications ſhould. be retain'd and 
remember d by all. This is what the very 


Nature and Circumſtances of Things, na- 


turally lead to: Such a Method as this 
is evidently neceſſary, in order to preſerve 
the Rule of Practice in its full Meaning, 
and true Purity: And is not the ſame 
Method as neceſſary, and as proper, to 


preſerve the Rule of Faith 2 The Reaſon 


is the ſame in both; the ſame the Occaſion, 
and the ſame the Neceſſity ! And if pro- 


per Care be taken to explain the Rules in 


ſuch a Manner, as that nothing ſhall be 
added, but what is deducible from, or 
juſtifiable by, the Holy Scriptures, | the 
Care is juſt and prudent, and Ann 
neseſfary. | 

1 would ask the Author of the Eddy, 
If he does not think the Laws of our 
Land contain the Sum and : Subſtance of 
what they either require, or prohibit? And 
at it often e that Men miſ under. 
N ftand 
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ſtand them; nay, endeayour to pervert 
them; and explain them in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as is beſt ſuited to ſerve their Cauſe : 
And therefore, in ſuch Caſes, it is highly 
neceſſary to explain the Law to its true 
Intent and Meaning, in Oppoſition to ſuch 
Perverters. And now, would any Court 
refuſe to admit ſuch neceſſary Explica- 
tions? or look upon it as a good Reaſon 
to rejet them, becauſe the Law it ſelf 
contains the Sum and Subſtance of what 
it requires? I humbly apprehend, that 
This would be thought very bad Reaſon- 
ing in Weſtmin ſter- Hall: And J don't ſee 
why it ſhould be thought any better, here. 
No one would plead for aboliſhing ſuch 
Interpretations, but out of a Defire to con- 
ſtrue the Law to their own Senſe. But, 
if every one had a Liberty of doing That, 

the Confequence would be Sedition, 'Con- 
Fuſion, and Rebellion : And if Men were 
ro interpret the Goſpel, or Creeds, ac- 
cording” to their own Fancies, the Conſe- 
| quence would be falſe Doctrine, Hereſy, 
and Schiſm. I would gladly be informed 
whether this Gentleman, if he was one of 
that e Body, and ſhould hear his 


Antagoniſt 
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Antagoniſt 'miſinterpreting a Law, in order 
to ſerve bis own Cauſe; ' whether, I ſay, 
he would not think it his Duty to oppoſe 
him, and lay before the Court the true In- 
terpretation of it, to prevent the Publick 
being impoſed upon by falſe Gloſſes, and 
led into Error by ſuch Seducers? And if 
the Gentleman on the other Side, ſhould 
tell him, that he might ſpare his Pains; 
and that his Explications were unneceſſary 
and ſuperfluous, becauſe the Law itſelf 
was ſuſficient; what Anſwer would he re- 


turn? would he not tell him, that, how- 


/ ever./{ufficient the Law itſelf was, when 
rigbiiy underſtood ; yet, it was too plain, 
that it might be either ignorantly or wilful- 
Iy mi ſunder ſtoadd; and that, when Men 
in open Court preſume to broach Notions 
that are not Lau, or to miſinterpret Sta 
tutec, it was highly. neceſlary to guard 
againſt ſuch - Hereſies in the Law, by 
giving a true Explication of it. Na, 
doubt but the whole Court would judge 
ſuch an Anſwer juſt and proper; and ag 
the ſame Time wonder, that Thoſe wo 
preſume to give their own falſe Interpre-, 
zations, ſhould argue againſt all other In- 


terpretations, 
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| terpretations, as unneceſſary: Every im- 
partial Stander-by would moſt certainly 
conclude, that the Deſign of ſuch Men, 
could be only to pervert and corrupt the 
ſtanding Law, derived down to us from 
our Anceſtors. And if this be true Rea- 
ſoning, in Relation to the Law, I ap- 
prehend it is fo, in Relation to the Go/- 
pet too. 
| Upon the Whole, to apply this — Let 
us admit that the Apoſtles and Nicene 
Creeds contain the Sum and Subſtance -of 
the Chriſtian Faith, and all Articles neceſ- þ 
ſary to be believed, when rightly under- | 
flood + yet, it is but too plain, that they ( 
may be miſtaken, and perverted in ſuch 7 
a Manner, that the true Faith may, in 
Confequence, be greatly corrupted : And 
therefore every true Believer muſt think it 
highly neceſſary for the Church to retain 
a Form more explicite, and particular; 
to guard thoſe ſacred Truths from being 
ſo perverted or corrupted; that the true 
Faith in Chriſt may be preſerved pure 
and entire, as it ſtands in holy Writ; pro- 
vided always, that there be nothing in | 
fuch Forms, but what is 'deducible from, 
3 'S; and 
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and juſtifiable by, the Doctrine delivered 
down to, us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, — 
Such a Form as This, is the Creed com- 
monly called the Creed of St, Athanaſius ; 
where the Doctrines of the eyer bleſſed 
Trinity, three cocternal Perſons, one God; 
an Inferiority of Order and Office, a Co. 
equality in Duration and Dignity ; and 
of the Incarnation of the ſecond Perſon 


in that glorious Trinity, are explained in 


ſuch a Manner as is agreeable to holy 
Scripture, juſtified and confirmed by An- 
tiquity, and neceſſary to guard againſt 
ſuch Hereſies as may diſturb the Church 
of Chriſt. I muſt remark then, that the 
Author of the Eſſay has failed in proving 
what he 8 at, by this Second 
Reaſon, for exchanging the Athanaſian 
Creed... For he was to prove, that an 
Exc bange of Athanaſius's Creed, for the 
Apoſiles, or Nicene, would not be /acris 
Jicang the Truths of Chriſtianity to the 
Peace of Chriſizans ; This, he thinks he 
has ſufficiently done, by ſhewing that the 
Apoſtles or Nicene Creeds, either of them, 
contains the Sum and Subſtance of the 
e Faitb. But by this Time, I 
believe, 


*- > 
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believe the Reader perceives the Lamene/s 
of his Proof, which, in Conſequence, makes 
the whole Argument Halt. For, though 
the Apoſtles, 71 Nicene Creeds do con- 
tain the Sum and Subſtance of the Chriſtian 
Faith; yet Theſe are not ſuſſicieut to kee 

out Hereſy, or to preſerye Themſelves from 
being corrupted, as is but too plain. — 
Nor does it follow, that, becauſe the 
Apoſtles and Nicene Creeds contain the 
Sum and Subſtance of the Chriftian Faith, 

therefore, that /aying aſide the Athanaſian 
Creed, would not be /acr:ficing the Truths 
of Chriftianity For, if without. ſuch A 


farther Explication of the Doctrines, the 


true Faith of Chriſt might be, and would 
be corrupted ,; then, to /ay efide thoſe 
Guards, is facrificin the Truths of Chrife 
Henity, and giving up the Honour of our 
Lord and Maſter. | 
1 then the Author of the El would 
prove; the Athanaſian Creed unneceſſary ; 
He muſt prove, either, that it is ſuper- 
fluous, or, that it contains Doctrines which 
are falſe, and not plainly juſtifiable by 
Scripture, If He would prove it aper 
fluous; He muſt not tell us that the Apoſtles 
T 2 and 
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and Nicene Creeds contain the Sum and 
Subſtance of the Chriſtian Faith, (for That 
Argument, however plaufible, appears to 
have nothing in it;) but he muſt ſhew, 
that it contains ſuch Doctrines as never 
were, nor in all Probability, ever will be 
oppoſed : But this, IJ preſume, will hardly 
be allowed him; nor this Creed be thought 
ſuper fluous, as Jon long as there are any Arians, 
Sabelliant, Kc. and other Impugners of 
Chriſt's Divinity remaining. If the Gen- 
tleman would take the other Method, and 
prove that the Athanaſian Creed contains 
Doctrines which are falſe, and unjuſtifiable 
by the Holy Scriptures ; He muſt then un- 
dertake. to prove (An Hard and Heavy 
* ask: ) that the Hereſies beforementioned 
were 10 Hereſies, but the true Scripture 
Deli ine. 

In ſhort, — While there are Men who 
pnblickly plead for laying aſide the Atha- 
naſian Creed, it will be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to retain it. For it is plain ſuch Men 
diſlike it; and upon what Ground that can 
be, but a Diſlite to its Doctrines, and a 
favouring ſome of the forementioned He- 


Toe, I own, I cannot ſee: For I have 


ſhewn 
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ſhewn the Arguments, 1ſt. f Strife and 
Contention, 2dly. of the Sufficiency of the 
Apoſiles and Nicene Creeds, to be weak 
and invalid: They ſeem. to be but Pre- 
tences ; and calculated only to ama/e the 
unwary. For, if they ſacerely and honeſt- 
ly believe the Doctrines contained in the 
Athanaſian Creed ; to ſubmit to the former 
Argument, is not Charity, but Tameneſs ; 
an Indifferency, unbecoming, and unjuſti- 
fiable, in ſo important and momentous an 
Affair! *Tis ſacrificing the Faith to the 
Peace of Men, and delivering up Jeſus 
again to be perſecuted : And the other 
Argument would be as weak, though not 
ſo wicked, as the former ; as has been ſuf- 
ficiently ſhewn. If then, I ſay, they ſin- 
cerely believe the Doctrines contained in 
the Athanaſian Creed; ſuch Arguments as 
are here alledged for its being laid aſide, 
are unworthy both a Chriſtian and a Philo- 
loſopher: And therefore, the true Reaſon 
for ſuch a Requeſt, ſeems to me, I confeſs, 
to be, if not a Disbelief of, yet an Objec- 
tion to, the Doctrines contained therein: 
And then, I fay, till they can ſhew that 
ſuch their ObjeQions are founded upon 

ak good 
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good Ground” can clear up thoſe Difficnl- 
ties, and free thetnſetves from that Diſtreſi 
which appears among them, throughout all 
their Writings; till they can defend them- 
ſelves like Men, without removing their 
Cauſe from &ripture, to Natural Reaſon, 
and having Recourſe to Technical Terms, 
and Logical Subtleties, wherein yet their 
only Support (if it may be called a Sop- 
port) lies: Till they can do this, I fay ; 
ſo long as there are Men who publickly 
lead for Iaying aſide the Athanaſs tan Creed, 
they furniſh us thereby, with a very fub- 
[tantial "Reaſon for retaining it; to point 
out to others the true Faith, into which 
they were baptized; and to preſerve them 
from being mille? and ſpoiled through | 
Philoſophy, and vain \Deceit, after the 
Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of 
the World, and not after Chrift.* And 
when there are none left who object to 
the Doctrines contained in the M hanaſian 
Creed; 1 dare fay, we ſhall, hear of no 
Body who will deſire to have it /aid aſide. 
Dr. CLARKE, ſeycral Years. ago, in the 
Firſt Edition, of his Seriprare. Doctrine, 
8 
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had objected to the Athanaſſan Creed ; and 
applied to the Governors of the Church, 
to haye it laid aſide, and to retains, only 
thoſe more indi/putable Forms, The Doc- 
tor ſubjoined his Reaſons; which Reaſons 
were ſufficiently anſwered, and confuted 
by Dr. WATERLAND, in bis Crit ical Hzfe 
tory of the Athanaſſan Creed, Chap. xi. 
Some of the Reaſons alledged by Dr. 
CrLAarxt, and anſwered by Dr. WarkR- 
LAND, are the ſame with ſome of thoſe, 
which the Author of the Aa has here 
alledged. It were therefore to be wiſh- 
ed, that this Gentleman would have read 
Dr. WATERLAND's Critical Hiſtory, be- 
fore he ſet np for a Writer upon the Sub- 
Jet. If he had been fo lucky to have 
done this, he would have ſaved himſelf 
ſome Trouble ; and would have eſcaped 
the Cenſure of bringing up again old Ob- 
Jeftions, which had been anſwer'd and 
confuted, ten Tears before. This Conduct 
argues either great 1nſincerity, or great 
Careleſneſ5. If he had read Dr. WATER R- 
'LaNDd's Anſwers to Dr. CLARKE“ Ob- 
jections ; to advance the very ſame Ob- 
jections again, without taking any Notice 


of 
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of the Anſwers that had been made to 
them, is great Iaſincerity. If he had not 
read them, twas great Careleſneſ7, to ſay 
the leaſt of it: He muſt pardon me, if I 
tell him, that twas a Careleſneſs unbe- 
coming an Impartial Hand, as he is pleaſed 
to ſtile himſelf ! a Careleſneſs highly un- 
juſtifiable, in ſo important and momentous 
a Caufe, as he has undertaken ! He onght 
to have conſulted all that had been writ- 
ten on the Subject; and not have con 
tented himſelf with reading only one Side 
of the Queſtion. It concerned him to have 
well-weighed, and conſidered the whole 
Controverſy; and to have been Maſter of 
the Critical Hiftory of That Creed, which 
he pleads to have laid a/ide ; before he 
preſumed to diſparage this excellent and 
ancient Form of Faith; A Form ſo ge- 
nerally received, and ſo generally eſteem- 
ed ! If he has not duly weighed and con- 
ſidered the whole Affair, (as we have very 
good Reaſons to ſuppoſe he has not) he 
is certainly a very improper Perſon to be 
a Dictator to others: And I would recom- 
mend it to him, as very adviſable, to read 
more, before he ſets up for a Reformer. 

| How 
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How will he anſwer ſuch a remiſs Con- 
duct, in an Affair of the higheſt and 
greateſt Concern ! thus to venture, with- 
out a due and proper Care and Conſidera- 
tion, to lay Siege to the Bulwark of Chri- 
ſtianity! precipitately to throw off That, 
which was deſigned to guard the Honour 
and Dignity of his Redeemer, which the 
Apoſiles with infinite Labour endeavoured 
to maintain ; for which they preached, and 
gloriouſly fought againſt Principalities and 
Powers; and for which ſuch a noble Army 
of Martyrs ſuffered ! 


ANSWER 
T O. TME 
DEFENCE of the ESSAY, 
So far as relates to the 


ATHANASIAN CREED. 


| HE N the foregoing Papers 
Fa NY were finiſhed, and juſt going 
bu 1 to the Preſs, there appeared n 


= 


Defence of the Eſſay, Kc. 


A 70 @ Letter in the Weekly Miſcet- 
lai; of October 19h l- By the Author 
of the Eſa ay. And as the Author ſeems to 

think 
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think he has, in this Piece, done great 
Things ; I ſhall therefore give it a full, 
and particular Anfwer, ſo far as tes 
to the Athanaſian Creed. 

This Gentleman is very unhappy in 
the Choice of his Mottos: I have taken 
Notice of two ; one prefix'd to his 
Eſſay, the other to his Specimen ; which 
are Reflections upon his Readers; as 
ſhewing a very low Opinion of their 
Underſtanding, whom he thought to de- 
ceive in ſuch a Manner. But the Motto 
he has choſen for the Piece now before 
me, is a Reflection upon Himſelf : Tis a 
Piece of Advice, which it would have 
been happier to have taten, than have 
given. Softer Words, ſays he, might 
« have done as well, and have never 
« hurt the Argument, if it be any. The 
« World will eaſily fee the Difference, be- 
te tween Reaſoning and Railing. I dare 
ſay, they will ! and, to that End, I would 
deſire them to compare the Lerter in the 
Mzſcellany, with the Defence of the Eſſay. 
Reaſoning has but a ſmall Share in the 

2 ' laſt 
2 1 — —— — 


Juto to the Defence of the Eſax. 
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laſt named Piece; which, from the Title 

Page, to the Poſiſeripr, is almoſt one 
continued Series of Railing. Whilſt he 
breaths out his Wrath in every Page, he 
has no Time, to condeſcend to an Argu- 
ment Nor, need we wonder, that all 
ff Words, Alas! are melted away before 

ſo much Lightning! The Author tells 
us, that the Letter in the Miſcellany, is - 
an angry Letter; * and that he is therein 
traduced, ſlandered, and abuſed, ** with 
more to the like Purpoſe ; by which 
he would repreſent the Author of the 
Letter, as a very ill Perſon ; and his 
Letter, as full of opprobrious Language. 
Now, I muſt own, I cannot but wonder, 
how the Gentleman could venture to im 
This; unleſs he could hope to buy up the 
whole Impreſſion ; or, that all thoſe Pa- 
pers were utterly deſtroyed : For, while 
there is One of them remaining, He will 
be convicted upon Record, of the Falſity 
of ſuch Infpuations, and Aſſertions. 


But 
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But however, this Gentleman reſolves 
to be as angry, as he repreſents the Letter- 
Vriter to be; and accordingly, unjuſtly 
ds him with an Heap of ſuch heavy 
Reflections, and indecent Language, as is 
Is much unfit for, as it is beneath one Gen- 
tleman, to uſe to another. — In one Place, 
He accuſes him of vili hing the Dead; 
and tells him, he ought to tale Shame to 
bimſelf.* In another Place, he tells him, 
— 8 far from receiving Thanks for his 
Performance, that he may expect to be re- 
buked, and cenſured by his Dioceſan ; ac- 
cuſes him, of defaming the Dead, and of 
offering Indignity to his Metropolitan. 
A little further he riſes in his Invectives, 
accuſes him of caſting a black and crimi- 
nal Aſper ſion * many Prelates and emi- 
nent Divines ; „ of reflecting on the 
whole er Power ; on the Memory 
of many glorious and immortal Princes, 
NobleLords, and Right Reverend Prelates 
and of not eyen ſparing Agel 222 
He 
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He taxes him with Indecency, and Inhu- 
manity. In the next Page, he ſtill pro- 
ceeds in the ſame delicate Stile ; tells him, 
that He reflects on the G/or:ous Revoln- 
tion, our Immortal Deliverer, and each 
of his Great Sutceſſors ; repreſents him as 
ſaying ſomething which may be favourable 
to Popery, and the Pretender; and in- 
ſinuates, as if he was ub true Proteſtant, 
no hearty Friend to the preſent happy 
Eſiabliſbment , And tells him, that he has 
placed a Fact of Moment and Importance, 
in a falſe and ſcandalous Light .** Nor, 
let me forget, that in one Place, the Au- 
thor of the Defence ſtiles the Letter- 
Writer s&:1ful in the Art of Defamat ion. * 
Let the Reader turn over this long Scroll 
of Invectives; and judge, who moſt de- 
ſerves the Title of being s&z/ful in the 
Art of Defamation ! — In ſhort, the Gen- 
tleman ſeems to be upon the Fret, through- 
out his whole Performance; the chief 
Buſineſs of which ſeems to be, to Rail 
againſt Railing. But I would adviſe 
5 « him 


— 
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ce him (give me leave to uſe his own 
Words) © to meditate ſome Time on the 
« little Uſe of inſidious Epithets, in the 
“ Courſe of an Argument, before he a- 
« gain appears in Print; left he more 


« hurts himſelf, than he does his Adver- 


« ſary, by that Pw Yay of Writing.“ * 
Let me further put this Gentleman in 
Mind, that, when a D:/putant has ſo little 
Command over his Temper, as to be angry, 
and in a Paſſion ; tis ten to one, but he 
loſes his Cauſe, by giving his Ad verſary 
too great an Advantage over him. But 
the plain Truth of the Matter is, when 
an Argument pinches cloſe, ſome Men are 
not able to bear it; it hurts even their 
Perſons And, when their Cauſe is in 
real Diſtreſs, you may know it by their 
Exclamat ions; 10 that they do but diſ- 
coyer their own Weakneſs; For, while 
they talk a great deal, and ſay little to 
the Purpoſe ; while, thinking they. are 
ſtriking at their Adver/ary, they give 
Themſelves ſuch Blows” in every Page, 


others 
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4 Defence, p 14. 
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Others will ſmile: And, if they happen 
to he rebuked in a juſt and decent Man- 
ner, the beſt Way is to ſtand corrected; 
for the more Noi/e they make, the worſe 
it will be for themſelves, and their Defeat 
the more viſible. He makes an artificial 
Complaint of 2// Uſage, which he is forced 
to make out by /train'd and remote In- 
ferences from innocent Words, as they ap- 
pear to me, and as I am peruſuaded they 
will to moſt who look into the M/cellany 
of October 19th, and compare it with this 
Gentleman's Defence. — However, he 
hopes, no doubt, thereby to divert the 
Reader from the main Points in Debate, 
and to turn the Whole into per ſonal Con- 
teſt. But the only Queſtion is, whether 
his Attempts againſt the Atbanaſian Creed, 
are ſupported by true Facts, and zuft 
Arguments; or, whether he has not 2- 
buſed the Publick with Mz/Feports, and 
falſe Reaſoning. — Let us bring him to 
the Teſt ! 

DErENCx, p. 5. — The Author here, 
would ſtill have his Readers remain in the 
Error he before drew them into, concern- 
ing his Quotation from Dr. Cays, in p. 43, 

| | 0 
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of the Eſſay. For here he fill remarks, 
« that Dr. Cave obſerved, that the D:ffi- 
& culties in this Creed, which was not re- 
ie ceived in the Church till the Year 1000, 
© did, to many learned and conſiderate 
« Men, ſeem very great: Whereas, it 
is not Dr. CAVE ( as I have obſerved 
before) but Dr. CLARKE, who complains 
of the Difficulties of the Creed, from 
whom this Gentleman has taken the Paſ; 
ſage ; and by his not con ſulting Dr. Cave, 
as well as citing him, has (zgnorantly, I 
believe,) made a fal/e Report of that learn- 
ed Author. | 

That the Reader may ſee how the Caſe 
ſtands, at one View; I ſhall here place 
Dr. CLARK Es Words, and the Words 
of the Author of the Eſſay, in oppoſite 
Columns, 


X _ Craxxe's 
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CLARKE“ Script, Do. | . | 7 * 
p. 379, Edit. 2. Ess Ax, p. 43. 


The Difficulties in this | The learned Dr, Cave in- 
Creed (which, as the learned | forms ns; that the Diffentties 
Dr. Cave informs us in his | in this Creed (and which was 
| 7 Hiſtoria Literaria, p. 1 46, was | never ſeen till- abour the Year 
1 3 * * lnd never (@y till about the Year | $809; near 400 Years after the 

| Zoo, near 400 Years after the | Death of Arkanagvs, nor 
. 0 Death of ATaanaviusz nor | received in the Church till ſo 


— 1Ä— 


was received in the Church | very late, as about the Yeat 
till ſo very late, as about the | 1006) have ta many learned 
Year 1000) have to many | and conſiderate Men ſee med 
tearned and conſiderate Men, | very great. | 
ſeemed very great. He 


From this View it is plain, that Dr. 
Crakxt is the Complainant, not Dr. 
Cave. It appears from whence this Gen- 
tleman had his Intelligence, though (per- 
haps for ſome prudent Reaſons ) he has 
choſen not to own. it; | ſaying not a Word 
of Dr. CLARKE, but yet borrowing from 
him, in a ſtrange blundering Manner, and 
naming only Dr. Cave for al, without 
looking into p. 146, of Hiſtoria Literaria, 
to which, he nevertheleſs refers at the 
Bottom of the Page: And by this Means, 
in a very confuſed Way, he» aſcribes to 
Dr. Cave, what really belonged to Dr. 
ELARKE ; beſides, adopting the Miſtakes 

Trl 
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of Both: For it was Dr. CLARKE S AI 
take, to ſay, that Cave informs us, that 
the Athanaſian Creed was never ſeen *till 
the Year 800. and if this Gentleman 
would have looked into Dr. Clarke's 
Third Edition of his Scrzpture Dottrine, 
p. 415, he would have ſound, that the 
Doctor had changed the Expieflion, War 
never ſeen, for, was uever cited; as I have 
remarked above, p. 60. It is tis Dr. CLARK x, 
who ſays, about the Tear 8oo, and yet 
only near 400 Tears aſter the Death of 
ATrHANAs TUSH; which Miſtake was taken 
Notice of in the Critical Hiſtory.« And 
: which Miſtake alſo, as well as the fore- 
going one, Dr. CLAaRRE has corrected in 
his Third Edition, which, inſtead of near 
400 Tears, has; above 400 Years; as it 
ought to be: For, from the Year 373 
(the lateſt Lear which ATHANASIUS is 
ever ſuppoſed to have lived) to the Year 
Soo, is 427 Leats. It was the Miſtake 
of Dr. Cave himſelf, to think, that this 
Creed had not been quoted, nor mentioned, 

n ><; > before 
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EN N before the Year 800. For the Council of 


| of Chetan? 3 
1 7 5 Arn in in France, under LEOPEGARIus, 
* Won or St. Lees, the Biſhop of the Place in 
KEE the VIIth Century, held, as is moſt pro- 
- bable, and moſt generally ſuppoſed, by 
Tearned Men, in the Year £79, enjoyned 
7.5, £0 We the Recital of it, by every Presbyter, Dea- 
ERS | con, Subdeacon, Oc. under Pain of Cen- 
alen from the Biſhop.* This Creed is 


„ 357 
ft. 41 * 2 


3 * likewiſe mentioned in ſome Articles of 
"WW; FL _ Enquiry, which REOIN O, Abbot of Prom, 


1 ©. - in Germany, an Author of the IXth and 
at Ret? Xth Century, has among. other Collec- 
{. + . %,-/; tions ; ſuppoſed by Batvzivs the Editor, 
'", © to be as old, or very nearly; as the Age 
Ju «11.4 of BoxirAcR Biſhop of Mentz, who 
754) died in the Year 754. This Teftimony 
\\ the Critical H. iſtory places about mu: * 
, | And 22% the Council of Frankfort, 
h As Germany, in their 33 33d. Canon give 8 
7% that The Carbolick Faith of the holy 
2 * * and Lord's Prayer, and Creed 


I !: | . | . be 
3 \ | FEMUR 200 + 1 99G 2061 14 N. 
1 * I» 
i | * Waterland's Crit. Hiſt. of the Arhanaſian Oread, c. 2. 


p. 29. Edit. 2. Dr 
SeX. 18. p. 454. Fol. Edit. 
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be ſet forth and delivered to all.” And 
the Author of the Critical Hiſtory gives 
his Reaſons, why He muſt be of Opinion, 
that the Council of Frankfort, in this 
Canon, means and intends the Athanaſian 
Creed.* And it further appears, that we 
have a Comment upon this Creed, of the 
VIth Century, compoſed, by VENANTIUs 
ForTUNATUS, after his going into France, 
and before he was Biſhop of Pozdters. 
The Date of this Comment, may be pro- 
bably fix d about the Year 570, or per- 
haps higher? ** And the Author of the 
Critical Hiſtory well remarks, that This 
Comment of Fox ruxArus, is a great Con- 
firmation of what is obſerved, concerning 
the Council of AuTUN recommending, and 
enjoining the Recital of this Creed. For 
(ſays he) if the Creed was noted enough, 


to deſerve a Comment upon it, ſo early as 


the Lear 57, no wonder, if we find it 
ſtrongly recommended by That Council, in 
the Year N an . Years after. * 


1— — —— — ud... 
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Thus has the Author of the Eſay a- 
dopted the Miſtakes of Dr. CLARKE, and 
Dr. Cave, and added others of his own, 
by not looking fo far into Things, as he 
ought to have done. But if theſe Miſtakes 
are of ſuch a Kind, as to be inexcuſable 
in his Furt Performance; they are much 
more ſo, in a Second; when he ought to 
have conſider d the Matter more thorough- 
ly. But what makes it ſtill worſe, is, that 
his [Miſtakes were hinted to him in the 
Weekly Miſcellany- of Offober 26; and 
yet, this Gentleman, taking no Notice of 
that Letter, publiſhes again t to the W orld 
deliberately the very ſame Things: 5 
12 DeyFEXCE p. 7. — "The Genter 
here, as likewiſe-in P. 435 confeſſes, that 
his true Deſign, is to recommend ( the 
total Difuſe of the Athanaſian Creed” 
— though it is very plain, that he had 
ſmoothed over this Deſign, by propoſing, 
that at leaſt; its Uſe ſhould be confined to 
Cathedral Chirthes only; or \ left to the 
| Os Onan” It was this * 
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duct, that induced the Letter-Writer to 
ſay ; that, © if his Reaſons [for dropping 
ce the Athanaſian Creed} be falſe or wrong; 
« then the dropping the Creed in a ſmooth 
« artful way, is only doing an 1/ Thing 
« with the greater Guile, aud adding 
« Treachery to Iniquity.” And 8 17 1 
cannot think the Letter- Writer at all out 
in his Judgment; for certainly, This was 
doing it in a ſmooth artful Way : And if 
the Gentleman cannot defend and ſupport 
his Reaſons, for lighting this Creed az all; 
then, to drop it in any way whatever, is 
doing an Ill Thing; and to leave it at the 
Miniſters Diſcretion, to uſe, or not uſe it 
as he ſhall think fit; or admitting it to be 
retained in Cathedral Churches, is doing 
this I Thing with the greater Guile: nor 
can I ſee, what this Gentleman could in- 
tend by this Method ; but that, as the Let- 
ter-Writer obſerves, „provided it [the 
© Creed] be once ſet afloat, he can be con- 
©« tent, that it ſhould be ſent off decently, 
te or leiſurely, and according to Art.” — I 
muft own, I cannot otherwiſe account for 
this Gentleman's Conduct; eſpecially, by 
his. continuing the Uſe of this Creed in 

Ag "OY Cathe- 
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Cathedral Churches: for the Creed will 
be the ſame, whether it be /aid, or ſung; 
though, perhaps, the Gentleman may think, 
that the Senſe of it may float away upon 
the Muſick. But however, the Author 
of the Defence is extremely angry with 
the Letter-Writer, for the forementioned 
Paſſages: tis for theſe, he complains of 
being traduced, ſlandered, and abuſed! 
For theſe, he loads his Adverſary with ſo 
many inſidious Epithets ! and, 
DereNcE, p. 8. — © If (fays he) the 
&« in ſiruated Guile and Treachery appear, 
« in the ſingular Inſtance of recommending 
e the Uſe of the Creed, at the Miniſters 
- Diſcretion; ; then the ſmooth artful 
« Manner, in which it was intended to be 
« dropped; doing an I Thing with the 
« greater Guile; and adding Treachery to 
« Taiquity; ate Epithets that will not 
c ftick on me, but on the Commiſſioners, 
« in the Year 1689. * But, not ſo faſt, 
good Sir! for This is upon the Suppoſition, 
that the Commiſſioners in the Year 1689, 
determined to leave the Uſe of the Atha- 
aſian Creed to the Miniſters Diſtretion ; 
which, i is a Fallity, * has long been pro- 


pagated; 4 
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pagated; and which this Author repeats in 
ſeveral Places,“ but is detected; and 1 
have confuted This in p. 54. here it is 
ſhewn, that thoſe Commiſſioners in 16 89, 
determined ſtill to impoſe the Uſe of the 
Athanaſian Creed, and prepared a Rubrick 
accordingly ; 5 ſo that the ſmooth artful Way, 
in which it is intended to be dropped, do- 
ing an ill Thing with the greater Guile, 
and adding Treachery to Iniquity, are Epi- 
thets which will not ſtick on the Commiſ- 
ſioners in 1689, but on the Author of the 
Eſſay. His preſent GRAck of Can- 
« TERBURY ” (ſays the Author of the E 
ſay) © declared on a very folemn Occaſion, 
« that theſe Commiſſioners were a Set of 

« Men, than which, This Church was ne- p 

« der at. any Time, blefſed with either C 

« wiſer or better, ſinte it was a Church y 
— We. are ready to allow them ſo; and 
give me leave therefore to ſay, that This 
Gentleman has unhappily and unwarily 
quoted an Authority that turns againſt him. 
He thought, no doubt, that it was a Part 
Y of 


® Defence, p. 34. 39. 40. 
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of their Wi/dom and Goodneſs, to leave 
the Uſe of the Athanaſian Creed to the 
Diſcretion of the Miniſter ; but it appears 
they did not: No; they were 700 wiſe to 
do it, but continued to impoſe it. And 
what then muſt this Gentleman think of 
himſelf, who is for doing That, which the 
Commiſſioners, a Set of Men, than which 
rhis Church was never at any Time bleſſed 
with either wiſer or better, ſince it Was 4 
Churth, after a mature Deliberation, de- 


- termined not right to be done! *Tis He, 


and not the Letter. Writer therefore, who 
ought to tate Shame to himſelf, for thus 


defaming the Dead fo undi ſer vediy It is 


irkſome to confute notorious. Untruths, as 
often as any Writer will preſume to repeat 
them. The Author of the Eſßay, and 


Defence, might very eaſily have been ſet 
right in theſe Matters, would he but have 
enquired after proper Books, or conſulted _ 
with Menof Letters, as He ought to! to have 
done, before be had undertaken to give 
Advice tot the Publick, in ſuch bigh Mat- 


ters as our r Creeds are. 


—_ 
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DErENCERH p. 10. 11. — He complains 

of the Athanaſian Creed being abſiruſe 
and unintelligible 5 and, that *tis damning 
thoſe who: do not believe it (as far as Man 

can do.) But theſe Complaints have been 
conſidered, the Former in p. 20—52. the 
Latter in p..12—16. 23, 24. $2—56. to 
which, I refer the Reader. He urges, that 

the Per ſon required to /ubſeribe the Aha. 
naſian Creed, may not believe it; and, that 

tis mating Men profeſs, what they do not, 

ar cannot believe. I anſwer, no Man is 
made to profeſs what he does not believe: 
Every Man is at Liberty, whether he will 
ſubſcribe the Athanaſian Creed, or not. If 
Men will /ub/cribe what they don t believe, 

tis They are to blame, and muſt anſwer for 

ſuch Diſhoneſty, or Prevarication. I doubt 

not, but there are Some who ſubſcribe to 

the Nicene Creed, and the reſt of our Li- 

| turgy, and yet do not believe ſome Paſſa- 

ges of each, taken | in their true Senſe; and 
therefore, if this Gentleman' s Argument 
has any Weight, it muſt equally prove 
againſt all S#b/ciprion whatever; againſt 

{ Subſcribing to the Truth of That Creed, 

which He is yet for retaining. I mull 


S there- 


7 
, 


— - . k = - — 
K — 
Aa * * * 4 p 
| - 


164 The ATHANASIAN Creed: 
therefore ask him, whether he thinks it a 
Reaſon that becauſe there are fome diſhoneft 
Men who will ſubſcribe: to what they don't 
believe; therefore the Church ought not to 
require any Subſcription at all? If he 
thinks This, then his Objection is not mere- 
ly againſt the Athanaſian Creed, but Al 
other Creeds, Articles, Liturgies Kc. 
which will put the Neue 19800 another 
ö 


But the elend urges, that © . 


i ther Creed” (meaning, T ſuppoſe, the 


Apoſtles or Nicene, for he is for retaining 


Both) “ which contains the Fundamen- 
* tals of the Chriftian Faith, can be ſub- 
te ſcribed and believed, without making 
te the Perfon infincere or an Hypocrite ? — 


- Certainly either the Apoſtles, or Nicene 


Creed may be ſubſcribed and believed, 
without making the Subſtriber zn/avcere or 
an Mypocrite; but then, it is as certain, 
that a Man may /#b/cribe to either of 


Thoſe, and yet be infiacere and an Hy- 


Pocrite. Fer Inſtance; no Arian can 
ſubſcribe to either of thoſe Ureeds, with- 
out being in/iacere, an Fypocrite, and a 

very. 4 ſooneſt Man; for They muſt be 


under- 
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underſtood, according to the Senſe of the 
Compilers, and Impoſers ; and the Nicene 
Creed was purpotely deligned in Oppo- 
ſition to Arianiſm ; and yet we have not 
wanted 'Inftances of Ariane, who have 
ſubſeribed thoſe Creeds, underſtanding 
them according to their own Senfe. There- 
fore, if it be wrong to require a Subſcrip- 
tion to the Athanaſian Creed, becauſe 
Some will ſubſcribe, who don't honeſtly 
believe it; the fame Reaſon holds equally 
againſt requiring Subſcriptions to the Hef 
tles and Nigene Creeds; which yet, this 
Gentleman does not object to. 

DerkExcx, p. 13.— He tells us that he 
cannot underftand how Sub ſeribing the 
Athanaſian Creed makes a Believer, or 
guards the Faith from Hereſie; and his 
Reaſon. for it is This; viz. & Becauſe it 
does not hinder he worſt Sort of Men, 
from being admitted into the vi hie 
% CommuniqQn of the eſtabliſhed Church 
<« (from whom Danger can alone be ap. 
„ prehended) and yet good and uſeful 
„Men are thereby often excluded the 
Communion. thereof.” 

In an{wer-to This, I will beg Leave to 
Put a Caſe to this Gentleman. 


A 


166 The: ATHANASIAN Creed 


A Prince requires his Subjetts to take 
Oaths of Allegiance to him, in order to 
guard him from Treaſon, and —_ him 
upon the Throne. 

1ſt Query — Whether the taking ſuch 
Oaths of | Allegiance, will make a+ Loyal 
Fubect, or be of any Service to the End 
deſigned, v1. to guard the Prince from 
Treaſon : Since it will not hinder the worſt 
Sort of Men (from whom alone Danger 
can be. apprehended). from being admitted 
into the viſible Society of Loyal Subjetts ; 
and yet good and uſeful Men in other 
Reſpects, are, by nn "__ Oaths, 
often excluded? 

. 2d Query—. Whether theſe Reaſons are 
ſufficient to ſnew, that the Oaths of Alle. 
grance ought ub longer to be required? 

If this Gentleman is of Opinion, that 
ſuch Reaſons are ſufficient to make the 
Oaths of | Allegiance of no Service to the 
End deſigned, and that ſuch Oaths ought 
therefore to be laid aſide; how much more 
juſtly might I repreſent Him, than he does 
the Letter-Writer, as favouring Popery 
and the Pretender, as no True Proteſtant, 
no Hearty Friend to the Preſent Happy 
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Eſtabliſbment ? But ſuch mean Reflect ious 
are beneath a ſerious Enquiry ! If he does 
not think This good Reaſoning in the Caſe, 
of Oaths of Allegiance ; He cannot think 
it ſo, in the other Caſe: For they are 
parallel, and the ſame Anſwer will ſerye 
for Both. * 

Or, to put another Caſe to this Gentle- 
man.— 

A Perſon builds a Wall round his Gar- 
den, in order to preſerye his Fruit. 

iſt Query. Whether the Wall be of any 
Service; ſince it will not hinder the worſt 
Sort of Men (from whom alone Danger is 
to be expected) from entering the Garden, 
by climbing over it? 
24 Query, Therefore Whether it is not 
the Man's wiſeſt Way to pull down his 
Wall, and /ay all open to every Paſſenger, 
who has a mind to go in; becauſe, if he 
keeps it up, there are — very yu 
Robbers who will /zap over it? 
If the Gentleman will be ſo kind, as to 
give me his Opinion upon theſe Caſes, his 
Argument will require no other Anſwer. 
_ DEFENCE, p. ibid. — © As to any in- 
« jurious Reflections (ſays he) caſt by me, 
«on the eſtabliſhed Confeſſions of our 


« Faith, 
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« Faith, I entirely deny the Fact; unleſs 
& it be in propoling the abſolute Exchange 
« of the Athanaſian Creed, for the Apeſiles 
4 or Nicene.” That is, as to any inju- 
rious Reflections caſt by him, on the e- 
ſtabliſhed Confeſſions of our Faith, he in- 
tirely denies the Fact; unleſs calling them 
obſcure, unintelligible, uncharitable, &c. 
and for ſuch Reaſons propoſing to throw 
them abſolutely out of the Liturgy, as what 
ought not to be there, be diſparaging, and 
reflecting on the eſtabliſhed Confeſſions of 
our Faith. — Whether it be not, the 
World muſt judge! But © If That (fays 
« he) is an injutious Aſperſion on our eſtab- 
4 liſhed Confeſſions, it more properly af- 
« fects Arch-Biſhop TIL IOTsOoN, Biſhop | 


« TarLor, Mr. CHiLLNGworTH, We. 


“ in whoſe Words my Arguments were 
offered for the Exchange, than it can 
« my ſelf. But if any ſuch Thing is to be 

found in the Quotations taken from thoſe 
ce great Men, why has the Letter-Writer- 5 

4 fo ſilently paſſed over what was” pro- 


« duced from them. SI DVEL e 


The Letter-Writer did not SEK > 
to examine (nor could he do it in ſo ſhort * 
a a Compaſs). all that was produced in the 


| Quotas 
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Quotations from Thoſe great Men. I have 
done it in the boregoing Papers ; and, if 
it appears, that any of thoſe Quatations 
do reflect upon, or diſparage the Athana- 
an Creed, or our eſtabliſhed Forms of 
Confeſſion, Jet, the Blame reſt where it 
falls ! only I muſt tell this Gentleman, that 
he is miſtaken; if he thinks, what is ſaid 
in thoſe Quotations, does not .as properly 
affe& him, as it does thoſe from whom he 
cites them; for, he makes them his own, 
by the Quotation, | Nay, the Accuſation 
of diſparaging, and caſting Reflections up- 
on this Creed, mort properly affects iim, 
than it does owe of thoſe whom he has 
cited: Since it appeats, that he has wreſled 
ſome Authorities, made Mifteports, and 
produced ſich Witheſſes as will not ſtand 
by him ; in which Caſes the Guilt re- 
doubled turns upon himſelf. It has been 
ſhewt, that he has made 4 very anfuir 
and imperfect, I may ſay a direcłiy fal/e 
Report, of whit concerned Mr. CRHII- 
LINGWORTH, whom this Author afficms 


to have perſiſted, in refuſing to ſubſeribe 
the XXXIX Articles of Religion, and of 


accepting any Preferments in the Church; 
of the Falſity of which Aſſertion, this Gen- 
3 E tleman 
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tleman! 1s conyidted upon Record.“ * 
in the Miſcellany of eds 26. (which, 
by t the Way, q this. Gentleman takes no No- 
tice of having ſeen, according to, Cuſtom, 
either really not having ſeen it, or pur- 
poſely oy God What he cannot anſwer) 
in this Miſcellany it was. ſhewn, i in regard 
to Mr. Cr1LLINGworTH, that upon a 
full and due ſtating the Account, he could 
make no 5 Adyantage of © that” great 
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Man; s Aut orty., 


It further appears, (and Uher was je 
wiſe taken Notice of in the forementioned 
Miſeellany ). that he knows little of what 
relates to Dr * "A Yon (another of his 
Authorities 3, OS wr 4 0 ſeyeral Paſſages 
from im, whic cannot be depended , on 
As "bis real. Scntiments (being, written 1 
the Agoniftical V Wa ay; Yin the mean Whil 
ſuppreſſing ſome ſaving Clauſes, which 


r. Tixion had” the b thrown in, by w of 
Dro) 5. 5 Tay. 
Guard or Antidote. —— 


5 
With the Learned Dr. C VE he bes dealt 
Worſe; in relation to whom, his Fe 
and ele have been RE 
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It has been made 7 — fikewiſe, that 
the Quotation from Bifhoß *STILLING* 
*LEeT, being in reſpect only to doubrfu? 
Rites and Ceremonies, and Things granted 
unnece ſſary by All, is nothing to his Pur- 
poſe: And, that the Quotation from his 
preſent Grace of CANT RBVRY, — 74 
it ſelf. eil 
It has bed ſhewn alſo, that he has too 
haſtily appealed to Arch Biſhop Tirror- 
$ON; as favouring his Scheme, upon very 
ſlender Pretences, rather Surmiſes than 
Proofs.* So then theſe 81 GREAT MN, 
whom he has called upon as Authorities, 
are at length found to deſert him. — The 
Accuſation therefore, of diſparaging the 
Athanaſian Creed, more properly — 
Hm, than it does thoſe great Men. 

The Author of the Eſay had in that 
Piece found fault with the Hiebanuſun 
Creed, for attempting to explain' a MY 
tery, which, in the Nature of the Thing; 
muſt be inemplirable. Ia Anſwer to this, 
we diſtinguiſh between explaining a Myſt 
0} 5:7 58521 50. g7 erf berg; 2 
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= and explaining a Dactrine; and re- 
ply, that the Creed attempts not to explain 
«ny Myſtery ; For it explains the Dodfrine 
only, not the Aadus, wheieia'the Myſtery 
lies And, as to the Myſtery, the Creed 
guards it only from rude and inſidious 
Attacks: This likewife” vas urged in the 
Miſcellany of 1 1 ” "FO wy the 
Author of the 
_ _ Durance, g. 10 18, Ge; ett 
ſomething of a Reply to this; but in fo 
looſe and declamatory a Way, that it a- 
mounts qnly to {6 many Words. It is to 
he obſeryed, that the whole Force of his 
Ohiection lay in the Word Myftery - For 
had he ſaid only, that the Creed had at« 
tempted to explain the Dockrine of the 
Trinity, hat Ground could there' be for 
Complaing an that Head? does not the 
Nirene do ſo too? and yet he is pleaſed 
to let That ſtand in his New Liturgy. 
A that-the Author of the Defence offers 
- in Anſwer to: this forenamed Diſfinction, is 
- "mere Confuſon, for want. of making 'thas 
very Diſtinction, which he is at the ſame 
Ti ime ohjecting to. "Tis for want of this 
— that in 2. 18, becauſe the "Mi. 
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2 had obſerved, that Of the three 
Creadt, the Firſt was intended to declare 
4 the. Faith, the Second to exploza it, and 
« the Third to guard it; the Defence 
adds, as his own Comment in a Parentheſis, 
« (i. e. The Nene. Oreed does explain 
+ the Faith, vis. the Myſtery or Doftrine 
« of the Trinity, which juſt now was in- 
e explicable,) With what Shifts will ſome 
Men, take up, when they are preſſed too 
cloſe,), This Gentleman here, makes Faith 
and Myſtery, to be Synonimous Terms; 
and Myſtery and Dorine, (notwithſtand= 
ing the Diſtinct ion which he has been in- 
formed of) to be the Same: And perſiſt- 
ing in this Error, he makes, Ne 
Faith, to be explaining the Myſtery; and 
explaining the Doctrine, to be explaining 
the Myſtery ; From this Jingle of Words, 


be makes the Miſcellany ſay, that the 


Dactrine of the Trinity is inexplicable. ; 
and, that the Nicene Creed (becauſe it is 
ſaid to explain the Faith) explains the 
Myſtery of the Trinity: From whence, 
ſtill plunging on, he urges, that the Atha- 
raſien Creed is more explanatory of the 


. le with him is the ee 


* 
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ban the Nirene. — By all which," the 
Whole that the Author of the Defence 
has proves, enen 
giciasn. | 6 
It was told him in the Miſcellany of 
one: 19, that ( ſome of the conſeguen- 
4 tial and more remote Articles of this 
4 Gre Creed, appear more obſcure than the 
prime Doctrine themſelves; ” and, that 
in the very Nature of Things, it muſt 
<" often be ſo v; as being intended to ob- 
viate remote Subeleries, and inſidious E- 
vaſtons; which is A manifeſt Truth. in 
Reply to tie; the ONS 24 
Difzncx, P. 20. pretends, that thus he 
prime Truth is made obſcure by remote 
Conſequiences. No; the Prime Truth re- 
mains as clear as Ide! and is now. better 
guarded than before; and cleared too, from 
the Artificial Clouds and Darknefs, that 
Sophiftry had brought upon it; ſo that it 
is, in ſome Senſe, reſcued and reſtored to 


35 T4, " Th 


its original Luſtre.” When Aebefſts (fip- 


poſe) have endeavoured by Subtleties, to | 
obſcure the plain and eaſy Doctrine of the 
Exiſtence of God the obyiating ſuch 
Subtleties in a proper Way, is ſecuring 
m_ that 
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that prime Truth, and throwing off the 
Duſt from it: Vet, I preſume, the Gene- 
rality better underſtand: this plain Poſition, 
There is 4 God; than they do every con- 
ſequential Poſition, which may be found 
neceſſary to ſecure it, againſt wily Devices 
of Men that lie in wait to deceive. I can 
find nothing in this Gentleman's Perfor- 
mance, that bears the Face of Reaſoning, 
againſt ſo plain a Caſe : Nothing, above 
the Dignity of an Euaſion, or a mere 7 
muſement of the Reader 
"DEFENCE, £-21.—He wants here 1 
Seripture: Texte, to juſtify: the making 
uſe of ſuch Guard. As if all the Texts 
commanding us to pre ſerus the Faith of 
Chriſt zu hole and entire, fo far as in us lies, 
were not, ſo many Warrants, for the ma- 
king uſe of all the Expedients, which the 
Nature of the Thing requires, or Human 
Prudence ſuggeſts. — , Nor do we read 
„ (fays, he) of any Guerd appointed by 
« God. himſelß, to ſecure. the Chriſtian 
6c Faith, unleſs the Scriptures themſel ves, 
« and thoſe Rewards. and _Puniſhments of 
« another World, promiſed or. threatened 


Cy "to ſuch a believe, or disbelieve the 
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% Truths therein contained.” — 80 that 


by -his:W riter's Argument, we have no 
Occaſion for any; Guards at all, except the 
Scriptures ; and we may lay aſide; not 
only the Athariaſian Creed, but 'the . 
poſtles,, and Nirene, and all the Article: 
of Neligion; and yet the ſame Gentleman 
inconſiſtently pleads for retaining the A. 
Foſter and Nicene Creeds. This Gentle- 
man, I find, muſt be told, that, although 
the Scriptures, are in them ſbivrs ſufficient 
Guards of the Chriſtian Faith, and ſuſ. 
ficiently clear to be rightly underſtood, by 
Men who come rightly diſpoſed, and free 
from Prejudice; yet, as Tong as Men are 
Moral Agents, it will be in their Power to 
abuſe the Favours which God has gtanted 
them. © In this refpe&”: (as cis juditiouſiy 
obſetved by late ingenious and Teartied = 
Writer) there can be no ſüch Thing as 


4 Huffirieney; it is impoſſible that God 
«ſhould have revealed any thing ſo clear- 


44 Iy, as to leave no poſſible Room for 
their perverting it, ot differing aboug 
it, — with tegatd to the Chearneſs of the 
* Chriftian Revelation; tis certain 4 pri- 
* * oh, that tis fuſſicienly clear to have” 
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s remoyedall material Differences of Opi- 
( te nions ih religious Matters; 
* would ſtudy it without Paſſion or Pre- 7 
S Jjuglce; and make uſe of all proper Helps 
4 to the undetſtanding i it; yet our Saviour 
9 foretold, "that | there muſt be, what Hiſ- 
A . aud 3 1 hes hen Gow: are, 


4 Wh ng? 7A 1 5 25 towards Mo- 
1 ral Agents, may be inſaſtcient to oyer- 


„ rüſe the 'Prej udites and Don, of 
4 Men. 1 We are not therefore to neg- 
4c& making uſe of any proper Additional | 
Guards. be Seriptare” has been ror 
vupte, and per ve wed by Heretichs ; and 
three, in ſuch C ces," the Swip. 
ture it Hf requires proper Ce, to pre- 
Jfervet Fare and entire; by determining 

Ats es ; and Mixing the vight Mean- 

} in to its feverdl Paſſages, as have been, 


e Danger. And, in relation to 
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AF Subſcriptions. to ſuch Guards, a + 
Explanatory. Creeds, or Articles; * « uf 
wanne the Learned Dr. Convsra Ry 
00 3 and taugbt; and the Serif» 
tunes themſel ves alled ged to patroni ae 
« theſe Errors: In theſe Circumſtances, A 
« Subſcription. to the Scriptures at large, 
« is by no means a ſuffieient Peſt of A 
dr Teacher $ Orthodoxy : Andi if ſome Per- 
« ſons will, by an Abuſe of Criticiſin, en- 
64 deavour to pervert theſe Miritin gs, ſome- 
thing ſurely ought to be done, to guard 
« againſt"ſuch Abuſes: And the evident 
« Neceſſity of the Thing is enough to de- 
e fend this Practice. Again; If a bare 
< Declaration of the Truth of 3 


nt 4 22 


„ Lülßeiunt; it will ue that no. 4 
runs whatſoever, relating to the particu- 
lar Doctrines of our Religion, ought. to 
* ere a. Man fromtu Wk of Joageh- - 
ff ng z if he haye but Weakneſs enough = 
vc to ine, that the Sacred Writings are 


« on his Side. Thus, not only Liberty 
« whll be En, but Conmenaittite'iven, 
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« to the open Propagation of every poſ- 
« fible Hereſy ; Errors of every Kind, 
« will ſucceſſively prevail: The weaker 
« People will be led by the Confidence 
« of ſome Teachers, and the Subtlety of 
« others, from one Extreme to Another; 
« whilſt the more indifferent SpeQators 
« will b be tempted to laugh at all Religion 
« whatſoever.” For theſe Reaſons We re- 
quire Subſcription to the Athanaſian Creed, 
as being explanatory of the Scripture Doc- 
trine of the Trinity; and being thereby, 
a proper Teſt of a Teacher's Orthodoxy ; 
and admirably fitted, to preſerye the Doc- 
trine pure, and free from the Corruptions 
of Hereticks. As to Thoſe who are againſt 
all Subſcriptions whatever, and would be 
informed what Right or Power the Church 
hath, to demand ſuch &. ubſeriptions ; and 
how foi it is reaſonable and expedient to 
exerciſe that Power; I refer them to the 
Judicious Dr. Convzt ax's. Sermon,** be- 
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E foremencioned, where. every aprejdiced 
Perſon may receive Satisfaction. 
DEN, g. 22. He pleads, thatEx- 
Hication ought to make Things plainer. 
Very true; And Fencing againſt Subtheties, 
is to make a Doctrine more Secure, and to 
preſerye it in its Original Phainneſs ; ; Which 
is making it plainer than it would be, if 
ſuch Subtleties were not guarded lar; 4 
And yet,. ſuch Guards and Fences, may be 
in Themſelves more obſcure than the Prime 
Tracks as was ſhewn by an Inſtance a- 
To explain a Do@rine, and to /e- 
— — it from Corruptions, are Both neceſ: 
ſary; inaſmuch as it behoves us, as well 
nt preſerve the Faith, as to declare what 
the Faith is, or what it means. An 
DETENCE, P. 23. And in other Places, 
He prefers the more General. more Clear, 
and Intelligible Creed, before the more 
obſcure, minute, and unintelligible : Which 
is juſt as wile, as to ſay, that he would pre- 
fer this Single Precept, vis. To love God and 
one? s Neighbour, before all minute Expli- 
cations,” Deductions, or Enlargements of 
the Rule, ſerving to direct Men in the 
full and 1 Intent: of it; and to prevent 
G 
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their holding many Contradictory Princi- 
ciples together with the General Rule, 
tending to annul, yacate, and fruſtrate it, 
in Theory or Practice. The ſame is the 
Caſe, whether it be in any flight Sum- 
mary of Morality, or Faith. The ſhorter 
and more general it is, the more liable is 
it to be evaded and fruſtrated. 

This Truth was illuſtrated in the 72 
ſeellany, by a parallel or ſimilar Caſe of 


— __ — 


Political Teſts. It might ſuffice to fwear, 
1 will be faithful, and bear true 
ance to bis Majeſly King Gzozxcs ; For 


That, to a conſiderate conſcientious Man, 
implies eyery Thing. But. the Wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature has not thought ſuch a 
General Form, ſufficient Security againſt 


the Dulneſs of Some, or the Artifices of 


Others; but requires, beſides, an expreſs 
Renunciation of the Pope's Supremacy, 
and a yery minute Abjuration of the Pre- 
tender ; making uſe of ſeveral Critical 
Terms of Law, and of Art; to preclude 
all Doublings, Shutflings, and Subterfuges; 
the : Legiſlature wiſely confidering. both the 
Tnfirmities, and Iniguities of Men; and 


PK againſt them, as far as Human 


Prudence 
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182 The” ATHAXAZTAN CGreed-* 
DON do. > Reply to n = 
Author of the © vg 
- DeyENCE, 250 24, Thinks 85 edu 
KReſtection on the Whole  Eegiftative 
Power, on the Memory of 15 many 
«Glorious and Immortal Princes, Noble 
« Tords, and Right Reverend Prelater, 
« who firſt. enacted that Law, and have 
3 many Times ſince ratified and confirmed 
* Ne ſay, that fome Terms of Law 
of A Art uſed therein, were ſcarce intel. 
IAgible to every one that takes theſe Teſts. 
Ex ore tuo — The Accuſation rebounds : 
For what then has This Writer been doing, 
in boldly charging the Athanaſian Creed, 
with being unintelligible to All, or Moſt ; 
though it is authorized” by the ///bole Le- 


giſlative Power ; and has been fixed in 
our Articles and Liturgy, by many more 


Princes, Lords, and Prelates, than ever 
the Abjaration Oath has been. The Truth 
ds, the Legiflative Power is blameleſs in 
both Articles; For Human Affairs will 
not admit of any wiſer or juſter Procced- 

Critical Terms of Art, as being woſt 
eee in ſome Caſes, muſt be made 
pe of to obyiate ſubtle Nano of de- 


ſigning 


A PRESERYATIVE agi HRASIES. 183 


ſigning Men; ; and. if the Illiterate do not 
diſtinctly apprehend, eithet the Intention, 
or Force of a few hard Terms, yet they 
| bare confuſe, general Perception of the 
9 gs 8 and That ſuffces. 5 915 


at his . examine, 7 everyone . 
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ende? "V8. "that . "Therefore it 1 15 ve- 
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that a Man may be an Arian or Socinian, 
and yet profeſs his Faith in the Words of 
That Creed : And this we ate certain of; 
becauſe there haye been Thoſe, who have, 
in a ſerious ſolemn Manner, profeſſed their 
Faith in the Words of the Apoſtles Creed; 
and have neyertheleſs plainly ſhewn to the 
World in their #r:itings, that they were 

Arians : And therefote, there is ſome- 
thing more than the Apoſtles Creed nece/+ 
fary. He remarks further, (p. 28.) that 
“ The Charity of a good Man will never 
« permit him to think, Another renouncet 
te ih his Heart that Trac Faith, which in 
« fo many Words He declares to be his 
« Belief.” But I reply, that, if the Arba. 
naſian Creed be only explanatory of the 
Dettrine, and true Faith wrapped up in 
the Apoſiles Creed, and deſigned to guard 
the Fundamentals therein contained; then, 
' when any Perſon profeſſes his Faith in the 
Words of the Apoſtles Creed; and yet re- 
fuſes to profeſs it in the Words of the 
A Creed; there is ſhrewd Suſpi- 
cion, that That Perſon is playing ſome 
Trick: And the greateſt - Charity will 
, able to hinder us from judging 

| B b (what 
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(what Reaſon and common Senſe plainly | 
4 tells us) that ſuch an one renounces in 
11 his Heart, what in ſo many Mords he de- 
L (0 | clares to be his Belief. : To think the 
| Contrary, would not be Goodueſs, but 
Blindneſs: To judge otherwiſe, would 
not be Charity, but Stupidity. - 
- -DEFENGE, g. 28. He asks ; y' May 
not the ſame Man ſubſcribe the Atha- 
* naſian Creed, retaining the Words, re- 
« renounc ing the Faith wrapped up in 
« Them.” I anſwer ; Experience ſhews, 
that few are hardy enough to ſubſcribe, 
againſt ſuch plain, full; expreſſive Words. 
But let him ask, whether the Renuncia- 
tion of the Pope, and Abjuration Oath, 
might not very ſafely be ſpared; and the 
Legiſlature be content with ſwearing Al. 
legiancs in general Terms; and I preſume, 
the ſame Anſwer will ſerve in either Caſe. 
117 It is certain that both the latter are wrap- 
in q ped up virtually, and conſequentially in 
1. the general Oath: And yet, the Wiſdom 
of the Government has found it neceſſary, 
to proceed beyond | Generals. It is true, 
diſhoneſt harden*d Men, who neither value 
Reputation, nor Conſcience, may leap 
ew) 1 over 
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over all: But ſuch Profligates are few in 
Compariſon : And therefore, it is not ſu- 


perfluous to ſuper- add theſe more expreſs, 
and minute Specifications, to the other. 
The Author of the Defence may labour, 
and ſtruggle as much as he pleaſes, againſt 
this plain Reaſoning : But there is no 
forcing Logick, againſt common Senſe, and 
the undoubted Experience of all ge and. 

Places. 
© DEFENCE, p. 28, — He pleade further, 
(which is by much the moſt ſenſible Plea 
he has offered) that, at the Council of 
Nick, A. D. 325, the Nicene Creed was 
thought ſuſficient, and the Athanaſian was 
not needed. It is very true: For He. 
reſies were not ſo refined as they have 
been ſince; And the Wiſdom of enlarging 
Creeds, depends always upon the preſent 
Circumflances. Time was, when an Ab- 
juration Oath was not thought neceſſary ; 
but Circumſtances at length proved it to 
be needful. That Nicene Creed, which 
ſerved in 325, was not thought ſufficient 
in 381. And therefore, it was then en- 
larged by the Council of Cons ax ri- 
s And it is that very. Conſtants; 
| B b 2 nopolitan 
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nopolitan Creed, which our Author has 
adopted into his New Liturgy, while he 
pleads inconſiſtently, for the Sufficiency of 
the Old Nicene. It has been the prudent 
and conſcientious Care of the Governors 
of the Church of Chriſt, to enlarge Creeds 
according to the Growth, or the Prevalence 
of Hereſies: And ſuch Procedure is juſt, 
But, 3 1 

DEFENCE, p. 29, 30. — He adds, that 
ATHAanasvs himſelf aſſerts, that the Ni- 
cene Creed is “ ſufficient to overturn all 
tothe moſt wicked Hereſies, but eſpecially 
« the Arian. — Les, if purſued carefully, 
attentively, conſcientiouſly, through all 
that is virtually wrapped up in it, which 
is what he meant. And in like Manner 
Biſhop Bur has ſomewhere ſaid, that one 
ſingle Text (Phil. ii. 6.) is ſufficient to 
overturn all Hereſies relating to the Perſon 
of Chriſt ; Nevertheleſs, Biſhop Bur. 
would never have thought it ſuperfluous, 
or unneceſſary to take in many other 
Texts, and the Three Creeds too, to ſecure 
the Faith of Chriſt among Men. For 
what is ſufficient in one View, is not ſo in 
my View and we can neyer do too 
much, 
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much, to ſecure the Faith of Chriſt, a- 
gainſt the Non- Attention, or Weakneſs of 
ſome, or againſt the Wiles and Artifices 
of others. 

DEFENCE, p. 31, 32. — He pleads, 
* That Explications or Enlargements of 
* the fundamental or prime Articles, 
„ ſhould not Themſelves be impoſed as 
« Articles of Faith.” This is the Sum of 
what he urges on that Head, And I an- 
ſwer, That ſuch Explications are not im- 
poſed as Articles of Faith, but as Theola- 
gical Truths, or Articles of Religion, 
wrapped up in the main Articles, and ne- 
ceſſary to guard againſt Con/equential Op- 
poſition, He that believes the two prime 
Articles of a Trinity, and Incarnation, 
and does not afterwards deſtroy. that Faith 
by Counter-Poſitions, belieyes all that the 
Creed requires. But, as it has been very 
uſual for Men to admit the general M ords, 
and to evade the Force of them by ad- 
mitting ſomething not conſeftent with their 
true Meaning; therefore, for the preyent- 
ing ſuch fraudulent Practices, the Athana- 
ſean Formulary has excited them, by its 
additional Guards. 


Dx rengx, 
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"DertNce, p. 32.— © There is (ſays 
* he) near ⁊cαπαπ hundred Years difference, 
4 between Him the Letter-Writer] and 
eme, as to its | the Athanaſian-Creed's | 
« Antiquity,” and firſt V/# in the Church. 
e leave it to the Reader to believe Dr. 
4 Cavs, a very eminent and learned Di- 
« vine, or this Anonimons Writer; it not 
being worth a Diſpute.“ Theſe are his 
Words; But, whether it be worth à Diſ- 
pute or no, It certainly is very wrong in 
any Man of Letters (as the Letter-Writer 
well obſeryes) to ſtop ſhort at Dr. Cave's 
Account, given near fifty Years/ago ; ſince 
which Time, ſeveral uſeful Diſcoveries 
concerning this Creed have been made, 
and new Light. ſtruck out; which Diſ⸗ 
coveries, it becomes a Man of Learning 
to be acquainted with; eſpecially One who 
ſets up for a Writer. But beſides; there 
happens to be above four hundred Years 
difference between. the. Letter-Writer and 
this Gentleman (above 7wo hundred Years 
more than he reckons) in reſpect to the 
Reception of this Creed in the Church, 
The Author of the Defence ſets the Re- 
ception of it (from Dr. Cavs) ſo late as 
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the Year 1000: which the Letter-Mriter 

informed him, was too late by above 400 

Vears. And if he will pleaſe to read 

Dr. WATERLAND's Critical Hiſtory of 

the Athanaſian Creed; He will find, that 

this Creed was received by the Gelees 
Churches, into the publick Offices, as carl) 

as 670, and that it was received by them,) „, 
as a Rule of Faith, much ſooner, as early 

as 5 50. And it is from this Critical Hi/- Verna fone s 
tory, that the Letter-Mriter takes his | 
Account. And therefore J leave it to the 

Reader, to believe Dr.'WAaTERLAND, an 

eminent and learned Divine; or this Anuo- 

nimous Writer, who produces Dr. Cav e's 

Account, as an Authority in a Subject, 

wherein ſeveral ufeful Diſcoveries have 
been made, which were not done, when 

Dr. Cxve conſidered the Subject. — This 

kind of Procedure is much the ſame, as if 

a Man at this Time o'day, ſhould pro- 

duce the Authority of PTOLEMEAUS, to 

prove that the Earth is placed in the 

ROO: 


Dteexce, 
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® Waterland's Critical Hiſtory, & . 6.5 148. Kar. . 
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Dr RN CR, p. 33, — Sc. He proceeds 
to diſpute the *Onzver/ality of the Recep- 
tion of the Athaug ſian Creed; a Creed 
owned (as Biſhop ST1LLINGFLEET truly 
obſeryed) by the Chriſtian World, Well; 
what has our Author to object? He tells 
us It is notorious to all, that the Greet 

« Church derives the Proceſſion of the 
« Holy Ghoſt from the Son; and which 
<« therefore cannot be ſuppoſed to receive 
cc it.”— What this Gentleman can, or can- 
not /appoſe, I know not: But tis xoro- 
rz0us, that the Gree: Church do receive 
This Creed; and Facts are ſtubborn Things 
to argue againſt, and are not to be oyer- 
turned by Suppoſitions. The Greek Church 
rejects the [:hoque, the Proceſſion of the 
Holy Ghott, from the Sonu. What then? 
It receives all the Creed beſides ; every 
proper Article of Faith : For, though the 
Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the 
Son, is a Truth; it is not of the Foun- 
dat ion, like the Trinity of three Divine 
Perſons, or, one God-Man.— Though 
« that fatal Diſpute between the Greek 
« and Latin Church, about the Filioque, 


be of more Importance than Scholaſtic 4 | ; f ä 
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&© iet; yet I cannot ſee that it concerns 
te the Foundation of our Faith. For the 
« Greek Church did firmly believe the 
% Holy Fpirit to be true God, though they * 
& would not own that he proceeded from 
te the Father and the Son, but from the 
« Father only: And though We muſt ac- 
* knowledge This to be a Miſtake, yet it is 
«© not a Fundamental Miſtake: For the 
“ Poctrine of Salvation is ſecured by be- 
4 lie ving the Holy Spirit to be true God; 
« without defining the Manner of his 
« Proceſſion.*”” So that the Greek Church's 
tejecting the Filioque, is no good Reaſon 
why it canis be ſuppoſed to recerve (what 
it actually does receive) the Athanaſian 


I 


Creed ** 


Deze; p: 34- He ſeruples whether 
the For rign N retam the Atha- 


GE: naſien 


i Mi Des of hes 1 


213, 274» 
| our Laud, in 
coven dim and Mr, Fiſher ag ng © 
= r ys he) that Diners Ln Me and a 0 
Wu, s 
„ne © he AST ag bp ter ef 
* know, wid akpovledge That Error . ets 


194 The ATHANASIAN Creed 


naſian Creed, or not. But his Scruples are 
without any Foundation, and if he will 
make proper Enquiry, he will find that their 
Confeſſions expreſs theit A pprobation of the 
Athanaſian 'Creed, in 0 manner as our 
VLIth Article. 1 MO | 


15 32. The Boumatais or WALDENSIAN 
Confeſſion, approved by LUTHER, 
and MEL ANCHTHON,. In Article 

III of the Holy Trinity. 
> & | 1551. 


n 
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« the Holy Ghoſt fro the Cow, to be a ws Error in Divi- 
« nity. And ſure it would have 2 75 Foundation, if 
they had ſo denied the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the 
Son, as that they had made an Inequaliry between the Perſons. 
ut fine their Form of Speech is, char the Holy Ghoſt pro- 
* geedi from the Father by_the Son, and is the Spirit of the Son, 
without making any Difference in the Confubflantiality of 
the Perſons; I dare not deny them to bea Tus Church, for this; 
9 tough. 1confeſs them an Erroneous Church in this particular. 
ow that diverſe learned Men were of Opinion, that à 
* 5 and per Filinum, in the Senſe of the Greek Church, was 
bi but a Qa ion in modo loquendi, in Manner of 8 and 
* therefdre not Fundamental: is evident. The Maſter and his 
6 * — agree upon it. The Greeks (faith he) confe fi the Ho- 
«© ty Ghoſt 10 he the. Spirit of the Son, with. the 
* and the Spirit of 1 . John 8 And ſince _ eſt ops 
© it is nat anot mg 151 
„ the Father. WY ff than 1 He ts 2 . . Fa- 
* ther n l gree with us in can- 


dem Fidei Sertentiam tine ee K though 
«th 'm Words. y por * this Cauſe, w the Wor 
e di t' the” Senrence of Falth is rhe ſamb, penitus cadem, 
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1551. Saxo Confeſſion. In * Angels of 
| Doctrine. N 
1552. WIRKTEMBERG Conifeion, In Arti- 
cle I. of God, and of the three 
Perſons in one Deity, | 
1561. Fxenca Cnunch's Confeſſion, ex- 
hibited to CnaR LES IXth A. D. 
1561. Turned into Latin * In 
8 Article V. 
1561. BELOIc Confeſſion, written in 
French A. D. 1561. publiſhed 
1566. confirmed in a Synod of the 


Belgic Churches, A. D. 1579. In 


Article IX. 
1566. H Lvx ric Confeſſion. - In Article 
Xlth of FJeſus urg, true God 
and Man. ; 4 | 
1577. PALATINE — extant in 


the laſt Will and Teſtament of 


Prince FRED ERIC III. 
5 LiTHUANIAN or Poris Confeſ- 
ion, printed | in 646." * | 


1 * 8 n 
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* See the C ASS 8 printed at 
Geneva 1654 pac ym the Me length in 


the Latin Language. It s written with Care and Accuracy, 
70 is the moſt Authentick Account of any, See alſo Harmony 
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Our Author's Doubts and Scruples 
therefore, concerning the Sentiments of 
Fureign Proteſtants, in Relation to the A. 
thanafian Creed, are for want of conſulting 

their Confeſſions, and informing himſelf 
better. He may find their Approbation of 
| the Athanaſian Creed, there expreſs d (as I 
obſerved before) i in like Manner, as in our 
VIIIth Article. The Lithuanian or Pa- 
liſh Confeflion of 1645. receives the Atha- 
#aſian Creed, among others, by Name. 
But I have ſomething further to remark, 
concerning the Ancient Proteftant Confeſ* 
ſons, beſides their receiying the Athanaſian 
Formulary. It! is worth pbſerying, How 
Expreſy and Strongh, ſeveral of them con- 
demn the Hereſies of Azws, Ge. beyond 
what our Confeſſion does. 


4. D. 1530. Adevne Confeſſion, 


« Condemns cxpreſly the Hereſies of 
K the Maxie bees, V. alent inians, Arians, 
« Eunomians, TI, mann 
+ ge min new;” 
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} 

« We conſtantly condemn the monſtrous 

Opinions of Heatbens, Fews, Maho- 

„ metans, Marcionites, Manichees, Semo- 
* /atenians, Ariens, Preumatomachians.” 


A. P. 1561. BELGIc Confeſon, 


This Doctrine of the Holy 7 rinity, 
* hath been always aſſerted and preſerved 
in the True Church, down from the Age 
of the Apoftles unto this yery Day ; a- 
„ gainſt Few, Mahometans, and ſome 
* Falſe Chriftians, Heretieks: viz. Mar- 
© cion, Manes, Praxeas, Sabellius, Samo. 
* /atenns, Arins, and Others ſuch like, 
* who were rightly and deſervedly con- 
* demacd by = Orthodox Fathers.” 


A D. 158 1. Subſcribed in Parliament. 
SCOTCH Canfeſſion. 


e We Condemn the Damnable and Peſ- 
1 tilent Hereſies of Ariut, Marc ion, Euty- 
ches, Neſtoriut, and Others, Who either 
« have denied his Etemal Deity, or the 
% Reality of his human Nature, or who 
£ confounded or diyided them,” | 


„ 
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A. D. 1566. HELVETIc Confeſſion. 


«© We:condemn'Fews, Aahometans, and 


All that Blaſpheme this Holy and Ado- 
© rable Trinity. We condemn likewiſe, 
all Hereſies and Heretictt, who teach 


* that the Son, and the Holy Spirit are God, 
« in Name and Title only, and crvated, 
« .and ſerving or officiating to Another in 
e the Trinity; or that there is in It any 


5 Thing Unequal, Greater or Leſs, Cor- 


poreal or in Bodily Shape, different in 


.£ Diſpoſition or Will; or Confounded or 


<« Solitary : As if the Son and Holy Spirit 
« were Afedtions or Properties of one 


„ God the Father; as the Monarchifts 
& thought, Novatians, Praxeas the Pa- 


« tripaſſiaut, Sabellins, Samoſatenus, Ae- 
« tins, Macedonins, the Anthropomor- 
«c pbiter, Arius, and the like We 
« deteſt the impious Notions of Axtvs, 
and of All his Follawers, againſt the Son 
* God As we abominate the NMeſto- 
« ian Tenets, in making two Chriſts in- 
cc ſtead of one, and diſſolying the Perſonal 
„“ Union; ſ we deteſt. alſo, the Mad- 
% neſs of E gehen, and che Monothe- 
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It appears from the foregoing Extracts, 
how Strongly and Expreſly, Several of the 
Ancient Confeſſions condemn and manifeſt 
their Deteſtation and Abhorrence of the 
Hereſies of Aklus, and Others. It ſeems, 
They thought, They could not ſecure 
Themſelves too much; that no Gard and 

Defence were Super fluous ; that they could 
not too ſtrongly or expreſly condemn thoſe 
peſtilent Hereſies; that Nothing was to be | 
Omitted, that might conduce towards pre- 
ſerving the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity WW 
pure and uncorrupted. Inſtead then, of Ve 


Laying aſide, or Weakning any of theſe 
Securities we already enjoy; it is much 


more adviſable, humbly to recommend it 

to the Governors of out Church, to add a 

ſtill more expreſt Condemnation of the 

Arian Hereſie, like to what the Churcfi 

of Scotland has made uſe of. We want 

to have More, and Stronger Guards of the 3 
Chriſtian Faith, rather - than to part with | 1] 
Any we have. When Mien openly attack, A 
and ate for (pulling down thoſe Fortreſſes 

which are our preſent\Defenices,\it ſurely is 
not the wiſeſt Way to join with Them, in | 
Dy * N ourſelves; __ on the f 
| 264736 ae 0 19 7 SST IN con- I 
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contrary, 'tis then the more proper and ſeas. + 
ſonable to add More, and Stronger Guards. 
The nearer the Enemy approaches, the more 
cautious and circumſpect it behoves us to 
be: And every Aſſault, inſtead of indu- 
cing us to ſubmit to it, ſhould excite us on 
the contrary, to look out for further Rein- 
forcements. Therefore this Gentleman's 
openly and publickly attacking our Chief . 
Pre ſervative of the Chriſtian Faith, at- 
tempting to throw out the Athanaſius 
Creed, inſtead. of being any Reaſon to us, 
for ſo doing; is, on the contrary, among 
others, a very good Reaſon for us, to be- 

think Ourſelves of further Securities. 
DerENcE p. 14. But notwithſtanding 
our Author would faith fcruple the Recep 
tion of the Atbhanaſian Creed among Fo. 
reign Proteſtants; yet, conſcious, I ſup- 
poſe, that he had little or no Reaſon for 
what he had ſaid, he ſeems refolved to 
ſtop at Nothing; for He thinks it is of little 
Service, even ſuppoſing their Sentiment 
were, to the greateſt: Degree, in Favour 
ef #. But I am apt to believe the judi- 
cious Reader will be of a different Opinion. 
He will not eſteem the Judgment of the 
* 
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Foreign Proteſtants,whoſe Confeſſions, as we 
have feen, receive the Athanaſian Creed, 
and who have ftill an high Veneration 
for it, of no Validity. Surely They are of 

ſome Weight! and the Verdict of the 
Chriſtian World, will be thought no incon- 
ſiderable Bar, againſt this Gentleman's At- 
tempts to eject it! At leaſt, it is ſufficient 
to expoſe the Ridiculouſneſs of his Project 
for uniting the Proteſtant Churches: Such 
a Pretence appears to be mere Amuſe- 
ment! and if he has ſo plum'd himſelf up- 
on his ſuppoſed Authorities of a few Di- 
vines, and not One of them on his Side; ſure- 
ly we may value the concurring Sentiments 
of Thouſands, or ten Thouſands ! 

Derence, p. 37 Ge. As to the 

Diſſenters at Home, he poſitively denies, 
that They approve the Athanaſian Creed, 
But I appeal to the very Words of the Four 
London Miniſters, ſpeaking for the reſt, in 
1719. Nor can This Gentleman deny, that 
They approve it. The only Method there- 
fore, that He has found, is, to appeal to what 
the Cafe was formerly; which is Nothing at 
all to the Purpoſe. The Diſenters, we know, 
had, a long Time, their Scruples againſt the 
Ke D d Dam- 
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DamnatoryClauſes : But the Caſe is not the 
fame at This Day, provided the Damnatory 
Clauſes are (as They ought to be) modeſtly 
expounded. The Caſe therefore, is not 
what the Diſſenters once were; but what they 
are at preſent. And I dont find, that Any 
of Them are for lay ing aſide ſo uſeful and 
neceſſary a Form, as the Athanaſian Creed. 
T ſpeak of the more Knowing and Moderate 
Part of the Diſſenters. 

DzFeNce,: p. 40. — © The Eſtabliſh- 
« ed Church of ScoTLAnD (ſays our Au- 
« thor) I am well informed, rejects this 
« Creed.” ——— It is This Gentleman's 
Misfortune, either to receive No Informa- 
tion at all, or elſe a Wrong One. It ſeems, 
he had No Information concerning Mr. 
CulLLINGWORTH'S Subſcription, and His 
accepting Preferment in the Church —— 
He had No Information of the Rubrick, 
prepared by the Commiſſioners in 1689— 
He had No Information that Dr. Warr R- 
LAND had wrote a Book, called the Citi. 
cal Hiſtory of the Athanaſian Creed, tho? 
it has had Two Editions. He had N 


Infermation, that there was a Third Edition 
of Dr. CLARKE s Scripture Doctrine, 


wherein 


+ th . 
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wherein the Doctor has corrected the Miſ- 
report he had made of Dr. Cave, as like- 
wiſe, Another Miſtake in Computation, 
which This Gentleman, for Want of know- 
ing better, has publiſhed to the World A- 
gain— He had No Information, that there 
was a Second Letter publiſhed in the Mi 
cellany, which it concerned Him to have 
Anſwered — And perhaps He would have 
No Information of This Anſwer to his Tuo 
Pieces; which therefore, I have ordered, 
to be by his Bookſeller convey*d to lis 
Hands. But to return to the Church of 
ScoTLAND. As this Gentleman is ſo un- 
fortunate to receive No Information in ma- 
ny Things which much concern him: So 
when he does receive any, it happens un- 
luckily to be wrong. He ſays, He is <ve/l 
informed, that the Church of ScorTLanD 
rejefts the Athanaſian Creed. But I aſſure 
him there is all the Reaſon in the World, 
to think, that he is very ili informed; and 
that his Friends deceive him: F = the 
HrIvzEric Confeſſion of 1566. receives 
the Athanaſian Creed; and That Conteſ- 
ae is approved, and ſubſcribed, by the 
ud d 2 Church 
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Church of ScorL and, as will appear from 
the two following Accounts. 

The Harmony of Confeſſions obſerves, 
that © The Conptson of HELVETIA 
* was written by the Paſtors of Zurich, 
in the Year 1566, and AprRov'p, and. 
* SUBSCRIB'D unto, not only of the Tigu- 
« rines themſelves, and their Confederates 
« of Beru, Scapbuſia, Sangallia, Rhætia, 
% Myllaine and Bienua; but alſo, of all 
Them of Gene va, and of Savoy, of Po- 
« /onia, and likewiſe by the Church's of 
Hungary, and ScoTLAnp,”* 1 

The Corpus et yntagma, Kc. a 
of the ſame Coxrxssiox, ſays, Cui 
« Tigurini, Bernenſes, Schaſfuſiani  San- 
« gallen ſes, Rboeti, Myllbuſiaui, Bielleu- 
« ſes,** item Gene venſes, SUBSCRIPSE-. 
« rUNT:; Eandem et CoMPROBARUNT. 
« Eecleſiæ Anglie, Scotia, Galliæ, Begii 
e omnes; Polonice quoque, Hungas ice, at- 
que Germanice Eccleſiz multæ. *** - 
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* Harmony of Confeſſions publiſhed 1586. tranſlated fi om 
Latin. 

% Bienne, or Biel is a ſmall City of Switzerland in the Borders 
of the Carton of Bern. What the Latin Account expreſſes by 
Biellenſes, the Engliſh expreſſes by Bienna. 

% Corpus et Syntagma Confeſſionum Fidei, Printed 
Geneva 1654. 
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It ſeems a little ſtrange therefore, that 
this Gentleman ſhould be well informed, 
that the Church of ScorLanD rejected 
That Creed, which itaQually Subſcribed and 

DEFENCE, P. 56. ——— The Author 
declares. himſelf really and ſincerely, A 
Friend to, and in the Intereſt of the Chri- 
tian Faith; and that He has 4 juſt and 
true Value for the Prime Articles of the. 
Trinity, and Incarnation. But we are not 
to lay any Streſs upon mere Words: Spes 
temur age nde! let him ſhew it in Eect. 
of its Hronge / Securities, and expoſe it to 
the Inſults, or Wiles of its Adver ſarie r. 
We are not to have Regard to ſpecious 
Pretenees, and mere out ward Profeſſions, 
when they ſhew themſelves in nothing fur- 
ther. On the contrary; we are always to 
be. cautiaus, and provided againſt them. 

I do not take upon me to pronounce our 
Author an Arian; but This I know, that. 
the Ancient Ariant made uſe of the ſame 
Pretence. When They attempted to over- 
turn the Cat holick Faith, and eſtabliſh 


their own Hereſies ; 5 They, did it, partly by 
; _ blacknwng, 
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blackning the Character of its Champions 
and Defenders; and partly, by ſnoothing 
their own Cheratrer; and pretending Uni- 
ty in Faith, with the Orthodox.* Since 
then, this Gentleman profeſſes a Teal for 
the Orthodox. Faith, and for Unity, and 
good Agrecment with the Proteſtant 
Churches ; it would be much more agree- 
able to ſuch Profeſſions, inftead of <weak- 
#ing our Securities, at a Time when we 
moſt want them; to think of the pro- 
pereſt Ways of enlarging, or ſirenthning 
them; by recommending ſome. ſuch ex- 
preſs Condemnation of the Arian Hereſie, 
as the Church of ScorLAx D hath done; 
or propoſing, that \ Subſcriptions ſhould be 
enforced, in ſuch a manner as State Oaths, 
with the like additional Clauſe; vis. And 
Ido make this Subſergption, according to 
the plain Senſe” and Underſianding of the 
Words, and known Intention of the Im- 
poſers; without any Equivocation, mental 
Evaſion; or fſecret Re ſer vation what- 
n Such Propoſals would be much 

D 03 Hinein Vo. FT 56 W ere 
2 2 p | 3 4 = ) OR SLCHI 
* See Bigben“ Ge Fecleſiaſtics, B. vi, n c. 3. Sea. x. 
1 Fol, Edit | 
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more conſiſtent with one who profeſſes 
Himſelf ſo true a Friend to the Chriſtian 
Faith as our Author does; and more pro- 
per and ſeaſonable than his Project for 
laying aſide the Athanaſian Creed. In 
the Way that He is taking, He can reaſon- 
ably gratifie none but Deifts, Anti- tri- 
nitarians; or Papiſts : Which is not ſay- 
ing, that He is a Deiſt, Anti-trinitarian, 
or Papiſt, as he weakly or wilfully miſ- 
interprets the like Expreſſion of the Let- 
ter-IWriter ; But it is ſaying, what is juſt 
and true, that his Scheme, or his Views, 
are not reaſonable; nor his Conduct really 
and effectually Con ſiſtent with his Pro- 
feſſions ; that his Friendſhip, if Sincere, is 


ill directed; And that, if he is not an Ad- 


verſary intentionally, he is ſo in effect, 
and is performing the Office of an E- 
But he ſeems to plume himſelf much 
upon his retaining the Nicene Creed, and 
ſome other Parts of our Liturgy, wherein 
is virtually contained as much as the Atha- 
naſian Creed profeſſes; why then is his Or- 
thodoxy, or Friendſhip ſuſpected? Alas! 
We are not, at this Time of the Day, to 


be 
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be put off with ſuch plauſible Pretenoes, 
and fair Speeches! It is not to be expected, 
that our greateſt Enemies, or Patrons of 
Hereſie, ſhould manage their Scheme no 
better! No; they are wier in their Ge- 
neration. Should they attempt All at 
once, their Views would be ſeen through, 
and appear too groſs to ſucceed: Tis beſt 
to proceed by Degrees. The Athanaſian 
Creed has long ſtood in their Way; tis 
wiſeſt thereſore to get rid of That firſt; 
and then perhaps in due Time, the Nicene 
may follow; and ſo on, till the Liturgy 
has nothing in it left of Chriſtianity but 
the Name; and the Chriſtian Faith is ſunk 
into Arianiſin, and Socinianiſin. The 
Obſer vation formerly made in Neſpect to 
the Scinians, who were playing the ſame 
Game, and for throwing out Articles, 
Creeds, and Confeſſions of Faith, is very 
applicable to the preſent Times. vir. 
« Some may ſay, the Sociniaus are Men 
« of more Reaſon and Moderation, than 
to deſire us preſently. to part with all 
« our Religion to gratify them: They on- 
«by plead for Liberty, and in order to 
their 7 Joining. with us, chat we would 


remove 
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©« remove thoſe Ob/tacks of Communion 
« vis. - Arcioles,, Creeds, Confeſſkons of 
Faith, fome wſelefs Expreſſions in our 
& Common Prayer, which contain too plain 

« and unctaritabiæ Acknowledgments of 


© the Trinity; which hindes many pious, 


& uſeful, and excellent Perſons from com- 
„ing to our Churches. Why ſhould we 


« not ſtrip our Faith of all thoſe larger | 


“ and unwarrantable Explications, which 
« Councils and Fathers have made of it; 

« and reduce all to the waked Expreſſions 
« of Scripture ? that is, content our-fel ves 
« with a few ambiguous Words (1 which 
« the perverfe and ſubtle Interpretations 
« of Hereticks have made ſo) and let eve- 
hy Man abound in hjs Own Senſe. They 
60 belie ve Chriſt to be the Son of God, fo 
« az to be true God likewiſe : what need 
ve trouble Qur-ſelyes, or Them, with the 
« Ward Gonſabſtential? Pity it is, that a 
„Word, nay a Letter ſhould divide Men 
in their Opinions and Affections! To 
„ all which, though I have great deal 
« that 1 could anſwer, yet at preſent, all 


ce that I ſhall ſay, ſhall be this: That the 


« Sorimians are wiſe Men, Perſons of a 
Ee deep 
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deep Reach; But They muſt not think 
that all the reſt of the World are Foolt. 
It were too much in all Conſcience to 
deſire us to part with All at fr :: But 
They know what Ad vantage to make of 
our Conceſſions : If they can perſuade us 
4 with that fooliſh Woman Prov. XIV. 1. 
to pull down our Houſe with our own 
« Hands, it will ſave Them the Toil and 
< Drudgery of ſo doing: At leaſt, if they 
can prevail with us to demoliſh our 
Out. Morte, then they will be able, as 
. « with greater Eaſe, ſo likewiſe with grea- 
ter Hopes of Succeſs, to attack the main 
% Fort... In ſhort the Ancient Creeds and 
. « Confe ſions, and thoſe Ancient Words, 
c in which the Doctrine of Faith hath 
« been conveyed down to us, are only a 
« Hedge of Thorns,* as they have been 
© truly and pertinently tiled, with which 
the Chriſtian Faith hath by guarded, 
* againſt the Deſigus of diſguiſed Here- 


c zicks ; and I hope They will prick their 


4 Fingers, who ſhall 2 1285 the remgring 
“ of 


* Dr. Sherleck's pol. 
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« of them.*” "This is all very juſt and 
true, We muſt then be upon our Guard: 
We muſt take Care what Conceſſions we 
make to our Adverfaries, who know what 
Advantage to take from them. It is the 
wiſeſt Way to ſtand firm; to recede, is to 
give them Encouragement; Is yeilding to 
the Enemy. We muſt be aware of the 
Clamours for Peace and Unity, The ge- 
neral Plea of our modern Reformers, un- 
der which Diſguiſe they recommend their 
unjuſtifiable Innovations! Seeking f Peace 
(as a late Writer ' remarks with Reſpect to 
Seeking the Truth) is now become almoſt 
as common a Phraſe, as Seeking the Lord, 
was once, among another Set of Refor- 
mers. The Plea is ſmooth and plauſible, 
and thereby the more fitted to deceive the 
Ignorant and Unwary. But in Reality, 
there ĩs little more in it, as here applied, 
than Fallacy and Picterice! Peace, and U- 
nity are valuable Things; but like all o- 
ther Valuables, they may be purchaſed too | 
dear: They at are to be procured, but not at 

Q "0 CA" aL! e 
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all Hazards: They are not to be bought 
at the Price of Fundamentals. Here a- 
gain, our modern Reformers copy after the 
Ancient Ariant. They made uſe of the 
ſume ſpecious Pretence of Peare and Vi- 
cy that their Deſigns, were only Deſigns 
of Peace; to remove unſcriptaral Words, 
and Novel Terms, out of the Way. The 
oraſty and defining Men of this Party, in 
the Time of ConsranT pretended, 
that they were very well ſatisfied, as to 
the Catholick Doctrine of the Trinity it- 
ſelf: That they had no Objections to make 
to That; but were in Uaity of Faith, 
with the Orthodox. All that they were 
offended at, were the unſcriptural Words 
and Expreſſions, ſuch as the #4: ovorzy, Con- 
fubſtantial, G. Theſe they looked upon 
as dividing Terms: Theſe were the only 
Cauſe of all the Clamour and Com- 
buſtion : And all they endeavoured at (as 
They pretended) was to throw out theſe 
Terms which gave them ſo much Offence; 
to remoye theſe Stumbling: Blocks out of 
the Way; to break down theſe Bars of 
Strife and Content ion, that the Pearce and 
8 Onry f the n might be procured, 
| Theſe 
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Theſe were their fair Speeches and ſmooth 
Pleas! But the Chart was not ſo to be 
deceived. ArnANAsTus, and other Wiſe 
Gatholickk, eafily ſaw through their De- 
er, and to what this fly Stratagem tend- 
ed. They rejected the Plea, as falſe and 
Artful: They were ſenſible, that the A- 
num tevelled their Defign, not at the mere 
Terms, but the Faith ir ef; and there- 
fore, With their utmoſt Zeal they ſtrenu- 
owly oppeſtd it. © Nor (Gays Mr. Brxc- 
„ 4M) could the Ariunr ever gain this 
* pennt upon the Catholicks; till at laft, 

« in the Council of AAM vst, An. 359, 
* hy great Importumity and Clamours for 
« Vniry am Peace, they were prevailed 55 
« pen to fink the Word Confibſtantial, | ts 
« and draw up a new Creed without it; 


« pet, as they thought containing the very 


nue DoArine, and in as fall Terme as 


dna. we 


* ConfitbNtantitl wit not in it. But here 
« it mit be owned, theſe Catholick Biſ- 
« hops were wanting in their Teal, as 
4 They Themſelves were quickly after con- 
_ © vinced. For, no fooner was Their CGore- 
1 . made, but the che Aria immediate- 
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ly gave out, and boaſted over all the 


| « World that the Nicene Faith was con- 


« demned, and Ariani/m eſtabliſhed in a 
4 General Council; though nothing was 
< leſs intended by the Catholick Biſhops 
that were preſent at it. But now They 
« were ſenſible They had made a falſe 
Step, by Suffering themſelves thus to 
« be impoſed upon by deſigning Men. 
Sec here the ill Effects of yeilding to Im- 
portunity, and the Clamours of Peace and 
Vnity, in Points of the laſt Importance! 
See here the fatal Conſequence of altering 
Creeds and Confeſſions, to take away O 
fence, and pleaſe the Enemies of the 
Faith! And *tis a wiſe Reflection which 
the Learned BIXcHAM makes upon this 
Matter. vis. By this the Reader will 


4 pe able to judge, what kind of Zeal 


&« the Catholick Church required then in 
«© her Clergy; vis. that they ſhould not 
« only contend for the Faith it ſelf; but 


ce alſo for thoſe Catholick Forms and Ways | 


« of Expreſſing it, which had been pru- 
N ently 


— 
— 
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« dently compoſed and ſettled in General 
© Councils, as a Barrier againſt Here- 
© ricks; the giving up of which to ſubtle 
and dangerous Adver ſaries, would al- 

« ways give them Advantage . to make 

« fercer Attacks. upon the Faith itſelf, 

“ and prove deſtructive to the Catholick 
Cauſe; as thoſe Biſhops found by wo- 
ful Experience, Who were concerned in 

te the Conceſſion made at AxIMIxVUX. 

e Tis Candour indeed, when good Ca- 
© tholicks are divided only about Words, 

eto bring them to a right Underſtand- 
ing of one another, which will ſet 

« them at Peace and Unity again: But 
© tis Tamene/s to give the Main Bul- 

«© warks of the Faith to fallacious Ad- 

e yerſaries, and deſigning Men, whoſe 

Arts and Aims, however d:/zui/ed, are 

ce always known, to ſtrike at the Founda- 
tion of Religion.“ “ 

We are to ſeek for Peace and Unity, by 
all laudable and juſtifiable Methods; but 
if they cannot be procured, without giv- 

5 | ing 


* 


* Bingham's n. Reel, B, vi. e. * x; 21 
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ing up the Trwths of Chriſfianity; Every 
wife Man will foon fee which is the beſt 
Method to take. Our Saviour foretold, 
that there muſt be Hereſies among Men; 

and He told his Diſciples, that he was not 
come to give Peace on Earth, but rather 
95 " Diviſion ;* and yet He tells them, that 
He that denietb Him before Men, ſpall be 
denied before the Angels of God. 0 There 
muſt be Hereſies; but yet, We are com- 
manded not to deny gur Lord and Maſter. 
There muſt be Diviſſ ons, but yet, we are 
not to give up the Hatiour of our Re- 
_ deemer, to oompoſe the Difference. The 
Caſe is well ſtated in a few Words, by 
the Author of the Importance Ne. If 

e Tyuth and Peace can be maintained 

4 7ogether, That is the moſt defirable 

* Conjundtion which a good Man can wiſh 

"« for: But if Human Affairs will not ad- 

4 « mit of Both, then the Rule is, out of 

c two Exils to chooſe the leaſt, or of two 
Ad vantages to prefer the greateſt. Were 

Divine Truths, and human Cuſtoms or 

0 2 Dictates 
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© Dictates claſh, we muſt Obey God, ra- 
U* cher thay Man.”* But I may obſerve 
too, that this Argument of our Adverſa- 
ries proceeds upon a wrong Foundation; 
ſince it ſuppoſes, that Peace and Unity 
cannot be preſerved, and at the ſame Time 
the Fundamentals of Faith maintained, in 
their utmoſt Strictneſs: Whereas, This is 
the only Way, in reality to preſerye Both. 
Keeping ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and con- 
tending Zealouſly for the Neceſſary and 
Important Points of it, may Perhaps in- 
flame the Difference between the Church 
and its Adver /aries : But then, it is the 
only Method to maintain the Peace and 
Unity of its Own Tine Members. Tis 
the Peace of the Chureh, True Chriſtian 
Peace Which We are to preſerve: And it 
would not be Preſerving Peace, but Cau- 
ſong Confuſion, if We ſhould give up our 
- Chriſtianity to oblige Heretic; or en- 
large our Communion by admitting Thoſe 
among us, Who, in a trier fav ” 8 
1 are not Chriflians.” 5 
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Upon the whole therefore, This All-pre- 
| vailing Argument of Peace and Unity, as 
It is here urged, is an inſignificant Plea, 
and, ought to be rejected as mere Sophiſtry 
or Pectence, We are to preſerye inviolable 
dur Charter of Salvation. There is the 
Utmoſt Neceſſity for Us to watch againſt 
All Attempts of Such, Who encouraged by 
the Grand Enemy of Mankind, ſhall en- 
deavour to pervert or fruſtrate it. It be- 
hoves Us to be aware, as well of Their Se- 
cnet Underminings,as their More Open and 
Bolder Attacks. We muſt not be ſoothed 
with {pectous Pleas, and falſe Pretences; 
nor be ever prevailed upon to forfeit our 
Truths, the Fundamental Articles of our 
Faith, for the Sake of '\ Peace, falſly ſo 
called. Once indeed, our Bleſſed Lord 
came down from Heaven; condeſcended to 
become Man, and to ſuffer, bleed, and die, 
that he might reſtore Peace between Earth 
and Heaven; and reconcile the two 
Enemies, God and Man: But our Adver- 
Aaries are too unreaſonable in their De- 
mands, who expect, that we ſhould, not 
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a New Oblation of our Saviour, and, as the 
Fews did, nail his Body to the Croſi; but, 
to Serbar l the Differences in Rel gion, 
ſacrifice even his Divinity alſo. 

T have Nothing to fay againſt the Gen. 
tleman's General Propoſal for Improve- 
ments, either in our Tranſlation, or Li- 
furg y: But Nothing is fo likely to obſtruct 
and fruſtrate ſuch good Deſigns, as fuch 
Effays as he has publiſhed. No Wife and 
Good Man would with to have the Z:tar- 
g fo mended (fo mangled, fo curtailed) 
as this Author adviſes. Rather let'us keep 
our Old Tranftations, and Od Liturgy, 
with all their Imperfections, than to ha ve 
new ones brought in, at the Expence of 
the Chriſtian Faith. We have no ſuch 


| Bleſſed Times at at preſent, as to encourage 


Us to part with Ariy Securities we enjoy. 
It will be ſoon enough to pull down out 
Fences, when we have as 1Hereſies to en” 
counter. 


4 am ſenſible that This Piece will not he 


| acceptable to All; eſpecially to Ariaus, So. 


cinians, and All, whoſe Quarrel againit the 


Athanaſia an Creed; is, on Account of the 
Prime, Articles therein contained. Nor 
Ff 2 will 


is 5 * * 
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will it be more Agreeable to Thoſe, whoſe | 
Mindsare ſo prejudiced, as to be Blind and 


Jeaf to every Thing which croſſes upon 


Their Principles; who have determined be- 


forchand, not to be convinced of any 
Thing, which is contrary to the Notions 
with which They are prepoſſeſſed. I hope 


there are but Few under this Strong Delu- 


ſoon ! However, if Such are offended at 


8 This Treatiſe; Such, Who are ſure Nothing 


can be proved againſt Their Notions (I 
ſhould. fay their Prejuaices) my Anſwer 
is; that, Whoeyer is refolyed not to be 
7 gives Himſelf a great Deal of 
needleſs Trouble in reading what Others 
have to ſay; and in particular, that Such 
Who have ſet their Face againſt Convic- 
tion, need not trouble Themſelves to read- 
This Piece, which, I can aſſure Them, was 
not deſigned for em. What I have here 
done, i is intended for Thoſe only, Who may 
have unwarily imbibed ſome Doubts, and 
Prejudices againſt the Athanaſian Creed; 
either from the Enemies of our Faith, or 
ſome other Means; but Who would yet be 
willingly ſet right: And to prevent . 


5 bas from being "RO r away 175 
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to the ſame Prejudices, by fuch falſe Ar- 
guments, and ſmooth Pretences, as, I hope, 
are ſufficiently confuted in Theſe Papers. 
I ſhall conclude All with the Profeſſion 
of a Learned Prelate, upon Another Occa- 
ſion — “In this Diſcourſe I have no Aim 
ce to diſpleaſe Any, nor any Hope to pleaſe 
„% All. If I can help on to Truth in the 
© Church, and the Peace of the Church 
« together, I ſhall be glad, be it in any 
6 Meaſure, Nor ſhall I ſpare to ſpeak 
&« Neceſſary Truth, out of too much Love 
&« of Peace: Nor thruſt on unneceſſary 
« 'Trath to the Breach of that Peace, 
& which once broken, is not ſo eaſily ſo- 
« dered again. And if for Neceſſary Truths 
« Sake only, any Man will be ended, 
* nay Take, nay Snatch 2 at that Offence, _ 
80 which is not iven, I k know no Fence 
for That. Tis Frath, ang 1 muſt Tell 
c it, *Tis the Goſpel, and I muſt Preach 
te it. æ* And far ſafer it is, in this Caſe 
be to bear Auger from Men, than a Woe 


6 from 
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» Archbiſhop Laud's Epiſtle Dedicatory, to his Rat af 
the Conference between him and Fiſher the Feſuu. 
i. Cor, ix. 16, 
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« from God: And where the Foundations 

«. of Faith are ſhaken, be it by Super ſti- 

c tion or Prophaneneſs, He that puts not 

1 * his Hand, as firmly as he can to ſup- 
rt them, is Ta Mary, and hath more 

«& a hes of Himſelf, than of tho Canfe of 


« Cant.” 


(wa) 


POSTSCRIPT, 


I have juſt received from my Bookſeller, 
A. a ſmall Piece, Publiſhed by the Author 
of the Efſay, recommending further Alte- 
rations in the Book of Common Prayer, 
is, In the ſeveral Oceana Offices, and 

in the Carechiſu, The Gentleman has 
added a Poſiſeript, which he calls an Au- 
Fer tothe Miſcellanies: But it is, for the 
maſt Part, only Taking: And, in ſuch 
Places where He Pretends to deal in Ar- 
gument, He does in Reality, only Tyiße 
and Amuſe. Give me Nn to make 42 
* Stridures upon It. 

In p. 2, He Tull: about De. Taylor. The 
| n He means to urge, is, that, 
. what the Dactor hath {aid in N 

the. Athanaſian' Greed, were bis real Sex. 

timents. Perhaps they might be ſo: But 
the Nature of His Liberty of Prophecy- 
ing, makes. It, at at Jeaſt, dowbrfil, whether 
They were, or not. But let them be ſo: 


Still, If che Doctor's Reafons and Arga- 


ments will not bear the Teſt, His Autho- 
nity will be Nothing with the Learned; 
| . 
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and, whether What the Doctor has advatia 
_ cedj be ſuſficient; I leave to be getermin- 
ed from the f An Papers. % 

This Gentleman was told, that Dr. Cave 
was miſtaken; in Thinking that the At ha 
\naſian Ceed had not been quoted, of Ho- 
ten of, before the Year 800; which Ace- 


count of Caves, This Gentiütnen had ta- 


ken from Dr. Clarte, who had ſomething, 
miſrepreſented Gave. —— Well! what 
does our | CorretFor- of Liturgies fay to 
This? Why, he tells us p. 4. That Dr, 
Materlaud in his Critical Hiſtory, has aſ- 
-ſerted from Dr. Cate, much mote in Fa- 
*vbur of 51. Arpuniene: than Dr. Clarke 
had dene: © For Dr. Nuterlaud (ſays He) 


« ſays from Dr. Cave, that the Athanaſian 


«4 Crred war never beard of In the World, 
WR! i ab 666" Tears after "Arhik#aſils © 
ar dead, and birt "barely mentioned | 
hen; n urged uh . 
fleck, 7 about v6 trindred Nur 
ke pr And *what- then? Why is 
% Pr. Vaterland agrees (stet our 
% Author) that Anno" Annu?" he eli 
- «© have ſald J 353 was che Tart Ter 
Auer Ar bhunaſſur was eyer fuppolet 
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4 to have lived. So, that according to Dr. 
« Waterland from Dr. Cave, It was never 
© heard of till Anne 973, which is 173 
4 Years later than I had made it, &c.— 
This is all True; tis Pity it happens to be 
Nothing to the Purpoſe ! All that appears 
from this Account, is, that Dr. Cave's 
Miſtake is wider-by 173 Years than it ap- 
pearcd to be before. But it ſeems. Dr. 
Waterland has aſſerted This from Dr. 
Cave: But does That make what Dr. Cave 
ſays to be True? or does it Excuſe our 
Gentleman for the Bluzders He has been 
guilty of, in Relation to Dr. Cave and Dr, 
Clarke? Or, for ſtopping Short at Dr. 
Caves Account? Mere Shuffle! Dr. Wa- 
terland's Book, is a Critical Hiſtory of 
the, Athanaſian Creed, and his Firſt Chap- 
ter contains the Opinion: of the Learned 
Moderns concerning That Creed; and, a- 
mong many others, He gives the Opinion 
of Ur. Cave, in the Words which This 
Gentleman has cited: But, why did he not 
add, what. Dr. Waterland did? viz & The 
« Learned,, Dr. Cave, it is plain, took 
« this Account from Vaſſius, and had ne- 
ver ſeen Uſber's Treatiſe, which One 

6 g ce may 
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ee may juſtly wonder at. Five Years aſter, 
“ in his Hiſtaria Literaria, He allows 
c that this Creed had been ſpoken of by 
« Theodulphus,” which was within 436 
„ Years of Athanaſius: But not a Word 
« yet, of any Elder Teſtimony or Manu- 
< ſcript, though Both had been diſcover- 
s ed, and publickly. taten Notice of, be- 
fore This Time — Wat. Crit Hiſt; 
p. 14. Edit. 2. This ſhews Dr. Water- 
land*s Opinion of Dr. Caves Account 
and that he mentioned That Account, not 
as a Nue One, but, becauſe the Nature ol 
a Critical Hiſtory required it. 
| As to the Rubric prepared by the Come 
13 miſſioners 1 in 1689. The Gentleman, be- 
cauſe He does not know what to ſay to 
ſuch Glaring Evidence, queſtions the Exi/- 
zence ol It, in p. 5, 6. I have only to ſay, 
that the ORIGINAL Boox is in the Hands 
of the Loxp Bis nor o LonDoN, in 
which that Rus RICx ſtands. If the Gen- 
tleman and his Friends ſtill perſiſt roquet- 


tion This; it would be very: Met to Con- 
front Them. M N * wa 
. N *. ma} SU ag, $44 


44 
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Ic is but Juſtice, that T ſhould add, that, 
in Relation to Ms. Chillingworth's Sub- 
fFeriptim, The Gentleman fairly acknow- 
_ ledges his Miſtake : But, his wot knowing 
it, when He Publiſhed his Eſay, which is the 
Excuſe He makes, is not ſo good a one, as 
I could wiſh for him, Becauſe, He mzghr 
have known it, if He had conſulted proper 
Books : Dr. Waterland*s Critical Hiſtory» 
would have informed Him. But beſides, 
this Gentleman did not only not know it, 
when He publiſhed his Eſſay, but when He 
| publiſhed His Defence of That Eſſay : So 

that, though He publiſhed Two Pieces a- 
gainſt the Athankſlan Creed, yet all That 


Time, He never took the Trouble to look 


into the Qi Hiſtory of That very Creed. 
Howevetz I am glad to hear, that He has 
found out That Book at Taft! T am in Hopes, 
it will gives him Satisfaction. And, ſince as 
the Gentleman hag been ſo fair as to ac- 
knowledge One Miſtake; I hope, when He 
has peruſed Theſe Papers (which I muſt 
beg of Him to do, with a little more Tem- 
per, than He has done the M:/cellanies) 
He will like wiſe acknowledge Several O- 
thers, as palpable as That, It is not im- 
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poſſible, but I have been guilty of Miſ- 
fakes myſelf; if I have, Iafſure him Thall 


be very ready to acknowledge Them, on the 
Firſt Notice. : 8 


This is all the Gentleman has to fay for 
Himſelf, in This his laſt Performance. 
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